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1 may be proper to inform the Rites,” that the, 
following Diſcourſe, in its original form, was 


delivered a conſiderable time ago, in the place, 


and on the occaſion mentioned in the Title. .'Tho?, 
the original Diſcourſe be retained, and furniſhes 
the plan and ſubſtance of the preſent; yet, to any; 
_ diſcerning perſon, it will be evident at firſt view, 
that what is here ſubmitted to his peruſal could 
not be all comprifed within the limits of a ſingle 


diſcourſe; nor was it ſo needful or proper to treat 
ſeveral parts of it in ſuch a copious and diffuſive 1 


manner before the auditory for whom it was tifft, | 


intended, as it may be now for the generality gt 
readers, who are but little accuſtomed to proſecute 
or enlarge on a ſubject in their own thoughts. 
And this ſubje& in particular, on account of its 
public importance, and the great neglect into 
which the duty taught in it has fallen, he thought 
deſerved to be more amply unfolded, and exhibi- 
ted in a fuller and ſtronger light, in order, if po- 
ſible, to excite that attention, and produce thoſe 
impreſſions. which it juſtly demands. This is the 
reaſon of the additional trouble J have taken in 


the tranſeription; and muſt be my excuſe to the | 
reader who may judge it too prolix, who may re- 
lieve himſelf by dividing it at pleaſure in the read- | 
ing, having abundance of pauſing- Pacer to reſt at N 


in his POIs, FT 


%/ Py 


a 2 Tuoven | 


” - 
— —— — — — 


Thoben ſome winiſters and others, who heard 
the Diſcourſe, were pleaſed to propoſe its publi- 
cation, which propoſal bath fince been occaſion- 
. Aly repeated; yet, making the neceſſary allowan- 
ces for the too partial, and often mere cuſtomary 
or complimentary nature of ſuch propoſals, and 
eſpecially conſidering the defective manner in 
which the ſubſect was diſcuſſed, I was in no great 
haſte to comply with ſuch a requeſt; "chooſing ra- 
ther to obſerve the Horatian advice,” Nonum pre- 
| matur in annum; which at length hath been lite- 
| rally obeyed. Nor ſhould I have reſolved to do it at 
All, if Thad vt been convinced in my own mind 
that there is ſomething in the nature of the ſub- 
F223 however imperfectly handled, intitling it to 
4 particular regard, and peculiarly adapted to fuch 
4 time as tlie preſent ; in which the Rate of things 
ds to religion ſeems {till more and mote to call for, 
- at leaſt to vindicate, ſomething of this ſort. Tho? 
too much diſpoſed rather to imitate the paſſionate 
and fullen reſolution of the prophet“ Jeremia, | 
| when he ſaid he would not make mentien of the 
| Lord, nor ſpeak any mere in hie name; Jet 1 
confeſs, that, in this "caſe; Fd not altoge- 
ther avoid == Arr at times bn che Verde which 
follow, containing his ſecond and hetteg Fthoughts 
But his Word was in mine heatt as% Hurning 
cite mut up in my bones; and I was Weary with 
&forbearing, and I could not ſtay,” Jer. ch. xx. . 
* than lie under ay ſmalleſt challenge for 
SP APD negligence. 


* N FFA 
negligence from my own heart, I willingly table 


| « to the drudgery and mortification-of publiſhing it, 


together with all the cenſure which ſome things in 
it may expoſe me to from the world. | | 
1 sal mortification; for I know too well the 
reigning taſte and complexion of the times, to 
expect that any thing on ſach a ſubject, in ſuch a 
ſtrain, and eſpecially from ſuch a quarter, will be 
reliſhed by the many. Indeed, the intereſts of re- 
ligion, either public or perſonal, are the fartheſt 
of all from the minds of the men of this genera-. 
tion. It is the reign of irreligion, ſelfiſhneſs, vas 
nity, party-ſpirit, obſtinate prejudices, and pre- 
poſſeſſions ; not indeed in favour of old received 
principles or laudable attainments, but in beh 
of novelties, and now eſtabliſhed and faſhionable 
corruptions. Of thoſe who till retain pretenfions | 
to religion, the greater part have got into'a cer- 
tain train, from which they will not deviate in the 
leaſt. They have fixed their thoughts and plans 
for life. They will not, even for the ſake of 2 
reformation confeſſedly needful, make any uncom- 
mon exertions; ef venture to diſturb their prĩ- 
vate affairs, or Aiigeinge the friendſhips and con- 
nections they have formed. From ſuch it cannot 
be expected that this feeble attempt ſhould pro- 
duce any deſirable effect, or obtain a favourable; 
or even patient, peruſal. But are the ſervants of 
Chriſt and triends of religion therefore to ſit ſilent, 
| andy e fake their 5 any proceed from 


evil 


* 
8 - 
1 


; 


in others, but what I judge to be conformable to 


vi R EF A C E. 

evil to worſe, without warnings or reproofs? Are 
they to attempt no means, becauſe theſe may not 
be accompanied with all the ſucceſs they could 
wiſh? There are ſeaſons when even babes and 
ſucklings ought to ſpeak ; and ſhould all agree to 
hold their peace, the very ſtones of the field 


would cry out.“ 
Bor it is hoped that matters are not yet in ſuch 


2 bad ſituation, but that there are ſome left who 
wiſh well to the ſpiritual commonwealth, and whoſe 
hearts and hands are engaged in promoting its 
good. With ſuch the following well: meant Eſſay 
may poſſibly find acceptance; in which caſe the 
Publiſher can eaſily forego the eſteem of thoſe of 
an oppoſite character, and even reckon their cen- 
ſure or contempt to be praiſe. Though what is 
therein recommended may be very oppoſite to the 
ſpirit and courſes of a degenerate age, and even 
far beyond the actual attainment, or the ordinary 

exerciſe or practice of any body of Chriſtians at 
preſent to be found; yet who will ſay, that either 

the ſtate of a dead Re lukewarm generation of 
profeſſors, or even the imperfect attainments of 
the beſt, are to be the ſtandard by which the doc- 
trines and reproofs of Gop's word are to be diſ- 
penſed, or the duty of Chriſtians meaſured and 
regulated? I have vented no ſentiments but what 
I have endeavoured to form upon the oracles of 


truth; nor indulged any ſpirit, nor plead for any 


the 
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the SyirIT ſpeaking in all the Scriptures; and 
what has eminently ſhined forth in all the reforma- 
tions of the church; and what we may confidently 
expect to be yet revived, and become more pre- 
valent, before we ſhall ſee a happy change to the 
better take place in the religious world. 

IT is poſlible alſo there may be ſome who are 
not yet ſo far ſunk in the lethargic diſtemper of 
Laodicea, or ſo entirely enſlaved to prejudice, or 
ſo obſtinately attached to their ſelfiſh or party 


4 views, but they may be diſpoſed to attend to a ſe- 


rious repreſentation of their duty and danger from 
the ſacred oracles; and may, haply, yet feel ſome, 
thing of that ſpirit to which they have hitherto 
been ſtrangers, animating their hearts; or may 
have its dying embers rekindled in them when 
nearly extinct. And even with regard to others 
who are “ ſettled on their lees,“ and whoſe minds 
may be altogether callous, obdurate, and inſen- 
ſible to every alluring or. arouzing argument to 
induce them to act a faithful and active part for 
Gop, ſuch means are not to be altogether neglect. 
ed as needleſs and vain. If the Loxp has been 
long calling them to take a ſhare in the public du- 
ties and hazards belonging to his cauſe, waiting 
for their appearances on his ſide, and often di- 
recting his earneſt meſſages to them, which they 

have as often refuſed ; it is proper they next ſhould 
be told what Gop has further to ſay to them. They 


muſt. be cited to the after-reckoning, and hear. 
their 


— 


—— — 


_ — F AD 9 — 
P ˙ m R rea woos 
9 


i n — 


viii DETACH 
their ſentence pronounced from his mouth, whe. 


| ther they will hear, or whether they will forbear. 


Thus, in the Song which furniſhes the occaſion of 
this Diſcourſe, the tribes are not only ſummoned 
to the field, but their conduct is afterwards re- 
viewed and rejudged, and each of them receives 
a correſpondent doom. And thus the Apoſtles 


had an office to diſcharge with reſpect to all the 


cities and houſes whither they came, as well thoſe 
who rejected them as thoſe who received them. 
They were not to bid them a final farewel, with- 
out reminding them that the kingdom of heaven 
was come nigh unto them ; yea, even the very 
duſt of theſe places which did cleave to them, they 
were ordered to ſhake off for a witneſs againſt M 
them, and as a preſaging token of the grievous _ 1 
judgment abiding them hereafter, This is the laſt | 


and moſt ungrateful office of CHRIST's miniſters 


with reference to thoſe who obſtinately reject the 


'Goſpel, and continue to oppoſe their deſigns, and 
-contemn all their endeavours for promoting the 
Intereſts of his kingdom in the earth : and it ſeems 


to be almoſt the only one left for thoſe who, in 


preſent times, are employed in withſtanding the 


violent and rapid courſe of public defection, and 


in exciting to repentance and reformation, to have 


recourſe to and diſcharge, with regard to the 


TRUE 


1710 ens v. 23. 


190 4 . wi 


Curſe ye Meroz, (. aid the angel of the Lord }, curſe ye bit | 
| . terly the inhabitants thereof; becauſe they came not to 
"the help of the Lord, to the 112 Ls the Lord ageing 


© the mighty. N 


4 nk. ** 


my 10 101. 2 4 " 9448 Is. — 


n E i 3 of the Loxp are worthy 60 
be thought on and admired in all generation b 
Many of theſe are recorded ad celebrated i in 158 

bak of Gop, that his people may derive hope and como 
fort from them in future times. In the preceding hi- 
| ſtory, we have an account of a ſignal and notable victory 
obtained over Jabin and Siſefa, by which Iſrael were de- 

livered from a grievous yoke of fervitude and oppreſſion 
under which they had long groaned: The expedition 
was undertaken by divine direction; and the hand of tbe 

Lok p was . in the ſucceſs of it. That ſuch 
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1 
a glorious event might not be concealed in obſcurity, or | 
buried in oblivion, it is here made the ſubje& of # tti- 
umphant ſong, compoſed and uttered by Deborah imme- 
gaately after the victory. The ſame Spirit that animated 
this propheteſs and motherly judge in Iſrael for ſetting 
on foot and conducting the war, and in calling together 
and rouſing the broken and diſpirited tribes, the ſame 
Spirit inſpired her to celebrate the deliverance in ſuch ſub- 
lime and elevated ſtrains. They glow indeed with hea- 
venly fire; and even in point of compoſition (though that 
is among the leaſt of the excellencies of the inſpired wri- 
tings) contain ſtriking and inimitable beauties . In lan- 
guage moſt lofty, yet ſimple, they expreſs at once the no- 
bleſt ſentiments of true religion and true patriotiſm. This 
ſweet ſinger, the mellifluent Deborah 4, enraptured with 


25 the ſacred theme, propoſes and enters abruptly upon the 


fubject: She awakes herſelf, and awakes and excites others 
alſo to join her in © praiſing the Lok p for avenging.Iſ- 


« rael, when the people willingly offered themſelves," 


Ver. 2. 


2 In che courſe of the ſong, ſhe takes a ener ſurvey 


En he pabaviour of the ſeveral tribes with ICRC to 
the 


© ow 8 quo ob partam vitoriam Deo. bellorit priefidi 
bee gratias egit Deborah, tanta verborum magnificentia, 


- : tanta figurarum varietate, tam aptis aureſque implentibus nu- 


<< meris, tam eleganti tranſtationum audacia, tam nativa et nĩtida 


L aſſectuum quo res exigebat repreſentatione, concinnatum i 


© yt neque Pindaricis nee Venufini vatis odis poſtponi debeat; 

vel ex hoc ſolo ſpecimine 'appareat quanta poeſios vis — 

&© fimis temporibus fuerit apud Hebræos, præcipue apud vates di- 

* vinĩ adflatus participes, qwando Grzcorum animi craſſiſſima ad- 

4 kuc barbarie hebebant “ Witſ. Miſcel. Lib. i. cap. 24. 
1 ä in the Hebrew * fignifies a bee. | 


1 
the common cauſe, in the late time of war and commo- 
tion. Theſe ſhe either praiſes or blames, cenſures or ap- 


ne- plauds, according to the part they had acted. On all ſuch 
ed | 25 had been voluntary and cheerful in the ſervice, ſhe bE- 
ing ſtows very hearty and liberal commendations: « My heart 
her « js toward the governors of Iſrael, that offered them- 
85 « ſelves willingly among the people,” ver. 9. That the 
ab- inſtruments in ſuch an important and hazardous enter- 
55 prize might not want due honour, ſeveral of the valiant 
vo and zealous among the tribes are particularly mentioned 
8 by name: But above all the reſt, Zebulun and Naphtali 
* are diſtinguiſhed, as having been more eminently active 
26 and forward on that occaſion, in contempt of danger and 
* death: « Zebulun and Naphtali were a people that jeo- 
iz « parded their lives unto the death, in the high places of 
C « the field,” ver. 18. 


Others again are condemned and reproved for hits. 
flackneſs in declining to take a ſhare with their brethren, 
and to run the fame hazard with chem; in particular, 
Reuben, Gilead, Dan, and Aſher, ver. 15, 16, 17. The 
WF firſt of theſe are warmly expoſtulated with, and chided'; 
« Why abodeſt thou among the ſheep-folds to hear che 5 
« bleatings of the flocks?” When war was in the gates, 
and the curſed Canaanites up in arms, a camp had been 
a more proper habitation, and the noiſe of the martial 
trumpet the more manly muſic.— For the diviſions of 
Reuben there were great thoughts of heart.” It was 
matter of great grief ad ſolicitous concern, that Reuben 
ſhould be divided and ſeparated from his brethren in ſuch 
2 critical time: there were many anxious inquiries made, 
WO and conjectures formed, as to the cauſe of their abſence: 
* For the diviſions of Reuben there were great ſearchings 
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ce of heart.“ Or, perhaps, theſe, words intimate the rea. 
fon why, they ſtaid at hame; namely, their own inteſtine 
diviſions and domeſtic quarrels: theſe hindered them from 


exerting themſelves for the common weal of Ifrael,—— 
& Gilead abode beyond Jordan,” perhaps. thinking him- 


| ſelf excuſed by his diſtance: « And,why did Dan remain 


ec in ſhips?” That people, inhabiting the maritime parts, 1 
were addicted to traſſic by ſea; but how highly culpable } 
were they for continuing ſolely intent on their « own trade 
and merchandiſe, when the public 1 intereſt was ready to go 


| to wreck, and when ſo much Was at ſtake and depended 1 | 
on the event of that day ?—Aſher was guilty of a like cul- 
pable negligence; he continued « on the ſea-ſhore, and 


&« abode in his breaches :” He thought only of ſecuring 2 


- himſelf at home in the beſt manner he could, againſt in- 


roads and incurſions into his coaſts; and probably his 
towns at this time might be in a weak and ruinous ſtate, 


chich induced him to remain at home that he might re- 


pair or defend them; forgetting the more general and 
alarming danger, and the inevitable and more fatal ruin Wl 
impending, had the implacable enemies of Iſrael ſucceed- 


ed, againſt whom they were now called to act, not merely 


on the defenſive, but to leave their retreats and come out 
of their FOR „ Wang to attack nl in the open 
field. 0 

Theſe are more ts; er * there, are others 


marked out for a ſharper repreheplign. As ſome by their 


exemplary zeal and courage had garned. a larger portion 
of praiſe, and obtained a higher commendation; ſo others 
by their conduct incurred a heavier commination. The 


inſpired propheteſs, in the words of the text, from milder 
eee and ſofter dag, riſes 105 all the ſeverity 


and 


E 4 0 | 
and yehemence of. a bitter curſe. This reſpects Merox, 
or rather the inhabitants of that place. There is no rea- 
ſon to ſuppoſe with ſome, that Meroz was the name of 2 
perſon, but rather of a city belonging to the tribe of Naph- 
tali, contiguous to mount Tabor, near to which the deci- 
five battle was fought. That it was a place inhabited, in 
the confines of ſome of the tribes,. the words leave no 
room to doubt; while, in the ſecond clauſe of the ſen- 
tence, which is only a rhetorical reddition or explication 
of the figure uſed in the firſt, the inhabitants thereof are 
e rxpreſsly mentioned. But though at that time well known, 

rand, perhaps too, populous and flouriſhing, yet it ceaſed 
to be ſo afterwards: being here laid under a divine inter- 
dict and execration, the fame and the very memory of it 
have almoſt periſhed 1. The people there had the faireſt 
call and fitteſt opportunity for joining the forces of Ba- 
rak when they rendezvouſed near to this place; and pro- 
bably were expreſsly invited and ſummoned to do ſo. As 
they were within ſight of the ſtandard, and within hear- 
ing of the trumpet, and ſaw ſo many of their brethren of ' 
the ſame tribe among whom they lived ſetting before 
them the moſt heroic and animating example, they were 
therefore peculiarly inexcuſable. Whatever plea ſome 
others might have for abſence, they could have none, ex- 
cept their own cowardice, or diſaffection to the cauſe, for 
which many of their brethren were offering to. ſell their 
lives, and in which they had equal intereſt. Theſe haye 
therefore a far more en doom ny 204 of the other 
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Some have believed that this city was ſwallowed up as a pu- 
nichl ent for its crime; or that the Jews crazed its name from the 
number of their cities, on which account it was no where after» 
wards.mentioned i in the ſacred writings, | 
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| Aid; ; being ſubjected to an emphatic and redoubled 
curſe: * Curſe ye Meroz, ſaid the angel of the Lok p, 
ve yea curſe bitterly the inhabitants thereof.” Curſe with 


curſing, as in the original;—an uſual Hebraiſm, whereby 


| . any thing is expreſſed in the higheſt or ſuperlative degree. 


© This bitter malediction was not the effect of any ran- 
cour or revenge in the propheteſs, nor was it the dictate 
of her own private ſpirit; but is here expreſsly ſaid to have 
been pronounced or enjoined by the angel of the Loxp. 

Who is here meant is not ſv certain; whether Barak, or 
ſome perſon endowed with a prophetic ſpirit ſent by the 
Lord to Deborah, as ſome; or an angel, properly ſo 
called, as others ſuppoſe; or, which feems mot probable, 


the Lord CnxisT, who is very commonly denominated | 


zhe Angel or Meſſenger of the Lord of Heis, under the Old 
Teſtament; even he who was with the church in the wik 4 


dernefs, and led them to the reſt of Canaan; and the 
ſame who appeared unto Joſhua by Jericho, and declared 
Himfelf the Captain of the Lord's hofts, with his ſword | 

drawn in his hand, to fight the Lord's battles, (Joſh. v. 

13, 14.) Whatever way we take it, ſo much is ſtill very [l 
evident, that this execration was denounced by the expreſs 
authority of Jehovah, and was ratified by his fpecial war- 
rant and approbation. Nor need we ſtay to notice the 
Jewiſh notion of this denunciation, as being the higheſt 
ſentence of excommunication called ſchammata, afterward 
in uſe among that people; which they ſay was on this oc- 


; cafion publicly and folemnly pronounced againſt the inha- 


bitants of Meroz by ſound of trumpet;—of which there 


is nothing particularly ſpoken in the text. 
he reaſon or ground of the heavy threatening is ; here 


expreſſed ; * becauſe they ca came not to the help of the 
| „„ Loan 
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« Loxp—to the help of the Lon n againſt the mighty.” 
Notwithſtanding their vicinity to the ſcene of action 


notwithſtanding the obligation they were under by blood, 
religion, and intereſt, to help lirael; and notwithſtanding 
the preſſing ſummons ſent them in the name of the Lox pg 
yet they ſtood aloof, and remained mere ſpectators of the 
ae of that day. Such behaviour at ſuch a criſis 
was highly criminal. Their offence was aggravated from a 
twofold conſideration, here mentioned: The firſt is, The 
cauſe which they were required to ſupport, but neglec- 
ted; or the nature of the ſervice now in hand. It was the 
LorD's ſervice; undertaken in his name, in behalf of his 
people, intereſt, and glory, and under his favourable au- 
ſpices and conduct; ſo they tefuſed their help, not to men, 
but to the Loxp, who was ſupreme and abſolute king in 
Jeſhurun. The ſecond is,—The greatneſs of the danger, 
and the power and quality of the enemy. They "i 
mighty and formidable ; both numerous and potent: 

an evidence whereof, we read that they brou ght no 15 
than nine hundred chariots of iron into the field. How 
inexcuſable were they in enjoying their eaſe, while a 


| handful of Iſrael were contending with ſuch a ſuperior 


and diſproportioned force, at a time when their united 
and combined help was needful? This perhaps was the 
very thing their fears might ſuggeft as a ſufficient reaſon 
for their declining the enterprize thinking their ſmall 
ſtrength could avail nothing againſt ſuch a terrible hoſt : 

that it was fooliſh to attempt to reſiſt, much more to con- 
quer them; and that by attempting it, they would only 
be courting certain death, and ruſhing themſelves into the 
arms of inevitable deſtruction. But this was conſulting 
with fleſh and blood; betraying a culpable diſſidence; and 
N | | ſetting 
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l 
fetting limits on Iriet's Holy One, who had dried up the 
Red Sea and Jordan, drowned Pharaoh and his chariots, 
diſcomfited Og and Sihon, : and put kings of great armies 
to flight;—who had even arreſted the ſun and moon in 
their courfe on a former memorable day, to lengthen out 
the carnage and ſlaughter of Canaanitiſh foes. The greater 
the danger was, and the more powerful the oppoſition, 
the londer was the call to appear on the Lokp' s fide: and 
in fuch' a caſe, as the greateſt could not excuſe their in- 
Gfferetice, fo neither ought it to have intimidated them. 
2 This p bart af infpired Scripture was not fo eule to 
the time NA, firſt delivered, or to. the people; whom it 
immediately reſpects, as not to ſerve for the inſtruction 
and admonition of thoſe on whom the ends of the world 
are, come. The ſtate, privileges and duties, the ſins, 
dangers, conflicts and victories of the Chriſtian 4 
have a near affinity and ſtriking analogy to thoſe of an- 
cient Iiraet: ſo. that the words may be found ſtill too ap- 
plicable to many profeſſors of religion in theſe laſt and 
degenerate times. We propoſe, therefore, in the ſubſe- 
quent diſcourſe, , 

"Firſt, to lay down. and explain ſome. general Tv Teng 
tions, or heads of doctrine from the text; 

And then proceed to make the ĩ ee and appli 
cation of the ſubject. 444 r 


Fi N, Ir is propoſed t to offer ſome gr En 
on the ſübſect; 3 and ſome of theſe as preliminaries, we 
mall more briefly, difculs, and proceed to ſuch as are more 
principally intended. Is WS 
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FIRST PROPOSITION. 
5 Gop has a cauſe on earth which he owns and ſup- 
A | ports. 


Tus is none other than the cauſe of truth, pure reli- 
gion, and righteouſneſs; including whatever relates to the 
Lory of his name, and the honour and intereſts of his 
Wk ingdom and government in the world. This is the cauſe 
ec hath ever eſpouſed, and which he muſt invariably ad- 
ere to and favour; nor is it poſſible that he ſhould ne- 
ct it, or prove unfaithful or indifferent to it for one 
moment. As he is moſt deeply intereſted in it, ſo he 
ks an active and zealous part on its fide; and deciſively 
declares himſelf a party againſt all its oppoſers, whether 
visible or inviſible. He comes forth always for the aid and 

= uſtenance of that; and cannot poſlibly be for its adverſa- 

ies. Nor doth he merely act the part of a ſecond or af- 
tant, but ſtands forth as principal in the quarrel. Men 
have only a ſubordinate intereſt, and a ſecondary con- 
cernment in the matter: they are called to the help of the 
LoxRD, and can only act an inferior part under his direc- 
tion. The controverſy is the Lox D's more properly than 
man's. © Ariſe,” ſaid the Pſalmiſt, „and plead thy 
cauſe; remember how the fooliſh man reproacheth 
<« thee daily,” Pſal. Ixxiv. 22. His is a righteous, a good, 
and glorious cauſe; and he himſelf ſtands on the head 
of it. | SW | | 
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SECOND PROPOSITION. 


The Lorp has one common as and intereſt 
| | with his people, 


Is intereſt as that of Iſrael are not disjoined, but 
involved together, and inſeparably connected. In every 
age he hath had a choſen people appearing on his. fide, 
profeſſing his name, obſerving his laws and inſtitutions, 
and zealous for his glory. With his church he hath Jod- 
ed the invaluable truſt ; on which account ſhe-hath ever 
been ſo dear and precious in his fight, and the object of 
his moſt ſolicitous care. For this end, he claimed the 
fons of Jacob of old for his favourite people, „ his pecu- 
te liar inheritance ; taking them from the midſt of other 

e people by ſigns and wonders z eſtabliſhing a teſtimony 

< in Jacob, and appointing a law in Iſrael, which he 
et commanded the fathers that they ſhould make them 
known to their children: and for this end did he af- 
terwards * viſit the Gentiles, to take from among them 
< à people to his name.“ The faith he delivered to the 
ſaints, that it might be earneſtly contended for and main- 
tained. As the cauſe of Gov is juſtly ſtated, and with 
unerring preciſion delivered and explained, in all its pu- 
rity and extent, in the oracles of truth; ſo there is ſtill a 
banner kept diſplayed in the church in its behalf, and a 
ſucceſſion of t witneſſes raiſed up to maintain and 
promote it. He that is King of kings, and Lord of lords, 
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therſoever he goeth;” “ and they that are with him 


has « the armies which are in heaven following him hi- 


c are called, and choſen, and faithful.” He and they | 
are on the ſame fide, and engaged in the ſame quarrel- 
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So that they have neceſſarily the ſame common friends and 
common foes. What is done to the one is done to the 
other. Acts of favour ſhown to them are conſidered as 


beſtowed on him; and acts of hoſtility committed againſt | 


them are viewed as ſtriking againſt himſelf, His people 
cannot be injured but he is offended ; they cannot be 
wounded but he feels and reſents the ſtroke. He that 
« toucheth 26 ſays he, & toucheth the apple of mine 
« eye,” Zech. ii. 8. “ Who art thou, LorD,” ſaid Saul: 

« and he aid, I am Jesvs whom thou perſecuteſt,” AQs 
ix. 5. Hence, in Scripture, the cauſe that is ſaid to be 
the Loxp's, is ſometimes called the cauſe and controverſy 
of Zion. Their Redeemer is ſtrong, theLorp or HosTs 
« is his name; he ſhall thoroughly plead their cauſe,” 

Jer. I. 34. And we read of «the day of the Loxp's ven- 
« geance, and the year of recompences for the controverſy 
« of Zion,“ If. xxxiv. 8. Hence, here, the enemies of 
the peace, the religion, and liberties of Ifrael, are marked 


out as the Lorp's enemies; and the help of Ifrael 1 is 


again and again called the help of the LoRD; ſo he is gra- 

ciouſly pleaſed to account it. Hath the Almighty, then, any 
dependence on his creatures ?' Doth he need to complain 
unto men of want or of weakneſs ? Can Omnipotence be 
ſtrengthened by the aſſiſtance, or hindered and weakened 
by the reſiſtance, of mortals ? Can he, who has the deeps 
of the earth and ſtrength of hills in his hand, poſſibly 
ſtand in need of the feeble aid of fleſh ? Certainly nct: 
but his people, his poor, weak, and affficted people, 
may :—his cauſe and intereſt, placed with men on earth, 

may greatly need ſuch help, when e SY 
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« high places.” 
« and his angels fought againſt the Dragon; and the 
e Dragon fought, and his angels,“ Rev. xii. 7, &c. This 
is the leader and chief who animates and governs all the 
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THIRD PROPOSITION. 


The cauſe of Gop in the world hath ever had great 
oppoſition, and mighty enemies againſt it. 


| Tas hath been the caſe from the beginning : it hath 


been oppoſed and perfecuted, in one ſhape or other, in 
every age. Many times have they afflicted me from 
« my youth, may Ifrael ſay ;—many times have they af- 
« flicted me from my youth, but have not prevailed 
« againſt me,” Pſal. cxxix. 1, 2. Oppoſition accompanies 


truth, and perſegution follows godlineſs, as the ſhadow 


doth the body. Hitherto have they been maintained, by 


an earneſt or agonizing conflict, a conſtant warfare. The 


enemies who wiſh, and inceſſantly attempt to ruin them, 
are neither few nor ſmall. So ſtrong, ſo formidable, is 
the oppoſition, that it would ſoon ſwallow them * 


cept the Lon p were on their ſide. | 


Satan, who, on account of his extenſive power, and 
mighty influence, is ſtyled the god of this world, with his 


W many legions the powers of darkneſs, are among. theſe 
mighty adverſaries; being perpetual and irreconcileable 


enemies to Gop and all that pertains to him. They who 


are on the Lon pꝰs fide muſt wreſtle not only « with fleſh 


cc and blood,” not merely with viſible and mortal foes, — 


but © with prineipalities and powers, the rulers of the 


« darkneſs of this world and ſpiritual wickednefles in 
« There was war in heaven, Michael 


123 f armies 


1 


armies that fight againſt the church of Gop; he whofe 
name is Abaddon or Apollyon, is their king and general. 
Infernal power, policy, and cruelty, characteriſe this po- 
tentate; and make him a very dangerous adverſary, and 
far more than a match for human ſtrength and wiſdom. 
The red dragon is deſcribed as © having ſeven heads and 
« ten horns, and ſeven crowns upon his heads; and his 
« tail drew the third part of the ſtars of heaven, and did 
c caſt them to the earth: and he ſtood before the wo- 
« man, ready to devour the man-child as ſoon as it was 
c born: and the ſerpent caſt out of his mouth water as 
« 2a flood after the woman, to cauſe her to be carried 
« away of the flood: And when the earth helped the 
« woman, he was wroth, and went to make war with 
« the remnant of her ſeed, which keep the command» 


<< ments of Gop, and have the teſtimony of Jasus 


« CHRIST, Rev. x11. 
Nor has the prince of darknefs wanted powerful auxi- 


liaries from the world, while not many mighty, not many 


noble, have diſtinguiſhed themſelves on the ſide of reli- 
gion: They have uſually been active in the intereſt, of _ 
hell; and while the great have led the way, the multitude 
-have ever been prone to follow their ſteps, and ſtrengthen 
their ungodly confederacy. How often have « the Heathen 
« raged, and kings and princes taken counſel, and comb 
c ned together, to plot againſt the Lozp and his Anoint- 
« ed?” How many, and how mighty, were the oppref- _ 
ſors of the church of Gep of old time? «The plowers 
« plowed upon her back, and made long their furrows.” 
What ſtrong combinations were formed to cut eff Iſrael 
from being a nation “ The tabernacles of Edom,” the 
„ Iſhmaclites of Moab, and the Hagarenes ; Gebal, Am 
1 mon, 
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c mon, and Amalek; the Philiſtines, with the inhabi- 
4 tants of Tyre; Aſſur joined with them: yea, all na- 
4c tions compaſſed them about. The mighty conquering 
Nimrods; the proud Pharaohs ; the boaſting Benhadads 
and Sennacheribs; the ambitious Nebuchadnezzars; an 
impious Antiochus, ſtyled 1/[uft#ious ; — the men who did 
ſhake kingdoms, made the earth to tremble, and cauſed 
their terror in the land of the living, — have been among 
the number of their ſworn and deadly foes. It is ſaid of 
him who was to take away the daily ſacrifice, deſolate the 
ſanctuary, and caſt down the truth to the ground, 5 his 
power ſhall be mighty, and he ſhall: deſtroy wonder- 
fully, and ſhall proſper, and practiſe, and ſhall deſtroy 
(che mighty, and the holy people z—he fhall alſo ſtand 
4 up againft the Prince of princes; but he ſhall be bro- 
« ken without hand, Dan. viii. 11, 24, 25. 

In the beginning of Chriſtianity, not only were Herod 
and Pilate, with the eccleſiaſtical rulers of the Jews, lea- 
gued together againſt it; but the Cæſars, the lords of uni- 
verſal empire, attempted by open hoſtilities to ſuppreſs it, 
and exerted every effort of power and cruelty to extirpate 
its profeſſors from the earth. In after-ages, Antichriſt 
continued the ſame ungodly work with his train of abject 
tmributary kings, who were all “ of one mind in giving 
( cteir power to the beaſt. Thus ſupported, the man 
of hn ( dat in the temple of Gon, ſhewing himſelf that 

te he is God, and exalting himſeif above all that is called 

e God and is worſhipped.” What a formidable appear- 

ance did he make from this high point of elevation l how 

rapid was his: progreſs ! how uncontrollable his power! 

how extenſive his dominion! how firmly. eſtabliſned his 

throne! „ They worſhipped the beaſt, ſaying, Who is 
« le 


* 


o 


« Satan, with all power and ſigns and lying wonders, 


C ax 2 


© like unto. the beaſt ? who is able to make war with M 


% him ? And there was given unto him a mouth ſpeak- 


« ing great things, and blaſphemies: and it was given 
« unto him to make war with the ſaints, and to over- 


« come them; and power was given him over all kin- 
ce dreds and tongues and nations,” Rev. xiii. 4, 55 7+ 
Far more than Herculean © courage and ſtrength were 
needful to encounter this matiy-headed monſter. And 
what heroes were they who dufſt bid defiance to all his 
power, and mock at all his rage! His method of war- 
ring againſt the truth, if not the moſt convincing, has 
been of all others the moſt impreſſive and irreſiſtible to 
fleſh and blood. The moſt formidable weapons have been 
formed, and all the terrors of the world employed: the 
force of human laws and penialties;—forfeitures; exile; 
impriſonmetit,—the bloody ſword, fires, racks, and deaths. 
And what force alone eould not do, craft and artifice 
muſt accompliſh : the deepeſt policy was complicated 
with the higheſt power in the Antichriſtian ſyſtem; An 
affected ſpecious ſhew of humility and devotion; the un- 
hallowed fire of religious zeal ; the thunder of ecclefiaſtic 


cenſures; viſions, figns, and lying wonders without end; 
all the arts of ſeduction, have conſpired to give energy to 


damnable errors, and ſtrength to deluſions: fo that, if 
tc poflible, the elect themſelves would have been thereby 
te deceived.” ' Whoſe coming is after the working of 


« and with all deceivableneſs of unrightequſneſs in them 
« that periſh,” 2 Theſſ. ii. 9, ro. He doth great won» 
« ders; ſo that he maketh fire come down. from heaven 
« on the earth in the ſight of men, and deceiveth them 


te that dwell on the earth by the means of thoſe miracles 


c which he had power to do,” Rev. xiii. 13, 14. 
The 
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4 man is the great power of Gop 3” 
pers, Stoics, and Epicureans;—a Porphyry; a Julian; 


16 J 


The wiſdom of the world, wit and eloquence, are fre- 
quently preſſed likewiſe into the ſervice of the worſt of 
cauſes. The patrons of error, the promoters of corrup- 


| tions, have been too often men of reputation and influ- 


ence; not only eminent for their ſtation, office, and au- 
thority, but diſtinguiſhed for ability or ſubtlety. Jannes 
and Jambres, maſters of. the occult ſciences of Egypt; 
Balaam, the famous diviner; Ahitophel, an oracle for 
counſel; the Scribes and Phariſees, who ſat in Moſes's 


ſeat, and wreſted the key of knowledge from the deſpiſed 
vulgar; Gamaliel the doctor; Tertullus the orator ; Si- 


mon the ſorcerer, „who bewitched the people, giving 
« out that himſelf was ſome great one; ta whom they all 
« gave heed, from the leaſt to the greateſt, ſaying, This 


—ſuch have been the devil's choice tools for diſcrediting 
and obſtructing the progreſs of the cauſe of heaven. Yea, 
Aaron a faint, and Peter a firſt-rate apoſtle and pillar, may 
occaſionally appear in the intereſt of Satan, abetting de- 
I, and leading many aſtray. 

Thus errors often ſpread like an impetuous flood; cor, 
ruptions advance with rapid courſe ; ungodlineſs ma 
ſeem to triumph, and iniquity to be eſtabliſhed on its 


throne; while ſcarce a man can be found that ſeeks the 


truth, or any to riſe for the help of the Loꝝ p againſt the 


mighty. To withſtand the headlong torrent; to ſtand as 


between the living and the dead; to ſtop the raging epi- 
demic plague; to reſiſt and attack the faſhionable reign- 


ing evils; muſt” appear a bold, and, to human view, a 
rain 3 e one going on a forlorn bre, 
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—Athenjian philoſo- 
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FOURTH PROPOSITION. 
It js the indiſpenſable duty of all the profeſſors of 


religion to appear openly and actively on the 


fide of the cauſe of Gon, aud to exert them- 
ſelves for the public good, eſpecially in Gs 
of great . oppoſition. 


As e e e e ene 
in the good of the commonwealth of Yael, In this day 


of public-danger, did Gop require the joint help of all 


the tribes; and for with-holding their quota of :affrftance 
were the inhabitants of Meroz curied. None ought to 
remain at eaſe or inactive when it is the dlay of Jacob's 
trouble. In the common danger, :every man ſhould be a 
ſoldier; every one ſhould look on the public cauſe as his 


own, and be ready to vun all hazards with it. It is mean 


and diſgraoeful to mind their own things, and not the 
things of CHAIs H JeSDs, . 
munity. 


The neceſſity and utility.of a public ſpirit in civil or | 


political ſocieties is / ſufficiently obvious, and univerſally 
acknowledged. Without ſome degree of this, the beſt 
conſtitutions will be in danger of periſhing. Withaut it 


they cannot poſſibly flouriſh; perhaps hardly ſubſiſt. Pri- 
vate intereſt and perſonal ſafety muſt ever be ſubordinate - 


to that of the community. Generoufly to watch, to la- 
bour, to fight, and, above all, to die for one's country, is 
reckgned truly noble and heroic. That (no man liveth 
to himſelf,“ but has a public to ſerve and care for, is a 
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maxim of reaſon as well as Scripture; and equally appli- 
cable to men, conſidered as members either of a ſecular 
or ſpiritual commonwealth: Religious patriotiſm e or pub- 
lic ſpirit, without controverſy deſerves the preference to 
any other; as it is employed about the beſt of cauſes, that 
of heaven, and the higheſt intereſts of men. As far as 
heaven tranſcends the earth, and eternity outmeaſures 
time, ſo far doth this excel that of another kind: And to 
this the profeſſors of nei are * manifold . 
tions. 

1. The NO DWP Gop,: which i is the higheſt reaſon 
for every duty, peremptorily requires them to appear on 
his: ſide, and to follow him, by adhering to his intereſt, 
and eſpouſing his quarrel, when the controverſy is de- 

pending between him and his adverſaries: He bath ſtrictly 
enjoined it upon all, © to contend earneſtly. for the faith 
cc delivered to the ſaints; 4 to be valiant for the truth 
« upon the earth; „ to hold faſt“ the high truſt com- 
mitted to them; & to riſe up for him againſt evil doers;” 
and « to play the men for their people and the cities of 
« their Gop.” He hath commanded them to be ſolici- 
tous for the coming and advancement of his kingdom; to 
< let Jeruſalem come into their minds;“ “ to pray for 
« her peace and felicity ;” © to give him no reſt, till he 
ec eſtabliſn and make her a praiſe in the earth; „ to fa- 
ec your Zion's duſt, and not to let her hands be ſlack” in 
building and repairing her ruins. 
2. Further, the divine glory requires this om ha 
oo they ſhould ever tenderly. regard, and andently pro- 
te. This is above all things dear to Gop *.he-propoſes | 


no 3 end to himſelf in nature, providence, or grace. 
IE W his people ng; to have;this' 5 their go- 
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verning principle and ſupreme end; preferring- it to 
every thing whatever; their gains; their honour, and their 
chief joy on earth, and even before their eternal happi- 
neſs. © This people have I formed for myſelf, they ſhall 
« ſhew forth my praiſe,” (If. xliii. 21.) For this end they 
muſt intereſt themſelves in that cauſe in which the glory 


of his name is ſo deeply concerned. By a dutiful regard 


to his worſhip, truths, and laws, and by an active promos 


ting of his ſpiritual kingdom, is his honour and glory . 
chiefly to be advanced. Though it cannot poſſibly be in: = 
creaſed, yet hereby it is eminently manifeſted. © When 


the intereſts of religion flouriſh; then 4 the pleafure of 
« the LorD” proſpers; and when his Zion is built, then 
« he appears unto men in his glory.“ In his holy place 


his glory chiefly reſides; from thence: it ſhines forth, and 


is diffuſed abroad, and all the world is filled with the luſtre 
of it. None that duly regard the end will be indifferent 
about the means: None who have the divine fire of love 
to his name kindled in their hearts, can be cold and in- 
different about what relates to it. They will love with 
the ſame degree of ardor « the habitation of his houſe,” 


and delight in that place where his honour dwelleth;” and 
be anxious for its good all the days of their life. They 


will be affected with diſhonours and injuries done to his 


great name; they cannot but be diſpleaſed with thoſe that 


hate him; and with thoſe that riſe up _ _ 4 


cannot but be grieved. | 
- 3- Again, the relation which particular * Tea to 


the church of Gop, calls for ſuch a ſpirit, and obliges 


them to [intereſt themſelves in the public cauſe. If the 


ties axiſing from family, kindred, friendſhip, or country, 
n lite e together, and naturally engage and 
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161 
incline them to care for the common good; ought not the 


ſpiritual relations, the cloſeſt of all, whereby ſaints are 


joined and- compacted fogether into one kingdom, city, 
family, nay, into one body, to operate more ſtrongly? 


They are all brethren, and members one of another in 


CHRIST, communicating in the ſame divine privileges. 
The church, the Jeruſalem which is from above, is the 
common mother of them all: therefore they ought to re- 
Joict with her when ſhe rejoices, and weep when ſhe 
weeps. In her greateſt diſtreſs they ought not to difown 


| her; nor in her loweft condition to let her drop out of 


their remembtance. So the captives by the ſtreams of 


Babel fat down and wept; „ they hung their harps upon 


e the willows, while they recalled to mind the deſola- 


tions of Zion. Rather than ungratefully forget Jeruſalem, 


they with that their tongues were for ever ſtruck dumb, 


and their right harids rendered powerleſs and unſkilful. 


It is undutiful and opprobrious, when Zion © hath none 
ce to take her by the hand of all the ſons ſhe hath brought 


© up; when thoſe with whom the hath travailed in pain, 
and tenderly nurſed, fed, and dandled on her knees, ean 
' behold her ſotrow without a pang of filial affection, and 


witneſs her ealamities without a tear z—fee her enemies 


in troops round about her, without being excited to take 


her part, or attempt her xelief,—In the natural body, every 
joint and member miniſters to the good of the body, and 
ſerves to render it complete. Not one of them, from tho 
head to the foot, however infignificant, is ufeleſs or ſuperflu- 
ous. They all concur in performing ſome neceflary office, 
and communicate each their proportion of help and fuccour. 


In that ſtate of union, they have common enjoyments and 


falferings; a mutual ſympathy in pains and pleaſures, IF 


9 » ” - * 
„ 0 5 . 
863 ent Wy one 
* . - 


hang upon this nail, and are embarked upon this bottom. 


1 


one member fuffer, the whole body ſuffers with it. Sa 
it is, or ſo it ought to be, in the myſtical body of CRRIST. 
He that has no feeling or ſympathy with the body, eſpe - 
cially when grievouſly ſuffering, and that contributes no- 
thing whatever to its ſupport or ſuccour, is only an en- 
cumbrance to it; like a wen and excreſcence, or a mor- 
tified member, that deſerves to be cut off. 

4- Further, charity and benevolence to mankind demands 
ſuch a ſpirit. It is the higheſt office of love to promote 
mens beſt intereſts, and contribute to the happinaſy of 
many. He that is influenced by ardent zeal fot promoting 
the cauſe of Gop and religion on the earth, ſeeks not the 
good of one or a few, but of all the thouſands of Judah, 
and the ten thouſands of Ephraim. On the ſucceſs or 
ruin of that, the fate of multitudes, of whole nations and 
generations of men, is involved. The deareſt, the moſt 
precious intereſts of ſouls, eternal happineſs or miſery, 


Should this ſink or go to wreck, mens all, indeed, is gone: 
they would not only be deprived of their beſt ſupport and 
conſolation here, but periſh in the deeps of miſery for 
ever; while nothing could paſſibly retrieve the loſs, or 
countervail the damage, When a kingdom falls, what 
multitudes are cruſhed in its ryins. If the ciſterns that 
ſupply a city with water be dried up, or the conduits cut, 
the whole inhabitants muſt periſh for thirſt. In like 
manner, ſhould the heavenly light of revelation at any 
time be quenched; ſhould the meſſengers of peace, whoſe 
« feet are beautiful upon the mountains,” diſappear 3 
ſhould Zion's temples be razed, or the wells of falvation 
ſhut up and ſealed, what a grievous famine muſt en- 
ſue?— Not a famine of bread, or a thirſt for water, but 
i '« of 
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| B | 
cc of hearing the word of the Lokp.“ Or ſhould theſe 


b ountains be poiſoned; the doctrines and ordinances of his 


grace be corrupted; and pernicious errors, blind ſuperſti- 
tions, and damnable idolatries, be fubſtituted in their 
room; how diſmal muſt be the conſequenees? The people 
muſt be deſtroyed for lack of knowledge; Zion's ſons 
would faint and die at the head of every ſtreet; conver- 
ſion and ſpiritual edification would be at a ſtand ; the 
prince of darkneſs would ſet up his enſigns for triumph, 

and make ſpeedy havock of ſouls, carrying them captive at 
his will. If thoſe are eſteemed deliverers and friends of 


| mankind who ſucceſsfully aſſert the cauſe of external li- 


berty, who reſcue their fellow-creatures from dungeons, 
who © free their ſhoulders from burdens, and their hands 
« from pots,” or who ſecure their property and rights 
from the graſp of avarice, rapine, and the encroachments 
of lawleſs power; how much more thoſe who have a hand 
in extricating men from a worſe than Egyptian ſlavery, 
and emancipating conſciences from all ſorts of ſpiritual 


deſpotiſm? If thoſe who expel tyrants, and rid their coun- 


try of robbers and invaders, bring the blefling of many 
upon them; do not thoſe perform as kind an office, and 
work as great a deliverance, who baniſh Atheiſm, vice, 


and impiety from a land? If thoſe who have painfully cul- 


tivated barren deſarts, civilized barbarous tribes, who 
have eſtabliſhed laws and good government; “ if the 
« lords of the Gentiles, who exerciſe authority over them, 


« are called benefactors” if ſuch have ſometimes been 


confidered as ſo many deities below; —in what light ſhould 
theſe be viewed who prove the happy inſtruments of en- 


lightening and reforming mankind, bringing them, from 
nee, error, and profaneneſs, the rude ſtate of na- 


ture, 


ee and facrificed their ſons and daughters unto devils.” 


1 
ture, ſetting up among them the government of the Prince 
of Peace, and diffuſing abroad the ſweet bleſſings of his 
kingdom? None can ſpend and be ſpent to better pur- 
poſe: none can live or die more uſefully and profitably 
than by living and dying for ſuch purpoſes as theſe. Here 
is full ſcope for catholic love in its utmoſt latitude to diſ- 
play itſelf. The wiſhes and endeavours of ſuch as truly 
feel the force of this divine principle, will not indeed be 
confined to a narrow circle. Not only for their near 
« friends and brethren's ſake will they ſay peace and pro- 
cc ſperity be within Jeruſalem's walls ;” but overleaping | 
the narrow: limits of kindred, party, and country, they 
will pant for-the goal of univerſal good, and graſp the 
whole human race in one benevolent embrace. Their 
« hearts defire and prayer for Iſrael,” for all men, © is 
«that they may be ſaved.” The uſefulneſs of ſuch is not 
reſtricted to the times and places in which they live, but 
their works do follow them. Their ſhort labours and 
ſufferings may be means of conveying bleſſings to gene- 
rations unborn; and lateſt poſterity may reap the fruits of 
them. In their remote conſequences, they may run pa- 
rallel with time itſelf, and flow into endleſs eternity. 
Their children after them will have good cauſe to “ rife 
« up and call them blefſed.” A pure religious teſtimony 
tranſmitted to poſterity is a valuable legacy: and the goſ- 
pel, with all its attendant ordinances and privileges, is the 
beſt and moſt enriching inheritancg. Whereas, by negli- 
gence and unfaithfulneſs, perſons may render themſelves 
acteflory to the ruin of thouſands, and involve themſelves 
deeply in the cruel and atrocious guilt of thoſe who & em- 
ce brued their hands in their own childrens guiltleſs blood, 
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5. But not only doch true charity call for ſuch a public 
fl but regard to their own intereſt ſhould prompt 
every perſon to it. When generous and more diſintereſted 
motives take no hold on men, or make but a feeble im- 
preſſion, ſelf- love and intereſt will ſeldom fail to operate 
powerfully. In the preſent caſe, both theſe concur with 


vidual is included: he that ſeeks the one will not miſs the 
 dther; whereas he that neglects the one, forſakes his own 
mercies, and doth it to his great damage and peril. Theſe 
/ two. Ke in Ahe ſame ſcale, and riſe and fall together. What 
perſouy for the ſervice and honour of Gop is not loſt 
to themſelves, but redounds to their . higheſt advantages 


n 


they build unto themſelves a ſure houſe at the ſame time. 


ſhall they be. They ſhall all proſper who love Jeruſas 
lem's peace: They ſhall ſuck, and be ſatisfied with the 
breafts of her confolations. When it is well with Zion, 
it is well with her children; but if evil befall her, how 
ean they eſcape a ſhare of the calamity? Their life is 
bound up in her life, as Jacob's was in his Benjamin. 
Mordecai, in a time of threatening danger to all Krael, 

ſent the Jewiſh queen this meflage, to rouze her from ſu- 
pineneſs, and to quicken her zeal and courage: * Think 
« not with thyſelf that thou ſhalt eſcape in the king's 
* houſe more than al the Jews: For if thou altogether 
60 holdeſt thy peace at this time, then ſhall there enlarge- 
« ment and deliverance ariſe to the Jews from another 
« place, but thou and thy father's houſe ſhall be deftroy- 

« ed,” (Efth. iv. 13, 14. ) There is the higheſt danger in 
a and the nobleſt encouragement and richeſt 
gains 


* 


united force. In the public good, the good of the indi · 


They who are moſt zealous to build a houſe for Cop 


Of the fruits of their labours they ſhall eat; and happy 


11 


gains in favouring and helping the cauſe and people of 
Gon, even, to run every riſk with them, and ſuffer every 
loſs for them. For our on ſake rather than his, for our 
profit and: not Gop's, doth he demand ſuch a. ſervice at 
our: hand. Not as if he had need of us, but becauſe we 
infinitely heed him: not as if his intereſts were fo depen- 
dent on us, as that they muſt inevitably periſſi without us; 
but becauſe our preſent and future good is ſo inſeparably 
connected witk, and, in ſome fort, dependent on our ap- 
pearing and continuing on his ſide. He calls his people 
to the ſield, that he may there take a proof of them; that 
hereby they may have opportunity of ſhowing their 


that he may put diſtinguiſhed honour upon them,” and li- 
berally reward them. Befides the preſent ſupplies and 
charges wherewith: they are amply and (conſtantly fur- 
nithed during the warfare; beſides: the ſatisfaction, ho- 
nout, and gain, which ariſe from the nature of the ſer- 
vice itſelf, whereby it ſufficiently indemniſies all who are 
engaged in it; there are alſo palms of victory, immortal 
and unfading crowns, prepared for them hereafter. «© Gop 


« loye, which ye have ſhewed for his name's ſake, in that 
« 'ye have miniſtered; to the ſaints, and do miniſter, 
Heb; vi. It is far more eligible, honourable, and delight- 


« people, of Gop, than to enjoy the pleaſures of fin, 
« which are but for: 2 ſeaſon;“ how much more when 


great things are promiſed to him that overcometh ! «© The 
tc hidden manna; „ the 5 of the tree of life;ꝰ © the 


« white ſtone and new name ;” thrones, crowns, ſceptres, 
'D white 


faith and fidelity, their love and ready obedience; and 


« is: not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of . 


ful; even for the preſent, “ to [ſuffer affliction with the ' 


reſpect is had to the future recompence of reward! What 
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white robes, with authority over the nations; the bright- 
neſs of the morning-ſtar, and the ſplendour of the meri- 
dian ſun. Then ſhall the righteous ſhine forth in the 
* kingdom of their Father; and they who have turned 
ec many to righteouſneſs as the ſtars, for ever and ever, 
Dan. xii. What is loſt in this cauſe; is found with advan- 


cc life ſhall loſe it; and he that loſeth his life for CHRIS T's 
cc ſake; ſhall find it.” © No man hath left father or mo- 
« ther, brother or ſiſter, houſes and lands, for the king- 
« dom of heaven, but ſhall receive tenfold: more in the 

« preſent: life, and in the world to come life gg! 
Matth. ix. 29, 30. : 

6.. To the above conſiderations we may add the many 
inſtances of heroic faith and religious patriotiſm recorded 
in Scripture, which were meant to animate us with the 
fame ſpirit, and lay us under an obligation to imitate them 
in ſimilar circumſtances: As the defects and faults of ſome 
are branded with cenſure, and held out as a warning; and 
their puniſhment: ſet up as a beacon to thofe who come 
after; ſo, on the contrary, the approven characters and 
applauded actions of others therein delineated, ſerve as a 

ſtriking and perpetual monitor, ſaying, * Go. thou, and 
cc do likewiſe.” With examples of both ſorts doth this 
chapter, where the text lies, abound. Indeed, the ſpirit 
we ſpeak of hath fhined conſpicuouſly in all the ſaints 
whoſe names are mentioned with diſtinguiſhed honour 
in the ſacred volume, and made a principal part of their 
character. “ By it the elders obtained a good: report.” 
This formed the band of famous worthies,. the army of 
prophets and apoſtles, confeſſors and martyrs, and raiſed 
up that great cloud of witneſſes with which we are ſur- 
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tage, and turns to immenſe gain- « He that ſaveth his 


the reproach and ſufferings of CHRIST. 


! 
rounded on all ſides. This made Noah a preacher of 
righteouſneſs to a degenerate age, and induced him to la- 
bour long and earneſtly to ſtem the flood of iniquity, and, 


if poſſible, to ſave a drowning world. This made Lot a 
reprover of wickedneſs, and to vex his righteous ſoul 


daily with the manners of Sodom. This made Joſeph a 


ruler of Egypt, a father to Pharaoh, and the ſupport of 
his father's houſe, and of his unnatural brethren, when the 
famine was-ſore, and the ſtaff of bread broken. By this 
Moſes, when he came to years, was inclined 'to attempt 
the relief of his injured and oppreſſed (brethren, and to 
forſake Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king, nor re- 
garding its honours and treaſures, that he might ſhare in 


him again forſake his retirement, and reviſit Egypt, at 
the divine command, to bring up Iſrael thence; and to 
ſubmit to bear the burden, the murmurings, and:the ſtrife 
of that people in the wilderneſs, -where his days were 
waſted, and his heart brought down with grief, for the 


good of Iſrael; for whom often « he ſtood in the breach,” 


« that the Lox» ſhould not ſlay them ;“ generouſly re- 
jecting the tempting propoſal of aggrandiſing himſelf and 
family, by being made a great nation, at the expence of 
the congregation. This alſo made Phineas riſe up and 
execute judgment, and ſtay the raging plague. How 
warmly did this holy fire burn in the breaſt of Elijah, 
whereby he was ( exceeding jealous for the Loxp Gop 
« oF Hos rs, when the children of Iſrael had broken 
« down his altars, and ſlain his prophets with the ſword !“ 


this emboldened him to plead the cauſe of Gop publicly 


in the face of danger, ſingle and unſupported ;- while the 


1 of Baal were three hundred and fifty, counte- 
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nanced by royal favour. Did not the ſame ſpirit emi- 
nently appear in the life and character of David, the man 


after Gop's own heart? While he was but a youth; he 
could not hear with patience the opprobrious challenge of 
the uncircumciſed Philiſtine defying the armies of the 
living Gop; but while the hearts of all were intimidated 
and frozen with terror, he put his life in his hand, .and 
entered the liſts with him. To promote religion and the 
ſervice of Gop was the great buſineſs and glory of his 


_ reign. For this he tuned his ſweet melodious harp; 
ſtripped off his royal robes, and girt himfelf with an 


ephod, and danced before the ark: to this he devoted 


the ſpoils of bloody wars, and the fruits of many victo- 


ries. He could not think to dwell in a houſe of cedar, 


while the ark of Gop dwelt in curtains: ſleep fled 
from his eyes, and ſlumber was debarred from his eye- 


lids, “ till he found a place for the Loxp, a! habita- 


c tion for the mighty Go of Jacob: in a word, the 


«zeal of Gop's houſe, did eat him up.” Did not the 


ſame anxious care, the ſame zeal and activity, appear 


in Nehemiah, a man who came to ſeck the gond of If- 
rael, in à time when Jeruſatem's: walls and gates were 
broken den, and the work and ſervants of Go, deſpi- 


ſed, and much oppoſed ? The ſame ſpirit came upon Ze- 
rubbabel and Joſhua; and they vigorouſly promqted the 


building and reſtoration of the houſe of Gop. And what 


but this made the Apoſtle of the Gentiles forſake his for- 
mer piofpet̃ts and connections, join thimfelf to the perſe- 
ceuted, become a zealous preacher of the croſs, going from 
dity to city, ant from land to land; ſupporting ünparal- 
eled fatigues, undertaking the moſt arduous enterpriſes, 


eombating tlie fierceſt oppoſition,” and braving innume- 
Bienen 2 83 25 rable 
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rable dangers. This brouglit on him & daily che care of 


c all the:churches.” Hence his more abundant: labours? 
his watchings and faſtings, his perils by waters; perils in 


the wilderneſs, perils by falſe brethren :? hencelhis repeats 


ed ſtonings; hence his frequent” ſtripes," hi bonds, and 
priſons; and hence a violent death at laſt at Rome. But 
none of - theſe things did move him; neither did he ac- 
count his life dear to himſelf, that he might finiſh his 
eourſe with joy. But time would fail to enumerate par- 


ticulars - to ſpeak of Gideon, and of Barak, and of 


« Samſon; and of Jephtha, of Samuel, and of the pro- 
«/phets;—of thoſe who through faith ſubdued kingdoms, 
<«.'wrought righteouſneſs, ſtopped the mouths of lions, 
« quenched the violence of fire, eſcaped the edge of the 
« fword, out of weakneſs were made {trong, waxed va- 
© liant in fight, cram flight the enemies bak the aliens; ; 


Heb. xi. 32, 33, 34. 


Mere it needful to call up more ee we might 
find them among that-tender ſex who are uſually exempt= 


ed from public ſervices, .toils, and dangers; even women, 


who are privileged by the laws of war, have not always 
tarried at home indolently to divide the ſpoil. The di- 
ſtinguiſhed piety, the active zeal, the manly and heroic 
courage of many of theſe, may reproach the ſoftneſs and 
timidity of more effeminate men, and put for ever to the 


bluſh thoſe daſtardly fouls who turn their backs in the day 


of danger. Miriam the propheteſs” ſhared with Moſes 
and Aaron in the public cares of the congregation of the 
Loxp; and on the day of the memorible deliverance at 


the Red Sea, ſhe acted à eonſpicuous part; leading forth 

the women in the ſaered dance, ſtriking up a joyful cho- 

rus, and anſwering in alternate notes, ſaying, Sing ye” 
cc to 
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tc horſe and his rider hath he thrown into the ſea;” Exod, 
xv. 20, 21. In like manner Huldah the propheteſs, in 
the days of Joſiah, was applied to in a dangerous criſis, 
and conſulted in the moſt important affairs of the king- 
dom as the oracle of Gop; 2 Chron, xxiv. 22, &c. And 
here we find Deborah not only adminiſtering judgment to 
Iſrael under her palm-tree between Ramah and Bethel 
but going up to the high-places, afſembling an army, ani- 
mating them for the battle, delivering inſtructions to the 
general; yea at his requeſt, ſhe accompanies him in per- 


ji ſon to the field: ſo that, under God, ſhe appears to be 


the foul and ſpirit of the whole enterpriſe. Jael alfo, the 
wife of Heber, is pronounced bleſſed above women; be- 
cauſe, in a lucky moment, ſhe ventured to put her hand 


Wo to the nail, (formed to hold the diſtaff), and her right- 


hand to the workman's hammer, and ſmate through the 
temples of the ſleeping tyrant; thus ſnatching the ho- 
nours from the too backward and diſtruſtful Barak, as 
Deborah had foretold him. We might alſo mention 
Eſther, who boldly went undeſired into the court of the 
king, reſolving, at the hazard of her dignity and life, to 
preſent her petition, and undertake the cauſe of her de- 
voted people, To ſay nothing of the heroiſm of the apo- 
cryphal Judith; nor of the women who miniſtered to 
CarsT, acted openly the part of mourners at his cruci- 
fixion and funeral, when the diſciples had fled ; and wha 


went early in the morning to pay his dead body honours 
act the ſepulchre, unterrified at the Roman watch: nor of 
moſe religious and elect ladies, praiſed by the Apoſtles, 


who n. er and ſucceſsfully in promoting the 
goſpel, 


* 


goſpel, and who abounded in charity to its miniſters and 


7 © ec | 


profeſſors. ' 
But, to carry this argument to the higheſt pitch, we 


muſt look unto © Jt$vs, the author and finiſher of our 
« faith;” and in him behold the moſt perfect example 


of this as of other duties, and the ſtrongeſt incitement to 


it. How early in life did he ſhow himſelf intent upon 


and how unweariedly did he go about doing good to the 
bodies. and ſouls of men! in nothing feeking his own 


glory, but the glory of him that fent hin How 'zea- 


louſly did he vindicate the honour and purity of the di- 
vine laws from the corrupt gloſſes current in the age; ſe- 
verely condemning the falſe doctrine, the ſuperſtitious 
devotion, and the wicked practices of the Scribes and 
Phariſees! How careful was he to free the divine inſtitu- 
tions from the cumberſome ſuperadded load of human ce- 
remomies and traditions; and to purge: the temple from 
profanation, whipping thence, in the fervour of his ſpi- 
rit, the buyers and ſellers ;—making it evident that theſe 


words were truly applicable to him, « The zeal of thy 1 


« houſe did eat me up !”—But, indeed, what was the 
whole of his undertaking, and his life and death in our 
world; but the accompliſhment of the moſt diſintereſted 
ſervice, and the moſt important of all deſigns ? even no- 
thing lefs than bringing glory to Gop in the higheſt, 


peace to earth, and good-will towards men! He is the 


great Saviour and Deliverer, on whom Gop laid our 
help; who was equally able and willing to engage in the. 
cauſe of heaven, and of Toft man, againſt the mighty ty- 
rant of hell; and of whom all the temporary ſaviours, 


judges, prophets, and kings, formerly raiſed up, were 


but 
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| | : but faint types.—He voluntarily became poor, that he 


might proclaim liberty to the eaptiyes; - and was made a 
curſe, that he might be a common bleſſing. ; When all 
was in peril of being loſt, (when he ſaw that there was 
« no man, he put on righteouſneſs as a breaſtplate, and 
4 an helmet of ſalvation on his head; he put on the gar- 
“ ments of vengeance for clothing, and was clad. with 
44% zeal 26-2; cloak and thus ( ſpoiled principalities and 
ce powers, — bs finiſhed tranſgreſſion, —and procured e- 
ternal ee laying down his life a ranſom for 
many. He had more in view than the good of that age 
and country in which he lived and died. The happineſs 
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great multitudes which no man can number, depended 
upon the important event. It was, expedient,” ſaid 


tlie whole nation might not periſn:“ So. CH RLS in- 
deed died for that nation; ( but not for that nation only, 

« but that he might gather into one all the children of 
blen are ſcattered abroad, John xi. 50% 52. 
Hence they will all join for evet an crying, Thou waſt 
«; flain, and haſt redeemed us to Gon by thy blood)? 
Rev. v. 9. Surely greater, love and purer benevolence 


«as CHRIS HI died for us, ſo we ought,” faith 1 As 
poſtle, to lay down our lives for the brethren.” | 

Rr Chriſtians Ought to imitate the n6bleſt charatevs, and 
I form on the-beſt examples. They muſt be- followers of 
mem. who through faith and patience inherit the pro- 
miſes; more eſpecially of the glorious Captain of their 
Wi falvation, who was made 88 t ſufferings, and 
Tils ©£ hath 


might make many rich he became a ſervant, that he 


of all paſt and ſuture ages, tlie ſalvation of all nations, of 


Caiaphas, & that one man ſhould die for the people, that 


than this were never diſplayed among men: Wherefore; . 
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hath left them an example that they ſhould follow his 


ſteps. It is true, indeed, there are many of the actions 
of our Lok p, as well as of the ſaints, celebrated in Scrip- 
ture, which are neither poſſible nor lawful for us to at- 
tempt. Theſe being performed, either by a divine power, 
or by an extraordinary ſpirit, and immediate divine im- 
pulſe, which raiſed them for the time aboye the ordinary 
rules of human prudence, rational probability, and even, 
in ſome inſtances, above what may be reckoned the uſual 


laws of humanity, friendſhip, or juſtice, they cannot be | 


propoſed for ordinary examples; nor are they to be imi- 
tated in the kind or circumſtances of the acts. Of this 
nature were the heroic acts of Phineas, Ehud, Jair the 
wife of Heber, Sampſon, Elias, and others; which none, 
without being endued with the ſame extraordinary fpirit, 


and afſured of the ſame divine calt and approbation, might 


preſume, without raſh folly and impiety, to imitate: yet 
even in theſe, the motives and ends which prompted them, 
and the laudable fpirit, the religious love of the public, 
ſo conſpicuous i in * were ern propoſed that _ 
might be followed. 

| Wherefore, all theſe things eomſidered, every Chriſtian 
is laid under the ſtrongeſt obligation, and has the higheſt 
reafon to cultivate ſuch a ſpirit. For his own ſake, and 
for his friends and brethrens fake, they are bound to ſeek 
the peace and felicity of Jeruſalem, and to promote the 
good of the, commonwealth of Iſrael. The trueſt ſelfs 
intereſt prompts itz and charity to men requires it. Thofe 
to whom their own ſalvation, or the ſalvation of others, is 
dear, muſt this way evidence it. If there be any regard 
for the honour of Gop; any love to the Lox D IxsUs in 
ſincerity;. any gratitude for his precious redemption; if 
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there be any force in example, even the beſt-and the high: 
eſtz any noble ambition; any true love of” fame and glo- 
ry: any due value for immortal ouls;finally;; . if. there 


ebe any comfort of love, any eonſolation of the Spirit, 


<«-any-bowels and mercies,” for thoſe who are periſhing; 
if there be any attention to riſmg-poſterity, or any re- 
gardi tothe welfare of generations yet wuitborn ;—all theſe 
muſt: conſpire: together to awaken and. cheriſn ſuch a ge- 
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Ae [ ought to befriend the c common cauſe, and 125 


the intereſts of religion in the ways competent 
to their ſeveral ſtations, and e to their 
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* 'Evzny n 18: bound to e wr his ſhare, and 
part, were it but only a mite, into the ſacred, treaſury. 
None can be wholly exempted from the ſervice, though all 
cannot be helpful in the ſame manner, or in the ſame de- 
grer. Though the obligation, and many of the duties re- 
ſulting from it, be common to all, yet the LoR D exacts 


and expects more at the hand of ſome than of others. 


To whom much is given, of him much ſhall be requi: 


cc red? and more may be required in ſome times and cir- 


cunſtances than in others. Uncommon, dangers, and 


extraordinary occurrences, may call for, extraordinary, xy 


ertions and ſervices. As Gop hath ſet the members eyery 
one in the body as it hath pleaſed him; and as he mar- 


thals the armies of heaven in their order, and appoints to 
＋ | each 
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each among them his proper ſphere; ſo hath he alſo af. 
ſigned to every one his place and work in the church! 


and no one needs to forſake his proper calling, or go be- 
yond his ſtation, in order to advance the LoRp's ſervice. 
If a Saul, in a fit of impatient and irregular zeal, attempt 
to do facriſice; or an aſpiring Uzziah graſp the cenſer 
along with the ſceptre; ſuch indiſcreet and unwarrantable 
proceedings cannot fail to be productive of wrath to them- 


| ſelves, and i injury to the work of Gor. As there ought 


to be no deſertion, ſo neither ſhould: there be eneroach- 
ing uſurpations, nor irregularity among the tribes of the 
LorD. „ 'Gop is not the author of confuſion, but of 
cc peace; as in all the churches of CHRIST Y All muſt 
keep their ranks; and thus imitate the beautiful order of 


the heavenly hoſts, who revolve in their orbs, and therein 


Fulfill their orders; as it is mane $3 The ſtars in A 
« aztrſes Fought againſt Siſera. | 


The helpers of the Lok p in tiiis ſpiritual watfare may 


be diftinguiſhed, "chiefly,” into three different ranks or 
claſſes. The firſt is, that of the Magiſtracy; — the ſecond, 
of the Miniſtry and che third, of the People at large. 


The concernment and proper duty of each of theſe, in | 


nh Acer; wr be a little diſtinetty conſidered. 
n 0 U The Duty of Rulers, | 5 


Ty 
. - >© 3s 


N Wer TkIA AA their influence and favour, and by 


a proper application of their aurhority, ay be more uſe- 


ful than others in more private ſtations can be. It is | 
true, indeed, chefe art not oſſice bearers in tlie church, 
nor can they lawfully affume any ſupremacy over her; nor, 
in conſequence of any civil power they arẽ inveſted with, 


exerciſe any Power purely cccleſiaſtical: nor ought they, 
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1 any caſe, to encroach on the true liberties of Chriſtians, 
or the rights of conſcience: yet they ought ever to prove 


[367 


the church's friends and faithful allies; or, in the language 


of the Prophet, “ nurſing fathers, and nurſing mothers; 


-and by proper attention to the intereſts of religion, the 


only baſis and firmeſt ſecurity of government, and the 
ſpring of all juſtice and morality among men, they may 
prove eminent bleſſings to their ſubjects; and then only 
is the end of their office gained in its full extent, when 


due care is taken, and proviſion made, that their infe- 


riors may © live peaceable lives” under them; not in mo- 


ral honeſty only, but in godlineſs alſo, Their duty, in this 
matter, cannot altogether lie in what is merely negative; 
or in an abſolute neutrality, and total indifference- about 


religion and reformation as matters, that,' in no ſhape, 
pertain to the magiſtrate's province. It is not enough, 
ſurely, that they abſtain from offering any direct injury, 
or actual detriment to the church's intereſt; that they be 
no bloody perſecutors, as Nero or Domitian, a Philip or 
a Charles: But the word of Go D, and the principles of 
Chriſtianity, as well as the united voices of all the Prote- 
ſtant churches, both allow, and allot: to them ſomething 


more. They are bound to come forth to the help of the 


Lond, by atfording poſitive protection, countenance, and 
| ſupport to his cauſe; not merely by their private life and 
perſonal example, but in their public magiſterial capa- 


city, by laws expreſsly in favour. of the true religion and 


its profeſſors; ſecuring them in the public profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity, and the obſervation of all its inſtitutions, by 
removing ſuch things as are external bars and obſtrug- 
tions to the free progreſs of religion and reformation; by 
defending the chureh n all out ward violence and 
dangers; 


* 1 


dangers ; hy watching over her order and peace, and ui | 
taining her in the enjoyment of all her rights and privi- 
leges as a viſible organic body; for the preſervation of 
which, againſt the encroachments of worldly power, or 
the violent attacks of falſe and corrupt religions, or the 
turbulent and injurious practices of her own diſorderly 
members, the church is furniſhed with no coercive power; 
but is no where prohibited from accepting the aid and 
benefit of ſuch a power, from thoſe with whom it is in- 
truſted. By theſe, and other methods, too tedious here 
to explain, may rulers, ſupreme or ſubordinate, help reli- 
gion againſt the mighty, and ſerve the intereſts of the Re- 
deemer in the earth. There is no power ordained of 
Gop, but is to be applied for the glory of Gon; and 
none, but what is both compatible with, and capable of 
being ſubſervient unto his gracious and ſpiritual govern- 
ment among men; for the ſake of which, ultimately, all 
« kings and kingdoms riſe,” and “ kings and kingdoms 
« fall.” And it is the injunction of the King of kings, to 
all the princes of the earth, « to ferve the Lox p with fear; 
6 to kiſs the Son,” Pſal. ii.; and do homage to him. 
Though there be a ſpecific difference between the 
kingdom of CuRIST and the kingdoms of this world; 
though the former be heavenly and ſpiritual, and the lat- 
ter, with all the authority exerciſed in them, be purely. 
ſecular; yet this doth not hinder but that . the earth may 
« help the woman;” in ſo far as the church of CHRIST, 
as a viſible ſociety, has à connection with the men and 
the things of this world. It may be affirmed, that, in 
proportion as the kingdom of CHRIS, and its members, 
may be affected and injured by ſecular power and civil 


2 0 8 directed againſt them (as in very many in- 
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les they may), ſo far may they, as be aſſiſted 
and benefited by them CHONG 
Cnxlsr's kingdom, though it receives its being, con- 


- Annen, and laws from heaven, yet it is ſet up, and vi- 


fibly 1eſtabliſhed in the earth: though it be not sf; yet it 
is in this world; and therefore is not ſo ſpiritual as to be 
entirely detached from, and diſconnected with material 


things, as ſome modern refiners dream. While it con- 
tinues in ſuch a ſtate, it is neceſſarily ſubjected to more 


or leſs of liberty or reſtraint; of peace or tribulation; and 
admits af very different degrees of outward extenſion and 
diminution; and theſe, under Providence, very much de- 
pend on the diſpoſition and conduct of thoſe who admi- 
niſter the external affairs of this world, and on the con- 
ſtitution and laws of ſecular kingdoms being friendly or 


adverſe. It is true, religion and reformation have ſome- 


times' made great progreſs, not only without the favour 
of rulers, but in the face of oppoſition and perſecution 


from them: But it is alſo true, that theſe have too often 


been no leſs ſucceſsful in marring or overturning them; 
and have proved the principal cauſe of whole nations con- 


tinuing under the ſhackles of ignorance, adolatry, or ſu- 


perſtition, and of thouſands making ſnipwxeck of the faith 
and a good conſcience. The deplorable condition of Ma- 
hometan and Popiſh, as well as many Pagan countries, 
are ſufficient evidences of the former; and the Hiſtory 
and Martyrologies of the. Church abound with too many 
melancholy progfs of the latter. Though Gop may ſe- 
eretly feed his church when driven into the wilderneſs;— 


though, perſecution, by his bleſſing, may, in the event, be 


over-ruled for good; yet who will ſay that it is for the pre- 
Feat fichrable, or in itſelf profitable? It is eaſy for Om- 
| nipotence 
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nipotence.to preſerve his work-ſrom deſten tion under the 


moſt grievous, oppreſſions - yet to ſee (c the buſh; burning 
« in the fire without being conſumed,” is a ſtrange. and 
marvellous: ſight: and he will not ſuffer « the rod of the 
« wicked to reſt always upon the lot of the righteous,” 
leſt the ſaints of the Moſt High be wearied out, and “ the 
« righteous {tretch forth his hand unto iniquity. And 
when he brings Zion from the furnace, and bleſſes her 


with glory and proſperity, he: cauſes © nations, and king- 


« doms to ſerve her; the. abundance of the ſea i is con- 
cc verted unto der, and the forces of the Gentiles come 
e unto her;“ yea, their kings do bring their glory into 
« it;“ If. Ix. If the countenance of ſecular powers, and 
the favourable aſpect of civil laws, were not in themſelves 


a. bleſſing, why ſhould Gop have promiſed. theſe, and 


connected ſuch promiſes with, the flouriſhing. ſtate of 
CnrIsT's kingdom, as in many places he hath done! ? 
Perhaps there never was an inſtance, nor can be, of reli- 
gion and reformation flouriſhing, i in 2 public and general 
way, in any nation, while the primares regni were ma- 
naging an oppoſition to them; and while the force of ci- 


vil laws, and the edge of NY were turned againſt... 
them. | 

It is commonly alleged, and indeed with too much 
truth, that the cauſe of religion has as often been a ſuf- 
ferer as a gainer at the hand of the civil magiſtrate; and 
that by his claiming and exerciſing a power circa ſacra, 
the religious rights of Chriſtians have as frequently been 
abridged, or deſtroyed, as properly ſecured. But this i is, 
ſurely, no good reaſon for its being diſcontinued altoge- 
ther. Every thing under the ſun, in which erring men 
are employed, however lawful or neceſſary in itſelf, muſt 


Fj 


- 
* * - 
- Fr — 2 * 
By **S 3 


3s NL) BP * * S » A —.” . = _ 
* , w - —_ = #- - ; 
i * e 1 - * _ . . 
rr AEST UL ets * 


x — — He 5 _ . - — - S # 4 — \ — 
- 4 =, h. 7 2 22 £ - a © — 
25 5 . 


. — 
* 2 u. = 


— 
3” 


nv. 
. ay . 
— >. . 


_— 


——— 


SY 


ED 
2 


+» 2 1 "=. ” — 
i > Y- xc — — Ps 
* be m_ = 1. 
W * 
* 1 r 


21 „„ SPY 


I as > + 


: i — PPP * 
qa — = - N — PY - 
" She - — — n 
— — - — 8 . 
* a4 « BR * 
5 _ * — — 


t 
: 
17 
11 
1 
x - 
- 
l 
fi 
1 
4 
$4 
1 
Fi: 
\ þ 
of 
1 
3 
1 . 
L * 
7 "4 
18. £4 
| 
8 * * 
14 ' 
. * 
} 
- 
14477 
7 
, * 
J # 
II. 
174 
= N 
* 
14 
ſ 


112. 

f $44 
[i 1774 
. 1 : 
if 

1 © 
F377 5 
i 
_ 


f 56 f 


be liable to abuſe. Even the ſpiritual powers; Geste de. 
legated by Cunis r to the guides and overſeers of che 
church, have been ſubject" to like miſapplications, and 
perverted, ſo far, as to rear up and ſupport 'the' blaſphe: , 
mous authority of the man of fin: and fo, by the fame 
method of reaſoning, they might be entirely aboliſhed. 
Men may judge, and ſpeak, and act amiſs in all caſes; 
but it doth not follow, that they muſt not judge, ſpeak; - 
or act at all. It may de diffrcult always to preſerve the 
due diſtinction Between the civil and eecleſiaſtical ſtate, 
and the rights and powers belonging to each, without en- 


croachment on the one ſide or the other. Thoſe powers 
which are co-ordinate, fubfi ſting together in the ſane 


time and place, and employed about ſome objects i in com- 
mon, but in a different marther, will be in great danger 


of interference : rivalſhip and mutual jealouſies may de 
expected naturally to atiſe between them; and attempts 
will not be wanting tb render one of them ſubordinate 


und dependent on the other: and, in fact, ever fince the 


_  magiftrate became Chriſtian, theſe mutual ſtruggles and 
uſurpations have been almoſt unintermitting; and either 


the one or the other hath claimed, or actually exerciſed, 
an undue ſuperiority ; ; ſometimes the eccleſiaſtical power 
overtopping, and baſely fubjeting the temporal, as un- 
der the  Papacy; or the temporal, in its turn, aſſuming a 
ſupremacy and legiſlative authority in ſpiritual things, as 
hath been, and continues to be, viſibly the caſe i in many 
countries profeſſing the Reformation, and appears to be- 


come ſtill more and more the cafe in almoſt all nations 
of Chriſtendom, whether Proteſtant or Roman Catholic; 
| which is a new kind of political Papacy, no leſs danger- 
| ous and tyrannical than the former, rearing rene on the 


2 ä ruins 


* 


y des ruins of the old. But yet in order to avoid one extreme, 
F -the there is no neceſſity of running into another. A church 
nd and commonwealth may have certam connections toge- 
ſphe- ther, and may perform mutual offices and duties towards 
fame each other, without loſing their peculiar diſtinctive cha- 
ſhed. raters, and without being abſurdly blended together in 
aſes; one heterogeneous conſtitution. A medium may be 
dak, . found, however hard to hit, between an Eraſtian ſupre- 
the macy and Sectarian anarchy; tyrannical ſlavery and faw- 
tate, leſs licentiouſneſs ; unlimited toleration and perſecution 
t en- for conſcience? ſake. Can the legiſlature no otllerwiſe 
wers | preſerve religious liberties and the rights of conſcience 
ame =o but by putting all religions on a level, as equally 
om- ntitled to public encouragement and protection ? Is no 
ger hz political law or eftablifhment warrantable but this 
de alone, « that no religious ſociety or ſyſtem whatever ſnall 
npts ec be allowed to enjoy any peculiar advantages, or claim 
nate « any ſuperiority or diſtinction in the ſtate above others, 
the as many now plead ? The friends of religion would 
11 have little cauſe to rejoice were ſuch a ſcheme of go- 
er vernment to be adopted. Were all things thus again 
ſed, to be thrown looſe, and all legal ſecurities deſtroyed; 
Ger were a Chriſtian church and a Pagan temple, a Proteſtant 


meeting and a moſque or ſynagogue, to be equally recogni- 


to be held equally ſacred; were the abandoned infidel, 
the blaſphemer, or idolater, as much in the road of pre- 


11 ferment as the men fearing Gop; it is not difficult to 
be- 
92 foreſee the many pernicious conſequences. The kingdom 


of Satan, in whatever ſhape it might appear, would, in 


5 ſuch an event, enjoy an equal degree of indulgence and 
on : favor as the kingdom of CHRIST. The greateſt evils 
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ſed in law; were the Bible, the Breviary, and the Xoran, 
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and abominations which the corruption of mankind, in- 
flamed by the venom of the ſerpent, can produce, would 
be difſeminated, and ſpring. up unchecked, provided they 
but aſſume the cover of religion and the pretext of con- 
ſcience. Every ſpecies of falſe and corrupt religion would 
find an open door to enter by; ſome of which would not 
fail to fix their roots deep, waiting the firſt favourable op- 
portunity to eſtabliſh themſelves in the throne of domina- 
tion; and thus to act over again the ſame part which they 
have ever been found to do whenever they gained ſuperi- 
ority, and acquired poſſeſſion of power. Thus we would 
welcome again the return of all that ignorance, error, ido- 
latry, ſuperſtition, and tyranny, which our more zealous 
forefathers found ſo hard to contend againſt, and ſuffered 
ſo much from; and which, at vaſt coſt, they got at laſt 
in great meaſure aboliſhed, and, by the moſt laudable care 
and wiſdom, .endeavoured to ſecure themſelves and their 
-poſterity againſt in all time coming. 

To ſecure and favour all religions alike, is is really to "A 
cure and favour none. Were political eſtabliſhments, re- 
duced. to the above model, they would be more favour- 


able to infidelity and irreligion than any thing elſe. They 


would, on the matter, proſcribe, and ſubject to penal ſta- 
tutes, whoever ſhould join to his religious profeſſion the 
belief that it was divinely authoriſed, and ſolely and ex- 
clufively true; which would be the ſame thing with main- 
taining, that it. was intitled to a preference, and had a 
right to take the place of all others; and this very ſenti- 


ment would be treaſonable and deadly to the peace of ſuch 


-an, ungodly eſtabliſhment, and would ſap its very founda- 


tion; and yet every perſon, who can be ſaid to have any 


Tous or conſcience at all, muſt neceſſarily have ſuch 4 
R FE | perſuaſion, 
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perſuaſi ion, and act accordingly. 1 religion, or particu- 
lar profeſſion, or form of it, attended with fuch a belief, 
can ever ſubſiſt, without aiming at the deſtruction of its 
oppoſites, nor can ever be brought into coalition with them. 
And an attempt to eftabliſh a general intercommunity be- 
tween things perpetually irreconcileable, and directly ever- 
five and deſtructive of one another, can neither confiſt 
with common ſenſe, nor can agree with any rational re- 
ligious ſyſtem whatever, however conformable to the an- 
cient one of Polytheiſm, and the no leſs abſurd one of mo- 
dern Deiſts and Latitudinarians. And perhaps no ſcheme 
could be deviſed, in its tendency more fanguinary, or 
more inimical to true religious liberty. It aims its blow, 
not againſt this or that particular profeſſion, but againſt 
all religion in general, and all parties indiſcriminately, 
who may be ſo conſcientious and ſincere in their opinions, 
whether right or wrong, as not to reach the latitude of 
the libertine infidel, or the cool moderation and indiffer- 
ence of the ſceptic. If it behoved to lay its foundation in 
the blood of ſtubborn Preſbytery, it muſt ſet up its gates 
in its firſt-born and favourite Independency. 

If indifference about the cauſe of Gop be culpable 3 in 
others, how can it be excuſable or laudable in rulers ? 
Are they, of all men, excepted from the authority of 
CurisT ? or are they the only perſons who, by virtue of 
their office, are neceſſarily debarred from any. poſſibility 
of knowing with certainty what is truth Or are they, 
upon ſuch a diſcovery, under the hard neceſſity of ne- 
glecting, and, on the matter, renouncing it again; ha- 
ving their hands tied, in their official character, from 
ſhowing it any 1 1 reſpect, or affording it any 
peculiar aſſiſtance; being equally obliged, in order to rule 
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well, to nurſe up its G Poſte with hs ſame care and ten- 

derneſs ? Muſt the crown of Ceſar and the crown of 
Cats be ever at variance, and incapable of any friend- 
ly alliance? Shall a cry be raiſed among any, but ſuch as 
have a mind that CurisT ſhould be crucified, that the 
man who ſhall paſs a ſentence in favour of CurIsT from 
the judgment-ſcat, is not & Cæſar's friend,” nor a friend 
to the natural rights. and liberties of mankind ? Or is the. 
ſceptre ſo profane, that it may-not touch any thing that 
hath the image and ſuperſcription of JesUs upon it? 
However ſuch maxims ſhould now. be cried up as the 
quinteſſence and height of good policy, and as containing 
the model of the moſt perfect and happy government, I 
am afraid they can hardly be exempted from the charge 
of 1 impiety. | 
A magiſtrate who, like Gallio, ſhould account religious 
matters none of his care, inſtead of meriting hereby the 
title of a good magiſtrate, would more properly deſerve 
that of an religious infidel. 
In fine, a government that made no ſettlement of reli- 
gion in a nation whatever, would be entirely defective, and 
adequate to its end; but a ſettlement upon the levelling 
principles, whereby every ſpecies of religion, or whatever 
might appear under that name, ſhould be equally admit- 
ted, and receive the ſanction of law, would include in it 
a virtual condemnation and denial of the truth of Chri- 
ſtianity. Its truth cannot be fairly admitted but at the 
Expence of every rival, That religion which has Gop 
for its author, whoſe eſſential atttibute 3 is unity, can be 
but one; one Lok p, one faith, one rule of worſhip, one 
: ſtandard of diſcipline and government. Diverſity. and, 
2 eauliplicity, i in tungs, divinely revealed and ſettled, is as 
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incongruous to the nature of the Chriſtian as of the 
Jewiſh religion; and is as abhorrent from it, as inter- 
community betiveen the true Gop and the gods of Paga- 
niſm. Unity and uniformity are the neceffary reſult of 
divine and poſitive inſtitution. Admit the one, and the 
other muſt be admitted; deny the one, and the other is 
by .conſequence denied. The ſpouſe of CHRIST is but 
one. If a many-headed monſter, wearing a variety of 
ſhapes, and ſpeaking with a thouſand jarring diſcordant 
tongues, be ſet up, ſhe muſt of neceſlity be diſplaced, in 


order to make room for it. Dagon and the ark of Go 


could not both ſtand or dwell together under the ſame 
roof; but it behoved one of them to fall before the other. 
Amidſt all the multiplicity of religions prevailing in the 
world, and the various different figures or forms into 
which it hath been, is, or can be caſt, there muſt always 
be one, and only one, among them which has an exclu- 
five right to be encouraged and eſtabliſhed preferably to 


all the reſt. This right, as I conceive, can be founded 


in nothing elſe than its intrinſic truth and excellence; 
though this conſideration, inſtead of being allowed as the 
primary reaſon why any religious ſyſtem or ſociety ſhould 
be preferred, is entirely overlooked or ſet aſide by ſome 
who are reckoned our beſt modern writers on this ſub- 
ject; as well as by our Machiavelian politicians, in fra- 


ming and executing their plans of legiſlation. They ſeem 
not to believe that truth and utility coincide, and that 


true religion and good policy are inſeparable. Nor doth 


this view of the matter ſuppoſe or require, in civil rulers, 


any kind of knowledge or degree of diſcernment, much 
leſs infallibility, unattainable by them, nor lodge any 


ien powers with them n incompatible with their office, 
or 
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1 
er injurious to liberty of confcience and private judgment; 
Unleſs all religion be problematical and uncertain, the 
truth in theſe matters, and by conſequence the right, may 
be diſcovered; and it is not more impoſſible or difficult for 
legiſlators to diſcover them than other men. If the doc- 
trines and inſtitutions of Chriſtianity are already fixed, 
and unalterably eſtabliſhed by divine authority, it is eaſy 
td ſee what remains as the duty of rulers with regart to 
them :—Not to invent or create; not to change or inno- 
vate; but to approve,- recommend, ſupport, defend, and 
by all habile methods to promote them. Thoſe conſtitu- 
tions alone are intitled to the ſanction of human laws 
which, either directly or indirettly, have already received 
the fanction of the Divine Truth; and religion, in its 
pureſt form, has a natural or divine right to oblige all, 
and ſo a claim to every advantage in the power of man to 
give. Error, hereſy, idolatry, ſuperſtition, or whatever 
is contrary to the laws of tlie Redeemer, as they are de- 
ſtitute of all ſuch power of Obligation, whatever forbear- 
ance it may be proper to exerciſe towards the perſons 
guilty of them, can have no ſuch claim or right more than 


vice or immorality. What is not lawful for any to do, no 


act not ordinance of man can legitimate; nor doth hu- 


mar authority owe it any ſupport or ſecurity. Where there 


is no claim of right on the part of ſubjects, there can be 


f no obligation on the part of rulers. Whatever liberty 


fubjects cannot lawfully take or exerciſe, government can- 
not TENT; an or ene : 


. 


II. The 
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II. The duty of Min1sTeRs. 


MINISTERS of the goſpel are another -order of men 
who may be more eminently uſeful, and-who ought to be 
more eſpecially active in ſupporting and promoting the 
cauſe of Gop and religion againſt all oppoſition, and a- 
midſt abounding corruption. Theſe are to proſecute this 
end in 2 manner very different from the miniſters of civil 
juſtice, and by certain means competent to no other per- 
ſons whatever. And indeed there are none on whoſe 
character and conduct the ſtate of religion ſo much and ſo 
immediately depends. Their faithfulneſs or negligence, 
their zeal or indifference, their good or bad example, have 
conſiderable inſſuence, and ſeldom fail to be accompanied 
with correſpondent effects among the people. The pro- 
per buſineſs of miniſters lies in inſpecting and advancing 
the peculiar affairs of the kingdom of heaven, being ap- 
pointed to attend continually upon this very thing. Te 
this, therefore, ſhould their life and labours be entirely 
devoted, and all their actions ultimately directed. Their 
public and ſacred office requires a large portion of public 
ſpirit z without which they muſt be as ſalt which bath loſt 
its ſavour, which is good for nothing but to be C caſt out 


and trodden under foot of men.” Having appropriated , 
their ſervices to CHRIS and his church, they are no longer. 
at their own diſpoſal ; nor muſt any private views, inch» 


nations, engagements, or intereſts of their own in this 
world, be ſuffered to interfere or retard them in the proſe- 
cution of the great ends of their divine vocation. In every 


inſtance of competition, the former muſt be ſubordinated, - 


nay. ſacrificed, to the latter. They muſt leave the dead 
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to bury their dead, while they go and preach the king. 
dom of Gop. The calls to public duty muſt determine 
their lot, and regulate their life; and the intereſts and 
edification of the body of Cnkls r fully deſerye the whole 
of their attention, and demand the whole of their powers. 
Theſe are & workers together with Gop;“ and muſt not 
lie down in eaſe, nor, like unfaithful watchmen, fſlum- 
ber in ſilence; nor be as greedy dogs, every one looking 
for gain from his quarter. They ought to foreſee, and 
ſeaſonably and plainly give warning of danger. To them 
the charge is given to “ blow the une and ſound an 

_ « alarm on God's holy mountain.” „I have ſet watch- 
tt men upon thy walls, O Jeruſalem! which ſhall not 
cc keep ſilence day nor night.“ It is theirs to incite, en- G7 
courage, and lead forth the tribes of the Loxp againſt W no 
the enemy. - So Zecharias and Haggai, tlie prophets of <1 
the Lon, ſtirred up the ſpirits of the governors, and en- of 
couraged the people in building the temple 1 in troublous ag! 
times. Except the trumpet give a certain ſound, who mi 
cc ſhall prepare himſelf for the battle?“ To them is alſo rit 

| aſſigned the important truſt of bearing the LokD's ſtan- Ge 
dard, and diſplaying a banner, becauſe of the truth; and rit 
if ſuch deſert their poſt, and faint or fail, what muſt fol- co! 
Jow but a general diſorder and fear, and the confuſed WW to 
Right and'diſcomfiture of the friends of truth? They mull D. 
therefore, as Paul enjoins Timothy, & watch in all things, ite 


_ 


ſw 


<-endure affliftions, do the work of an Evangeliſt, make du 
4 full proof of their miniſtry, and endure hardneſs as te 
© good foldiers of CHRIST JEsUs.” a 
The weapons of their warfare are not carnal, but ſpiri- . 


« tual and mighty through Gop to the pulling down of 
£c er frong-holds.” They are armed by CHRIST with the 


ſword 


L a9 1 
tword of doctrine, and that of diſcipline; both of which 
are faithfully to be applied for the defence and maintes 
nance of his kingdom, and for checking and deſtroying 
whatever is hurtful and pernicious untv'it; To all the 
floods of errors, and inundations of corruptions and wick= 
edneſs which overſpread, they are to oppoſe the pure 
word of Gop, and the genuine ſimplicity of Goſpel truth: 
the great mean appointed for ruining the works of the 
devil, before which he hath been ſeen to ( fall as lights 
ning from heaven.“ This, through the divine bleſſing; 
hath been productive of the moſt extraordinary changes, 
and the moſt ſurpriſing effects. The preaching of the 
croſs, though an offence to the Jews, and folly to the 
Greeks,” is that whereby the Redeemer hath" gained his 
noted triumphs, and by which he goes forth dt conquers 
« ing and to conquer.” It is the ſword that proceeds out | 
of his mouth wherewith he ſmites the nations, and fights 
againft the impenitent and rebellious —As every Chriſtian 
muſt take to himſelf and daily ufe the ſword-of the Spi- 
rit, which is the word of "Gop ſo he harh/ employed 
Goſpel miniſters to handle and apply it in a public autho- 
ritative manner, for converſion or condemnation, for en- 
couragement or terror, for life or for death. And this is 
to the ſervant of the Lord, as the ſword of Goliah to 
David; & there is none like it.“ Hence the Apoſtle re- 
5, iterates his inſtructions to the greateſt attention and aſſi⸗ 
ake duity in this matter, in the view of perilous and evil times: 
25 tc Preach the word, be inſtant in ſeaſon, out of ſeaſons 
« reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long-ſuffering and docs 
Irl- ce trine: For the time will (and this time is now) come, 
of ce when 8 2 will not endure ſound 4 but after 
5 4277 5:1 70 GE, 7 
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their own luſts fhialt they heap to themſelves teachers, 
ce having itching ears,” 2 Tim. ir, 1, 2 Alien a2 

It is no leſs the duty of miniſters to conte for truth, 
and promote the purity of religion by the faithful exerciſe 
of government, and the vigorous: and impartial admini- 
ſtration of diſcipline. This authority they are intruſted 
with in their joint capacity, whereby every thing that of- 
fendeth in CHRIS T's viſible kingdom is to be caſt out; 


and ſuch as fubyert and trouble its peace, and taint the 


purity of its members, in faith or manners, are to bo 
cut off. This they have in readineſs to avenge all dif- 
obedience: a power molt needful as a rampart or bul- 
wark to the city of GoD; or as a hedge around his vine- 
yard, without-which the foxes would ſpoil. the tender 
grapes, and the bear and wild beaſts of the foveſt, would 
lay it waſte. The relaxation or perverſion of eccleſiaſtical 
diſcipline muſt ever be attended with the worſt effects; 
of which the preſent ſtate of all the Proteſtant churches 
affords a melancholy proof. In the beſt times this hath 
been always moſt ſtrictly obſerved; and by this the church 
in our land hath formerly appeared © fair as the morn, 
ce clear as the ſun, and terrible as an army with banners.” 
By the terror of it have her high and powerful oppreſſors 
been made to tremble; and by its ſtroke, uſurping lordly 
prelates, the infamous creatures and tools of a court, 


2 though ſupported and protected by all its, inſſuence, have 
fallen; while their long-hatched and ripening ſchemes of 


innovation and ſpiritual deſpotiſm, have, in a; day, been. 
rendered abortive. . No weapon that is formed againſt 


Zion ſhall proſper; and every tongug that rifeth againſt 


' her in judgment ſhe thall-condern-:—this is the heri 


4 tage of the ſeryants of the ORD.“ If. liv. 17. In the 


KG * 


exerciſe 


fie 


rr 1 
exerciſe of this judicative power, all partial regards and 
prejudices 1 muſt be entirely 1a laid aſide; they muſt not judge 
for men but for the Lox D: and thus they ſhall inherit the 
bleſſing of Levi, who, in the day of grievous tentation, 
appeared himſelf on the Lox»? s fide; and acknowledged 
« not his brethren, and knew not his own children.” 

The ſpiritual cenſures of the Lord's houſe are truly 
aurful and venerable: And however they may be ſcoffed 
at by the prophane as "{acrilegious and prieſtly rage, and 


chers, 
61 8 
wuth, 


erciſe 
mini- 
ruſted 
at of- 
out; 
t the 


to bo 
die contemned by obſtinate and incorrigible offenders as no- 
bul. thing elſe but bᷣrutum fulmen; yet when fingly and faith- 


N fully inflicted, in the name, and according to the rule of 

: CHRIST, they cannot. fail to prove galling and torment- 
| ing to thoſe whom they reach, and will never return a- 
gain without doing execution one way or other. « What? 
« ſoever is thus bound on earth ſhall'be bound i in heaven, 
« and whatſoever ſhall be looſed on earth ſhall beloofed 
«in heaven.“ * Tf any inan vill hurt CnRIST's wits 
60 neſſesʒ though few, And though Propheſying in ſaek- 
cloth, * fire proceedeth büt of their mouth, and devour- 
« eth their enemies; and if any man Will hurt e he 


Bur Leh 4s ve bag been hGving, a greater we 
lies upon perſons in office and authority, yet it is not the 
peculiar buſineſs of theſe ; alone to care for the church of 
Gop, and attend to the public ſtate of religion. Though 
all men be not in, Jublic character, yet all may be of © 2 
able itte And n any perſon is thus difpoſed, nei- 
ther means Hor ppöftunities will be altogether wanting. 


Aid e vaitt Wilk mag grates or Minfſtérs do their duty, 
„ | a 


60 Nye in this manner be killed. „ Rev. vi. 5. Ig 
p . f ; 788 5 700 941 e = 
III. The Duty of he: People. faut! 
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49 antes the people alſo concur in doing theirs. Ki 18 the al. 
| ſemblage of ſmall ſtones: that makes the building ; 3 and 2 
collection of individuals compoſes an army. In a day oi 
battle, though all are not commanders or captains, yet al 
muſt fight; and victories are not owing ſolely to the {kill 
and proweſs of a general, but to the united aid and efforts 
of the whole army, from the, firſt to the loweſt ranks, 
Thus though Deborah and Barak here were leaders and 
prime inſtruments in this glorious expedition, yet they 
did not go unattended. Barak called Zebulun and 
ce Naphtali to Kediſh, and he went up with ten thouſand 
te men at his feet; Judges iv. n 
Go ſet ſome in the church, firſt, apoſtles; ſecon- 
6. darily, prophets; thirdly, teachers; after that miracles, 
« then gifts of bealings, helps, governments, diverſitics 
« of tongues.” ., But are all apoſtles? are all prophets! 
6c are all teachers? are all workers o of miracles? have al 
the gifts of healing? do all ſpeak with tongues? do al 
te interpret? No; but ĩt doth not follow that they are of 
no. uſe or. importance in the church, or that they are er. 
empted from caring for its public intereſts#they may be 
uſeful in another ſphere, and ſerve. it even in a more ex- 
cellent way than by diſcharging the moſt diſtinguiſhed 
functions, or exerc ſing the moſt eminent gifts therein. 
« If the foot ſhall ſay, Becauſe I am not the hand, I am 
« not of the body; is it therefore not of the body? and 
« if the ear ſhall ſay, Becauſe I am not the eye, I am not 
60 of the body: is it therefore not of the body ?— If the 
« whole body were an eye, where were the hearing? lf 
« the whole were hearing, where were the ſmelling? The 
« eye cannot ſay to the hand, I have no need of thee; 
| « nor again the head to the Meets) 1 have no need of yon. 
Nay, 
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cc to he more feeble, are neceſſary ? In the aſſault on 
Jericho's. walls, « the prieſts went before the ark blowing 


« with che trumpets, and the armed men vent before 
60 them, but the rereward came after the ark; and on Y 
« the ſeventh day, when the prieſts blew. with the trum · * 


« pets, all the people ſhouted. with a great ſhout, and the 
« wall fell. down. flat, ſo that the people: went up into the 
« city every man ſtraight. before him.” 80 in Gideon 
little army, * they, ſtood: every man in his place round 
ce about, the camp; and when they broke their pitchers, 


6 and. ſaid, The ſword of the LoxD and of Gideon, all 


” the hoſt of Midianites * and d cried, and fled before 
6 them. 1 ; 

It is the 1 even „ of 1 Chriſtiang | to. Donn a 
knowledge of the times they lire in, and what Iſrael ought 


to do. They ought to give a, ready and cheerful obedi- 


ence to the calls of word and Providence, following ( the 
« Lamb whitherſoever he goeth.” Even in times when 
ſcers may be blind and prophets covered, and when thoſe 
who ſhould go before in the. way, by their counſel or ex- 
ample, may be neglecting their part, they are not to look 
upon themſelves as excuſable in reſigning themſelves to 
total indifference; but ought. the more to beſtir them: 


ſelves, and if paſſible to ſtir, up; others; as Mordecai a- 


a dangerous criſis freely. expoſtulated with Eſther, and 
awakened her from her unſcaſonable lethargy; Every o one 
ſbould contend for the hanour of being firſt in moving 


for and ſetting on foot g good deſign; as there, way a 1 


ſtrife throughout all the tribes of Iſrael, during, the exile 


449090 . 


e and een a meaſure was already obvious, 9 


and 


«. Nay, much more thoſe members of the body whirh ſeem | 
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«kl 8 apparent to all; and 6606 only an Ko: 


Mit 14 neſt propoſer, or warm promoter, to be carried into . 
cation: Now therefore,” ſaid they, « why ſpeak ye 


ve a word of bringing the king back?” If perſofis be yy 
the firſt they ſhould at leaſt ftrive not to be the laſt tõ bring 


4 . dhe kin ing back. At what time the trumpet ſounds an alarm 


in their coaſts, they ſhould come forth and obey the Tum- 
mons: when they ſec the LoxD's ſtandard ſet up, thither 
they ſhould ſpeedily repair.” If any have lifted up, and are 
adhering unto a teſtimony for the word of CRRIST's pa- 
tience, this they are bound to efpouſe with all the bur- 
dens and difficulties attendant theredpon. | They muſt 
firengthen the hands of ſuch as are ſecking the welfare of 
Jeruſalem: willingly offering to aſſociate themſelves with 
them; not declining to eiter into the ſtricteſt and moſt 
ſacred Bonde even ſuch'covenant engagements with Gop 
and with one another, as the common cauſe and the cir- 
cumſtandes of the times may render neceffary; as our an- 
ceſtors have ſometimes done in behalf of their religion, 
and for the promoting of the work of G0, without ex- 
ception of rank or degree, the peaſant as well as the prince, 
the commoner as well as the lord. So- the people acted 
in the days e of Nehemiah: after theſe reformers had made 
à füre covenant; and had wrote it, and after their princes, 


| Ha 0 Tebites, ald prieſts had fubſcribed ie” «the reſt of the 


4e people, che prieſts, the Levites, the porters, the ſingers, 
« the Nethihints; "und all they that had ſeparated them- 
« felves from the people of the land unto tlie law of their 
« Gop3” theft ——— their ſons, and their? tanfhters, 
& every? one having K owledg e and underftaiidivg, Wey 


. «eve t to [their brethren Weir nobles, and entered into a 
| urſe; indi into an dach; 46 walk i in Co's cs e. 92 5 
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It is further competent to every perſon ta promote the 
public good by an exemplary. private lite, and, by ſtudying 
perſonal, reformation. This way! every man has it in his 
power to be a. bleſling, to the time and, placg in. which, he 
lives. The moral and religious ſtate of every vation is 
in ſome degree affected by the perſonal, character and be- 
haviour of every individual of which ãt iscompoſed, hom- 
ever private of obſcure. Every one who is found wick 2 
and unreformed in a corrupt age, as he makes che public. I 
guilt all his on, ſo he alſo adds his own, to the common 
ſtock, and thus helps to fill up the, meaſure. of the lands 
iniquity. The dark cloud that ſpreads over thę whole bee 
of the ſky, and threatens tempeſt and a deluge of waters 
upon the g's; is made up of innumerable, and, when 
ſeparated, very fmall and almoſt impergeptible jvapours- 
The moſt inſignificant ſpring, and the ſmalleR;rivulet that 
creeps along the face of the earth, though ſcarcely diſ- 
cernible to the eye, and though loſt, and ſwallowed up hy 
coalition with larger ſtreams, yet ſupply. that. unmeaſu- 
rable maſs of waters that forms the ocean, „ One ſinner 
« deſtroyeth much good,” and procureth much wo and 
calamity to himſelf and others; calling down the fire 
of heaven upon his own; guilty head, and all around him. 
When but one Achan committed, treſpaſs, and took of 
the accurſed thing, the Whole camp of * was, troubled 
on his account. 5 

On the contrary, 8 * are any 8 Gow 
and trembling at his word, repenting them of the evil of 
their doings, and mourning every one for his own inis 
quityz who, beholding the evils around abounding, ſtand 
at a diſtance from them, and ceaſe not to lament and be- 
wail them, though ip ſecret places; every ſuch perſon, as 
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he! is nok 3 Fartaker of other mens ſins, ſo he-drains a 
ſpring and' dries up a channel whereby the dead ſea of 
corruption was ſupplied and increaſed. Such not only 
deliver their pwn ſouls, and take the proper courſe for 
deing hid in a day of the Lokp's anger, but may be in- 
ſtrumental alſo in delivering others. For the fake of a few 
righteous perſons; have whole families, cities, and nations 
been preferved from ruin. Had five ſuch been found in 
Sodom, God would have ſpared it for their Takes. And 
where they cannot prevail to ſtop the general torrent of 
iniquity, or to avert the divine judgments altogether, they 
may have power with Gon to arreſt and fuſpend their 
immediate execution. For the elects ſake the days of 
ö tranquillity are prolonged; and the days of vengeance 
mMortened- And where there is not a ſmall remnant of 
ſuch left untainted with the common infection, that land 
mult ſoot be ag Sodom, and like unto Gomorrah;” both 


in the ſtrange nature and unreſtrained exceſs of its crying 


abominations, and in the fearfulneſs and ſeverity of its 
plagues. Times were very bad when Elijah made inter- 
ceſſion againſt Iſrael; but they had {till been worſe, if 
God had not deſerved himſelf not only a zealous prophet; 
but ſeven thoufand in Ifrael beßdes, who had not c bow- 
«ed the Knee urito Baal.“ And a national reformation, 
in the nature of things, never can take place without per- 
ſonal reformation. Any attempts towards the former 
without the latter i 15 prepoſterous, and muſt prove-unſuc- 


ceſsful. It is an abſurdity for any to pretend to be re- 


formers of others, while they continue unreformed them- 
ſelves; and he mult be ſelf- condemned, who reprehends 


the faults of others while he himſelf doth the ſame things. 
The proverb, in ſuch a caſe, could not fail to be retorted? 


mi, f . 8 


E. 57 


« Phyſician, cure yet They who become keepers of 


the vineyard of others, muſt keep their own with double 
care. The natural and ſucceſsful order of advancing 


public reformation, is for every man to begin at home; 
as the returning exiles effected the reparation of the wall 
of Jeruſalem,—every man builded before his own dwell- 


ing, and thus the work went proſperouſly on. If perſons 


be not firſt ſtriving againſt their own corruptions, their 
public contendings will be faint and feeble, and they may 
reaſonably fear that they. will be blaſted. . 

While the camp of Iſrael took of the accurſed thing, 
and retained it, though hid and concealed among them, 
the LoRD refuſed to go forth with their armies : the 
wonted ſucceſs forſook their banners; and they were ſeen 
ſhamefully to turn their backs upon their enemies. 

Again, all Chriſtians may be helpful to the Loxp's 
work and intereſt by their prayers in its behalf, Prayers 
and tears, it is commonly ſaid, are the arms of the church, 
Even when little elſe is left for them to do, the faithful 
have ftill this reſource remaining when, like Aſa, they 
perceive they have no power againſt the great multitude 
that comes againſt them, and know not what to do, their 
eyes may be turned towards the LokrD. They may here- 
by implore and procure help from aboye, and engage 
Heaven in its own quarrel. A time of the church's di- 
ſtreſs ſhould be a time of fervent and inceſſant prayer; 
when Sennacherib came againſt. Jeruſalem, and ſent Rab- 
ſhakeh to reproach and inſult the living Gop, the godly 
king went up to the houſe of the Lok p, and ſpread out 
the letter before the Lorp z. and ſent a meſſage to the 
prophet Iſaiah to this effect, «This day is a day of trouble 


« a * rebuke, and of blaſphemy, ſor the children are 
H come 


L 58 J 


« come to the birth, and there is not ſtrength to bring 


« forth ;—wherefore lift up a prayer for the remnant that 
ec are left.” Prayer ſhall he made for CuRIS T and his 
kingdom continually. As the great Head ceaſes not to 
make interceſſions, but ſays, “ for Zion's ſake I will not 
ic hold my peace, and for Jeruſalem's ſake I will not keep 
« filence ;” ſo all his people muſt urge the ſame ſuits, 
« Ye that make mention of the Lox p keep not filence, 
« give him no reſt until he eſtabliſh and make Jerſualem 
« a praiſe in the midft of the earth.” So we often fin 
them in Scripture putting him in remembrance of their 
low condition, and of his covenant and promiſe ; plead- 
ing for a revival to his work, and ſpeedy deliverance; fay- 
ing, « How long, OLD! and now and then preſent- 
ing a memorial before him of the grievances, ſufferings, 
and cruel treatment they have met with from their ene- 
mies, or at the hand of treacherous and unfaithful friends: 
66 Remember, Lord, the children of Edom, who in the 
« day of Jeruſalem ſaid, Raze it, raze it to the very foun- 
cc dation! And ſhall not Gop avenge his own elect which 
s ery unto him day and night, though he bear long with 
« them ; yea, he will avenge them, and that ſpeedily.” 
A wreſtling ſuppliant like Jacob, by his ſtrength has power 
_ with God, and prevails. The cries of faith enter into 
the ears of the Loxp of Sabaoth ; they command Om- 
mpotence; unlock Heaven's magazines; point its artil- 
lery; and draw out its. mighty legions at pleaſure :: and 
wo unto ſuch as have theſe directed againſt them. & The 
« effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth 
« much. Elias was a man ſubject to like paſſions: as 
« we are, and he prayed earneſtly that it might not rain 


«, on 7 earth, and it rained not for the ſpace of three 
85 « years 


we.” 
* 


bring 


it that 
nd his 
not to 
11 not 
keep 
ſuits. 
lence, 
1alem 


a 
their 
lead- 
; lay- 
ſent- 
ings, 
ene- 
nds: 
1 the 
oun- 
hich 
with 
iy.” 
wer 
into 
Im- 


L 59 ] 


ec years and fix months; and he prayed again, and the 
« heayens gave rain, and the earth brought forth her 


« fruits.” In alluſion to his noted hiſtory, it is ſaid of 
the witneſſes in the time of antichriſtian idolatry and de- 
fection, “ theſe have power to ſhut heaven that it rain 


« not in the days of their prophecy; and have power over 
« waters to turn: them to blood, and to ſmite the earth 


« with all plagues as often as they will,” Rev. 14. 6. 


This divine art of warring is a ſecret known only to thoſe 
that fear him, and can be ſkilfully and ſucceſsfully uſed 
by none elſe. Such weapons can proſper in no other 
hands but theirs; nor can the enemy ſecure themſelves 
againſt the impreſſion of them. No ſhield can ward off 
thoſe miſſile darts; nor can they provide any batteries 
proof againſt them. We read of a bigotted Popiſh tyrant 
who was conſtrained to confeſs, that ſhe dreaded more 
the prayers of a Knox than an hoſt of armed men. Great 
deliverances and remarkable victories have been granted, 
as the fruit and anſwer of prayer. When Iſrael Was en- 
gaged with Amalek, the hands of aged Moſes, at a di- 
ſtance from the ſcene of action, ſeemed to determine the 
event of the battle: when he lifted up his hands, Iſrael 
prevailed; and when they were let down, Amalek pre- 
vailed. When the five-Canaanitiſh kings were routed 
befare Joſhua, the day was not more memorable for the 
glorious conqueſt gained, than for the ſingular manner 
in which it was obtained; e there was no day like that 
« before it or after it, that the LorD' hearkened'unto 
« the voice of a man: for the LoxD fought for Iſrael.” 
Again, for the aid and ſupport of the cauſe of Gon, 
people ought to be ready to communicate of their ſub- 
Nance, ſo far as may be needful, and in ſuch proportion 
4 H 2 e AS 


a * . 
' a 
"4 
71 


— 
x 
— 


as ſuits their eireumſtzfices and ability, To give unto the He 
Lok D, or to beſtow for religious uſes; part of mens pro. of 
perty, as he hath proſperetevery orie, is an indiſpenfable i 
law of religion, and in itſelf a moſt reaſonable ſervice.” Al in 
; things come of him. The filver and the 'gold,” ſays he, in 
js mine;“ as well as the beaſts of the foreſt, and the th 
eattle upon a thouſand hills :- And it-is ſurely moſt fit pa 
that part of what he hath bountifully beſtowed ſhould be fu 
gratefully and voluntarily returned unto him again, fe 
« Honour the Lord with thy ſubſtance, and with the firſt M « 
te fruits of thine inereaſe; ſs ſhall thy barns be filled with te 
be plenty; and thy preſſes burſt forth With new wine. K pr 
js not only neceffary that church-members ſhould be dil. te: 
poſed to impart to the temporal wants of their pobf and fo 
diſtreſſed brethren; but alſo for the maintenance and pro- ſh 
motion of religion, in the ſupport of CALs T's ordinan- ric 
ces and miniſters, which have an appointed dependence ra 
on ſuch a ſpirit of liberality. And beſides what may be w 
requiſite for tlie ordinary ſervices and ſettled inſtitutions ip 
of religion, extraordinary calls arid occaſions may ſome- va 
times occur for the exerciſe of ſuch a duty. Whenever 
any /public-ſpirited: deſigns are ſet on foot, directly or v 
indirectly, tending to promote tlie ſpiritual and beſt in- of 
tereſts of mankind, demanding ſuch ſabfidies' or contri- Li 
butions to be penurious then, and to withhold more in 
than is meet, is to deny the Lox D a ſpecial branch of of 
his homage, and his caufe the wanted help. This is oe 
furely the nobleſt uſe to which riches: and this world's A 
goods van be applied. Nor is it the duty of the rich only Wl ſe 
communicate out of their aburidance; but of others th 
alſo, even the poor out of their deep poverty, as the Chri- ſ 


ftians in Macedonia u and as the widow who caſt in 
2. her 
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her mite, even all ſhe had, into the treaſury: and fach 
offerings are ſaid to be unto Gop « an odour of a ſweet 
« ſavour, for he loveth 4 cheerfal giver. That which 
in other hands is but the Mammon of unrighteouſneſs, be- 


ing ſpent in the ſervice of the devil and their luſts, may, 


this way, be dedicated to the temple of Gop, and make 
part of its ſacred furniture. "Whatever: worldly and ſen- 
fual men do, it is ſurely the moſt provoking in the pro- 
fefſed worſhippers of Gop, to etc take his corn, his wine, 
& and his oil, and beſtow them upon Baal.“ Shall idola- 


ters t Em gold out of the bag,“ and part with their 
precious jewels, to form their images and embelliſh their 


temples; and the hquſe of Gop want what is needful 
for its ſubſiſtence or repairs ? Shall Popiſh churches and 
ſhrines be magnificently decorated,” and their altars en- 
riched by coſtly gifts profuſely poured in from the exube- 
rant liberality of ſuperſtitious devotees; and ſhall the 
witneſſes. for truth think the ſmalleſt item too much to 
ſpend on the plain, unadulterated worſhip, and im in- 
valuable privileges of the goſpel? © . 

When the tabernacle of witneſs was t be eised! in the 
wilderneſs, not only 1 the princes of the tribes, but the reſt 
of the people, were Allowed to make their offerings' to it. 
Like contributions were afterwards made for the build- 
ing and repairing of the temple. And'the ſacrifices and 
offerings that were to be preleben there continually or 
occaſionally, were to be ſupplied from the ſame ſource. 
And as the prieſts and Levites; who were appointed to 


ſerve at the altar, had no inhefitance Smong their bre- 


thren, a ſacred portion was aſbgned them. When the 
ſpirit of reformation prevailed in Nehemiah's time, after 


. many abuſes, they © alſo made ordinances to 
66 charge 


reer 


et f 


455 


« 


_ * * I 7 if S. +5 I* Fn > -w — | * 
* 1 * + Fe 3 


62 J 


charge themſelves yearly with the third part of a ſhekel 
& for the ſervice of the houſe of their Gop, for the ſhew- 
Fe bread, and for the continual meat - offering and for the 
« continual burnt- offering, of the ſabbaths, of the new 
te moons, for the ſet feaſts, and for the holy things, and 
« for the ſin- offerings, to make an atonement for Iſrael, 
c and for all the work of the houſe of their Gop: - and 
« to bring the firſt- fruits of their ground, of their trees, 
« of their dough ; the firſt horn of their ſons and of their 
< cattle, the firſtlings of their flocks, unto the prieſt that 
tc miniſtered in the houſe of Go ;—and the tithes, of 
se their ground unto the Levites, in all the cities of their 
ce lege, Wr. Se... 


To withhold the tithes and offerings from his «hill 


Gon challenges as a ſacrilegious robbery of him, Mal. 
viii. 9, 10. During the continuance of their national 
worſhip, the Jews without exception were ſubjected to a 
certain tribute to the temple, whether reſiding in their 
own land or in foreign countries. The prophets, often 
deſcribing the days when the Meſſiab's kingdom ſhould 
be eſtabliſhed on the earth, fortel the gifts that ſnould be 
cheerfully preſented unto him by the new and numerous 
converts, and the dedication of the ſpoils of conquered 
enemies to the ſervice of his church: « I will conſecrate 
< their gain unto the Lord, and their ſubſtance unto the 
« Lord of the whole earth,” Mic. iv. 13. Said the law 
and the prophets this? Doth not the goſpel and the 
apoſtles enjoin the ſame thing? Doubtleſs. Who 
4 planteth a vineyard, and eateth not of the fruit there- 
55 O,? or who feedeth a flock, and eateth not of the milk 
« of the Hack ?”, © If we — ſown unto you ſpiritual 
11 © ghings,” ſaid the apoſtle c of the Gentiles, © is it a great 
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« thing if we ſhall reap your carnal things? Do ye not 
« know, that they which miniſter about holy things, live 
« of the things of the temple ? and they which wait at 
« the altar, are partakers with the altar? Even fo hath 
« the Lord ordained, that they which preach the goſpel 
« ſhould live of the goſpel,” 1 Cor. ix. 7, 11 13, 14. 
Our LorD recogniſed and eftabliſhed this right of the 
miniſters of religion, when he ſent forth his diſciples at 
firſt, forbidding them to make any proviſion for their 
journey; telling them, that “ the labourer was worthy 
« of his hire,” Luke x. 7. Although we had no expreſs 
declaration of the mind of CHRIS in this matter, even 
the principles of reaſon and common equity futhciently 
evince it. Perſons engaged in public ſervices, who have 
their time and labours engroffed by the duties of a public 
function, incompatible with a private calling whereby 
they might provide for themſelves and families, have a 
juſt claim to the ſupport of the public, or of that com- 
munity of which they are the ſervants. This, in political 
and civil ſociety, admits not of the leaſt doubt: And what 
is in the nature of religious ſociety to occaſion any on that 
head? Shall ſecular princes be allowed an inconteſtable 
right to demand ſubſidies, and muſt all their exactions be 
punctually anſwered; and ſhall He who is proprietor of 
heaven and earth be refuſed his tribute? Shall every 
judge, petty officer, or ſoldier, who does the buſineſs of 
the public, be provided for by it ; and ſhall the miniſters 
of ſalvation, the ambaſſadors of peace, be grudged a com- 
petent, yea creditable, maintenance in the diſcharge of 


their function, merely becauſe it is ſomewhat more ſa- 
cred and elevated, though no leſs arduous, than theirs 2 


Stall this das bee laſt of all o be dicke. and then 
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always with reluctance, rather as a work of ſupereroga. 5 
tion, or a mere gratuity, than an obligation laid upon n 
the conſciences of Chriſtians by the united force of ju. ce 
ſtice and religion? Shall it be ſaid of them, that they ſe 
beſtow more every year on the loweſt menial ſervant that re 
digs their fields or gardens, 'or tends their flocks or dairy; or 
nay, that they ſquander away in their idle paſtimes, or fo 
in procuring the moſt naughty ſuperfluities, and ſupply- lic 
ing imaginary fictitious wants, than they ever beſtow on for 
the phyſician, watchman, or-paſtor of their fouls, or in ne 
any pious uſe whatever, as in fact the greater part of 
church- members will be found to do, even of thoſe who 
have voluntarily taken on themſelves the burden of fups 
porting their own paſtors ? 7 
It is true indeed, that generally through Chriſtendom 
the eccleſiaſtical revenues are legally ſettled, and provi- 
fion for maintaining the miniſters and ordinances of the 
goſpel is become an object of civil policy : yet this cannot 
cancel the prior obligation lying upon Chriſtians to con- 
tribute as often, and ſo far as they have calls and occa- 
fions for doing ſo. It is well known, that the primitive 
church, before there were any emperors, kings, or par- 
liaments favouring hef, had no other funds or proviſion 
but what were afforded by the liberal offerings of the 
faithful. We ſhall not here inquire which ' of the two 
methods is moſt eligible; but one evil effect follows that 
moſt commonly practiſed: it natively tends to obliterate, 
atleaſt to weaken, the ſenſe of the duty we ſpeak of from 
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the minds of the people ; ſo that it becomes a harder mat- 
ter to perſuade them hereof, and to excite to a conſcien- in 
tious performance of it, when particular occurrences, or ſor 


certain trying circumſtances in the ſtate of religion and the 
12 4 of 4 


1 


of churches, may tender it immediately and indiſpenſably 
neceſſary: And ſuch ſituations and circumſtances may 
certainly occur in any land where Chriſtianity is profeſ- 
ſed and even eſtabliſhed ; not to mention what may be 
requiſite where the legal proviſion may prove inadequate, 
or when that which is allotted is ſuſpended or alienated 
for other purpoſes, as in caſes of faction, war, and pub- 
lic diſorders ; -or that which may be incumbent upon them 
for the aſſiſtance and benefit of others, and the more ge- 
neral intereſts of the REDEEMER's kingdom in other 
parts of the world; which ſhould not only employ their 
daily prayers, but, ſo far as in them lies, their helping 


hand alſo: when legal authority, and by conſequence le- 


gal benefices, are employed, or rather miſapplied, for 
— purpoſe of ſupporting corrupt churches and miniſters, 
and for bearing down the truth and its profeſſors, to ſuch 
a degree, that the: purity of religion, and the liberty of 
Chriſtians, may be endangered by a longer continuance 
in church- communion, they muſt certainly then be botli 
warranted and obliged to make uſe of their undeniable 
right of chooſing and adhering to a mĩniſtry and commu- 
nion more conform to the laws of CHRIST, and more 
for their own edification, and to vecur to the ſcriptural 
and primitive mode of maintaining the ſame. Then they 
muſt buy the truth, and not ſell it for a little paltry gain: 
They muſt account their gold and ſilver as droſs and 
dung in compariſon of the excelleney of Jusvs Carist 
their Lonp, and as a happy loſs, that they may win 
CrrrsT and honour him: and muſt not, as too many do 
in ſuch caſes, ſtraiten their confcieticos; or ' ſtarve their 
ſouls, in order to ſpare their purſes; leſt, by ſo doing, 


their money Hould: periſh. with themſelves. Whether 
1 the 
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the preſent ſtate: of eſtabliſhed churches be not fuch a 
evinces it to be high time for the faithful to take ſuch 


| 


meaſures, he that underſtandeth may judge. 


: Moreaver, perſons: may be ſerviceable: to the cauſe of 
religion, by their voluntary and cheerful ſufferings. for it, 


if Gop call them thereunto. This is one principal way 


whereby it hath been maintained in the world, and tranſ. 
mitted down from age to age. In many periods a faith- 
ful contending for the faith, and preſerving a good con- 


ſcience, hath coſt very dear, and in every period muſt ex- 


poſe perſons, though not to the higheſt, yet to ſome de, 


gree of perſecution, Many haye enduxed. a great fight 


of afllictions, partly while they were made a gazing ſtock 


by reproaches and afflictions, and partly while they be- 


came campanions of them that were ſo uſed “ taking 
te joyfully the ſpoiling; af their goods.“ Others have gone 
a further length, . reſiſting even unte blood, ſtriving 
« againſt fin.” “ They overcame by the blood of the 
& Lamb, and by the word of their teſtimony, not loving 
« their lives unto the death.“ When the three children 
had no alternative left but either to fall down and wor- 
ſhip. a golden image, or to embrace a ſiery furnace, they 
willingly preferred the latter. The bonds, tortures, and 
deaths inflicted on Chriſtians, inſtead of deſtroying, have 
rather turned out for the furtherance of the goſpel; and 


the aſhes of martyrs have proved the ſeed of the church 


The truth of their teſtimony bas always acquired a bright: 
er luſtre from the fiery trial,, By their firmneſs and con- 
ſtancy have fellow- profeſſors been eneouraged and con- 
fixmed, new converts gained, the cruel perſecutors con- 
founded and wearied out; and the world filled with ad- 
miration. Though Gop may not actually require ſuch 
It nt, a 


— 7 1 
ch a facrifice at the hand of profeſſors, yet both their lives 
fuck and fortunes ſhould! be at the LoRD's ſervice; and nei- 


2279 cher the one nor the other can be beſtowed or parted 


with to greater advantage. Even thoſe who through in- 
digence cannot ſerve Gop with their ſubſtance, or have 
not a tongue perhaps to diſpute for CHRIST, may do 
more than either; j—they may give their bodies to be burned 


for him. 


the LoRD's ſide, and friends of his intereſt, if their hearts 
ſtand well affected thereunto. He that entertains cordial 


ſpoils, and in the honours of the day. So- it fared with 
the two hundred that ſtaid behind, while David and his 
company purſued the Amalekites, being fo faint that they 
could. not follow him over the brook Bezoar; “ and it 
« was that day made a ſtatute and ordinance in Iſrael, 
« that as his part is that goeth down to the battle, ſo 
« ſhall his part be that tarrieth by the ſtuff; they ſhall 
« part alike” Though aged Eli through infirmity could 


it, and his thoughts were anxious about its ſafety ;—he 


« trembled for the ark of Gop.“ In certain caſes, where 
ability or opportunity are wanting, the good will and in- 
tention-are graciouſly accepted for the deed. Thus Da- 


in it in his lifetime: the Loxp ſaid unto him, «Where- 


* as it Wu in thine: heart to build 'an houfe unto my 
- I 2 F we name, 


In a word, n hank 5 killa of 3 on 


wiſhes for its proſperity, and | rejoices: to ſee it flouriſn, 
though they may be conſtrained to ſtay at home while 
others are in the field, yet ſhall come in for a ſhare in the 


not accompany the ark to the camp, yet his heart went with 


« ſat upon a ſeat by the way- ſide watching; for his heart 


vid is commended for his formed purpoſe of building an 
houſe unto the Lord, though he muſt not ſee a ſtone laid 


. 
. . 
A. 
A. 
1 
8 
43% 
- 

* 
2 
13 


r wi 5 


> — - A ca 
3 


go , 
8 
* 


an 8 = a * — / ” 
P 


1 > 11 
r 


* ren 


name, thou 'didft well that it was in tliine heart, 
1 Kings, viii. 18. „ Where there is firſt a willing mind, 
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8 - PROPOSITION: SIXTH. 


We ITHSTANDING all he under manifold inditpen 
ſuble obligations to regard and contend for the public 
cauſe of God, and notwithſtanding the moſt preſſing and 
urgent calls to exert themfelves in favour thereof; yet 
this is commonly neglected and deſerted. Even many, 
whoſe friendſhip and aid might readily be expected and 
reaſonably depended on, when the critical dap of tri 
comes, are ſeen to hold back. If they go not over to the 
enemy's camp, they fink into ſhameful neutrality and baſe 
indifference. „ The ghildren of Ephraim being armed 
and carrying bows, turned baek in the day of battle. 
Inte what a ſtate of neglect had the affairs of the com- 
mon wealth of Ifrael fallen! How had the galling chain 
of fervitude benumbed their powers! How had man! 
| courage forſbok every heart, and patriotic ardour become 
extinct in every breaſt; until Deborah aroſe, until ſhe 
tc aroſe a mother in Iſrael ! And after a long tract of 
years, when at laſt a deſign was ſet on foot for the reco- 
very of their loſt privileges and liberties, yet the greater 
part tarry at home in their veſpective habitations, and 
withhold their active concurrenee. Hence the upbraid- 
ings of the Propheteſs—hence the curſe of Meroz.  - 
Ihe defect of public ſpirit was not the peculiar faul 
of that time; to much reaſon has been found for ſuch 
complaints in almoſt every age. The curſed * 
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heart? of Meroz has never been unfteqvent in aden pe- 
g ming, riods; while its oppoſite may juſtly be reckoned a won- 
and not der and a rare phenomenon in the earth. „Run ye to 
| « and fro in the ſtreets of Jeruſalem, and ſee now, and 
& know, if ye can find a many if there be any that ſeck- 
s eth the truth, and I will pardon it,” Jer. v. 1. 4 1 
« ſought for a man among them that ſhould make up the 
« hedge, and ſtand in the gap before me, for the land 
« that I ſhould not deſtroy it; but I found none, Ezek. 
xxii. 30. © For all mind their own things, and not the 
« things of ' Chriſt Jeſus.” Henee the common intereſts 
of religion are on all hands deſpiſed, and left to ſhift for 
themſelves. Truth falls, and lies bleeding and trampled 
in the ſtreets. Zion ſits ſolitary and ſorrowful, while her 
matchleſs forrows appear nothing to them that paſs by, 
having none to take her by the hand of all the ſons ſhe- 


armed hath brought up. Hence nothing is' more ordinary, | 


attle.” than for a condemnation of prevailing evils to paſs in 
com- the opinion of a luke warm generation for wild and ex- 
chain travagant zeal, or ſerupulous cenſoriouſneſs. Calls to 
manly repentance meet with cold reception, and are accounted 


ecome troubleſome and unwelcome meſſages: reformations us | 
til ſhe ſually come very late, and not till after a painful expe- 1 
act of rience of their neceſſity. Propoſals and attempts for 
bringing them about are reckoned unneceſſary, unſeaſon- 
able, or treated as viſionary and chimerical : and except 
when the Lord vouchſafes ſome remarkable communica» 5 
tions of his ſpirit, or be viſiting a nation with ſome a» 4 
wakening and alarming providences, how flowly do they 1 
advance, and how coolly are they promoted? How ma- 4 
ny means are found out to evade the plaineſt calls of | 
oy" One heſitates and lingers; another Faule and 
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objects: ſome pray to have themſelves excuſed ; othets 
give a plain and flat refuſal: while others laugh ſuch 
meſſages, and thoſe who hear them, to ſcorn; as fared 
with the poſts of Hezekiah diſpatched to call Iſrael to 
celebrate a ſolemn paſſover after a long diſcontinuance. 
The cauſes and occaſions that conſpire to ſuch an effect 
may be very various: as in the parable, though they all 
with one conſent agreed in rejecting the invitation, yet 
every one profiuced u. different vealbn,! ang} e 2 
different exeuſ. 
A few of theſe 3 We can n lere briefly hint. 9 
1. The powerful influence of a narrow ſelfiſh; principle 
chiefly indiſpoſes and hinders men from the diſcharge of 
duties of this fort. He that makes himſelf the centre of 
his own actions, as is moſt natural to ſinful man, muſt 
have them eireumſcribed within a very ſmall circle. Such 
an one can never be moved by any arguments or conſi- 
derations drawn from the glory of God or the public 
good; nor engage heartily in any thing wherein perſonal 
ſafety, intereſt, or honour, are not immediately concern- 
ed. There are many who, have ſcarce any idea at all of 
a community, or the duties they owe to it. Provided 


they can ſit themſelyes unmoleſted c under their vine and 


« under their fig- tree, they care not what become of all 
beſides. The injuries done to truth; the diſhonourable 


infults and reproaches caſt upon the divine name; the 
contempt of ſacred laws and ordinances; the diſtreſs and 


deſolation of Gop's heritage general diſorder; confu- 
ſion, and calamity, they can hear of without ern 
and behold without any ſympathetic emotion. 

22 Some, again, decline to appear faithfully on the 
LonD's 6 and. excuſe their indifference, from the dif- 


"7 


LC JJ 


ficulty of knowing the way of duty, and diſcerning where 
the cauſe of God lies; eſpecially in dark and divided times 
in the church, amidſt a variety of jarring opinions and 
contradiCtory-courſes, and the many ſpecious pretenſions 
that are made to it. This has no doubt wholly ſtumbled 
ſome, and diſcouraged the hearts and damped the reſo- 
letion of more. In ſome the difhculty and doubt may 


be real; and where it is ſo, and perſons in the proper uſe 


of means to have their conſcjences informed and reſol- 
ved, they cannot fail in due time to have their ſcruples | 
ſatisfactorily removed. But very often this plea is urged 
without any ſeriouſneſs or fincerity, and ſerves only for 
a pretext to cover their floth or diſaffection, and is at 
once the ſtrongeſt ſymptom and native effect of their in- 
difference. Like Pilate, they propoſe the queſtion, 
« What is truth?“ but take care never to have it an- 


ſwered, for fear of the units and ee con- 


ſequences. 
3. The love of carnal eaſe, ſenſual pleaſure and 1 


gence, likewiſe hinders and unfits men from appearing 
faithfully for Gop and religion. In every age, when 
ſuch a ſpirit is reigning and predominant, religious prin- 
ciple, zeal, and public ſpirit, muſt neceſſarily be weak 
and languid, if not totally deſtroyed, The people then 
become women; and inſtead of reſiſting, entirely rehgn 
themſelves to the ſtrong influence of faſhionable corrup- 
tions. When Sampſon ſuffered himſelf to be enticed 
and Julled afleep by the ſoft blandiſhments of Delilah, he 
was no longer mindful of his own ſafety or that of his 
country; but having his locks ſhorn, he; was unable to 
te ſhake' himſelf as at other times,” but becomes (e weak 
as another, man.“ The ** png invincible hero is 
2 q funk 
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ſunk into a tame ſlave in the land of his enemies, Such 
as are enervated by ſloth, drowned in luxury, intoxicated 
with pernicious pleaſures, and addicted to an effeminate 
life of amuſement and diſſipation, can never. reliſh the 
things that be of Gop, nor patiently endure the reftraints 
of ſtrict godlineſs. It is not poſſible that great and wor. 
thy. thoughts, or any ſerious important -concerns, can 
find room in ſuch hearts. With ſuch it is the ſupreme 
ſtudy, and the chief object of ambition, to ſhine firſt and 
unrivalled in the fantaſtic modes of dreſs, to provide the 
moſt delicate and coſtly diſhes in ſeaſon, to be moſt ſkil- 
ful in waſting and trifling away time, to be foremoſt in 
catching at every fleeting vanity, and moſt ingenious in 
finding expedients to make every ſucceeding day more 
g2y and joyful, that is, more idle or more guilty, than 


| the former. The man that ſhall prophecy of wine and 


ſtrong drink; or, to uſe the ſtyle of Ezekiel, „ the wo- 
& men who ſew pillows to all arm-holes 3” who chime 
in with the taſte of the times, and make the bed ſoft and 
downy for indolence and ſenſuality to repoſe themſelves 
upon; even ſuch ſhall be the only acceptable prophets of 
that people. Should one come to them, « neither eating 
« nor drinking,” though he were © more than a prophet,” 
they would forthwith ſay of him, « Hehath a devil,” A 
preacher of repentance, ſelf-denial, and mortification, 
who ſhould Hay the axe to the root of the tree, behoved 
to be, in ſuch a generation, like the Baptiſt, « the voice 
70 of one crying in the wilderneſs.” « But wo unto them 
« that are at eaſe in Zion,—that put far away the evil 


6 day that lie upon beds of ivory, and ſtretch themſelves 


& upon their couches, and eat the lambs out of the flock, 
* and wha core the midſt of the ſtall: that chant 


4 * 


E 43 4 


« to the ſound of the viol, and invent to themſelves in- 
cc ſtruments of muſic, like David: that drink wine in 
« bowls, and anoint themſelves with the chief ointments; 
« but they are not grieved for the affliftions of Joſeph : 
« therefore ſhall they go captive with the firſt that- go 
« captive; and the banquet of them that ſtretched them- 
t ſelves ſhall be removed,” Am. vi. 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7. In 
«.that day did the Lord of hoſts call to weeping, and 
« wailing, and girding with ſackcloth; but behold joy 
« and gladneſs, ſlaying oxen apd killing ſheep, eating 
« fleſh and drinking wine: let us eat and drink, for to- 
« morrow we die. And it was revealed in mine ears by 
« the Loxn of hoſts, Surely this iniquity ſhall- not be 
« purged from you till ye die, faith the Loxp of hoſts,” 
If. Xxii. 12, 13, 14. 

4. Again, the multiplicity of worldly cares, and the 
eager purſuit of other affairs, furniſh a pretext to others 
for neglecting the public intereſts of religion, and decli- 
ning ſeaſonable appearanees for it. Thefe things would 
require more time, pains, and means, than they chooſes 
to ſpare; and more, they may think, than their circum- 
ſtances allow. What made Demas an apoſtate, continues 
to make thouſands ſtill cold and lukewarm profeſſors. 
They are wholly engroſſed by the world's cares, gain, or 
riches; and theſe drain their beft ſpirits. «© One goeth 
« to his farm, and another to his merchandiſe.” 
are fo full of bufineſs, and the neceſſity of their affairs 
is ſo urgent, that they muſt by all means attend to theſe, 
and diſpatch them in the firſt place. Some, like Reuben, 
abide among the ſheepfolds; while others, like Dan, re- 
main among ſhips. The ſtoremaſter muſt look to his 
* the ſtate of his herds; and the tra- 
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the dignity of the great; beneath the notice af the learn« 
ed; and a farther degradation of the baſe and vulgar- 80 


N J 
der finds enough to do in the ſhop or the counting-houſe: 


| the landlord muſt improve his eſtate, and raiſe his rent. 
rolls; and the tenant and labourer muſt riſe early and fit . 
late to make daily proviſion for themſelves and families: _ 
and if they do. but this, they think they can hardly be N 
blamed, if they leave religion and church-matters to men 
in black, who have abundance of time, and whoſe calling 4 
lies that way; — as if religion ought not to be the chief A 
and moſt important concernment of all;—as if a little j 
worldly gain could compenſate for the lofs of ſouls; as MW h 
if Mammon were to be preferred and ſerved before a 
Cunls r; or as if any duties were of ſtronger obligation, I u. 
or any calls more urgent, than thoſe of ſeeking the king- W _ 
dom of heaven, and promoting it in the earth. Was 
that diſciple excuſed who, upon being called to follow K 
CHRIST, infiſted for the liberty of interring a deceaſed 4 
parent? Ixsus faid unto him, “Let the dead bury 
their dead, but go thou and preach the kingdom of L 
« heaven.” Or the other, who begged but a ſhort reſpite h 
that he might put his houſe in order, and take farewell 0 
of his friends? J Es us anſwered, « No man having put g 
« his hand to the plough and looketh back, is fit for the & 
c kingdom of heaven.” Sn. 
5. Sometimes perſons are kept back 1 ofpalig : 
the LorD's cauſe, and taking part openly with his inte- ; 
reſt, on account of the ſhame and diſgrace which in the \ 


opinion of the world often attends it. Though his work 
be indeed moſt honourable and glorious, yet it is uſually | 
accounted opprobrious among men, and lies undex much 
diſcredit, as well as thoſe who favour it. It is reckoned below 
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it was ſaid of old, « Have any of the rulers or of he Pha- 


à riſees believed on him? but this people which know 
« not the law are accurſed.” 
« know that it is everywhere ſpoken againſt.” «Thoſe 
« of whom the world was not worthy,” have while in it 
been its byword, and accounted as filth and the offscour- 
ing of all things. Their ſoul is filled with the ſcorn- 


« ing of them that are at eaſe, and with the reproach of | 


« the proud.” 'They who are reſolved faithfully to ad- 


| here to CHRIST, in degenerate times, muſt * go forth 


« without the camp, bearing his reproach.” If any ean- 


not bear to be deſpiſed of fellow-men, or to be account-: 


ed ſingular and unfaſhionable; if they are ſwayed by the 
opinion of the world, and covet its applauſe ; if they 
ſhrink before ſhame and ridicule; 3 muſt turn _ as 
unequal to the conflict. | | 

6. Beſides the reproach of CarisT, there are many 
as loſſes, hardſhips, and ſufferings, to which the ad- 


herents to his intereſt may probably be expoſed ; the pro- 


ſpect and apprehenſion whereof reſtrains and: deters not 
a few from their duty: Lea, for his ſake they are killed 
« all the day; they are accounted as ſheep for the ſlaugh- 
« ter:” when the fearful and unbelieving fit down and 
count the coſt, and find they have not wherewith to fi- 


niſh, they think it beſt to deſiſt from the undertaking; _ 
When they perceive they cannot © go out with ten thou- 


« ſand to meet the enemy coming againſt them with 


4 twenty thouſand,” they inſtantly make terms of peace. 
When they conſider what the teſtimony of Js us may 


poibbly bring them to; when they read in the bloody pa- 


ges of martyrology of the many barbarous and cruel 
Geaths. inflitted on former witneſſes ; their fears prevail, 
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and the Jave of life and ſafety predominates 3 and they il th 
rather will make diſhonourable and ſinful compliance: to 
than run ſuch hazards. © He that cometh after me,” li 
faith CHRIST, “ and hateth not father and mother, bre- fle 
« thren and ſiſters, yea and his own life alſo, cannot be lit 
« my diſciple.” But this appears a Hard ſaying ; and * ha 

can hear it. ro 

7. Others withhold the 3 help on account of ill ſe: 
the apparent impoſſibility of ſycceſs. The oppoſition is W co 
ſometimes ſo great, diffieulties ſo inſurmountable, ene- tei 
mies ſo powerful, that they conclude all contending fo 
there with is abſelutely vain. Thus the caufe of Gop is an 
given up by them for loſt and deſperate: For any perſon ri 
alone, or for a few jointly, to take upon them to ſupport an 
or retrieve it, they think would be the height of folly; I be 
| while there appears as little probability of ſucceſs as for a Ml © 
| child to overcome a giant, a worm to threſh a mountain, of 
ar for one ta put a thouſand ta flight. Zion has been ſo al 
long lying in duſt, that they deſpair bf a time coming to MW} 
favour her: the rubbiſh has been ſo long gathering, that ne 
they fee not how it can be removed, and a new building MW * 
reared. Corruptions have grown to ſuch a piteh, defec-' MW 
tion has made ſuch a rapid progrels, and dy cuſtoms and al 
laws, from time immemorial, are ſo ſtrongly eſtabliſhed, in 
that there appears no room to expect an alteration. The P 
bones in the valley of viſion are ſo very dry, that they diſ- t 
truſifully cry out, Can theſe dead bones live 7* Thus 8 
they « do err, not knowing the ſcriptures, nor the power N 
© ob Gop;“ and make that an argument againſt their du- | 
ty which ought to be the greateſt incitement to it: For de 
the lower his intereſt is, the louder is the call to come f. 
forth to its help, and the more room and the more reaſo Ml b 
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they have to expect to ſee the ſalyation of Gop; who 
delights to ſhew himſelf in extremities, and can bring de- 


liyerance by many or by few. Had Eſther conſulted with 


fleſh and blood, and conſidered only the human probabi- 
lity of ſucceſs, ſhe had hardly ventured unbidden into the 
hall of audience to move a ſuit for her people, when the 
royal edicts were already iſſued for their deſtruction, 
ſealed with the king's ring, and ſo made irreverſible, ac- 
carding. ta the laws of the Medes and Perſians which al- 
tered not. The extremity of the danger required an ef- 
fart to be made, whatever ſhould be the confequence 5 
and if they muſt periſh, ſhe offers herſelf the firſt to pe- 
riſh. Yea, ſhe had come to the throne for ſuch a time, 
and for ſuch a ſervice as this; and had ſhe altogether held 
her peace, “ yet deliverance and enlargement would have 
« ariſen to the Jews from another place.“ A dutiful uſe 
of means belongs to men, while events and ſucceſs, im 
all caſes, depend on the LoRD. Though theſe may be 
uncertain and unlikely, thoſe are not to be neglected z 
nor muſt the, day of ſmall things be deſpiſed by any, but 
viewed as a prelude to greater. When the Loxp's work 
in the church 1s beheld in its firſt beginnings, it may be 
almoſt imperceptible ; and when it is conſidered only as 
in the hands. of men, it appears contemptible; and to ex- 
pect ſucceſs to it, may be accounted ridiculous preſump- 
tion: But when. the plummet is ſeen in the hand of the 
great Zerubbabel, this is ſuffieient ſecurity to faith, that 


the copeſtone ſhall he brought forth with ſhoutings.” 


When Elijah on mount Carmel ſent his fervant firft 
do inſpect the heavens, and afked him what he ſaw; he 
ſaid, « Nothing.” He muſt go again ſeven times before 
he could ſee any diſcernible appearance; and even then 
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ke ſaw only © a ſmall cloud like a man's hand arifing out 
cc of the ſea.” What ſon of incredulity would have 
thought that this ſame cloud ſhould ſo quickly have over. 
ſpread the whole heavens, and deluged the earth with 
water ! - To the Prophet it brought the foreboding ſound 
of abundance of rain; and it was ſoon followed by the ex- 
pected plentiful flood, 1 Kings xviii. 43. &c. The de- 
ſigns and attempts of the Jews who builded Jeruſalem 
were in the beginning ſcoffed at by the invidious Sama- 
ritans their neighbours; yet, through the good hand of 
Gop upon them, the great and good deſign was at laſt 
accompliſhed. «© What do theſe feeble Jes? Will they 
< fortify themſelves ? will they ſacrifice ? will they make 
an end in a day? will they revive the ſtones out of the 
4 heaps of the rubbiſh which are burnt? Even that 
ct which they build, if a fox go up, he ſhall even break 
< down their ſtone-wall,” Neh. iv. 2. 3. When Gideon, 
with an handful, was purſuing a numerous hoſt, the men 
of Succoth, inſtead of furniſhing refreſhments to his faint- 
ing company, derided his purſuit as fruitleſs, and mock- 
ed his hopes as vain. Are the hands of Zeba and Zal- 
< munna now in thine hands, that we ſhould give bread 
< unto thine army?“ But they ſoon had reafon to change 
their tone, and repent them of their behaviour, when 
Gideon, returning with the captive princes, with briars 
and thorns taught the men of Succoth. «The LorD 
<« hath founded Zion, and the poor of the people ſhall 
< truſt in it,” If. xiv. 32. And by this the friends of his 
deſpiſed intereſt may ſtill return an anſwer to the meſſen- 
gers of the nations, and may check the unbelieving in- 
Lults of the upbraiding enemy. 
We might alſo have conſidered the influence of Rove 
ral 
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1 | 
ral example, efpecially the indifference and defection of 


the great, and ſuch as ſhould be the leaders of the people, | 


in retarding many from offering themſelves willingly in 
the Loxp's ſervice, and exerting themſelves vigorouſly. 
therein: we might have ſhown how the. diviſions and dif- 
ferences among his friends tend to produce the ſame ef- 
fect; and likewife how the working of prejudices, and 
jealouſies, and a ſpirit of pride, ambition, and emulation 
among the profeſſed followers of CHRIS, have kept back 
many from their duty, and often proved great interrup- 


tions to the joint and vigorous proſecution of public- 


ſpirited deſigns. But we proceed to 


PROPOSITION: SEVENTH. 


That neglecting and declining to appear for Gop, 
eſpecially when the circumſtances of the times, 
and the low and diſtreſſed condition of the 
Church, loudly call for it, is highly offenſive 
and diſpleaſing to Him. 


SUCH indifference about his intereſt he cannot away | 


with: There is ſcarce any thing which he takes more 
heinouſly amiſs, and which he more highly reſents. 

With what ſeverity and holy vehemence doth the an- 
gel of the Lok break forth againſt the inhabitants of 
Meroz ! They were cold and unaffected; but Gop was 


not ſo too with regard to his glory and intereſt, but 


ſpeaks to them in his zeal, and in the fire of his 1 50 
iy. A curſe, a bitter curſe, iſſues from his mouth, as 


| thunder to arouſe them ; and lights on them as burning 
_ | coals 
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coals of juniper, or as ſharp arrows from the quiver of 
the mighty, that pierce deep and deadly. Seldom do we 
find him addreſſing even the moſt notorious tranſgreſſot 
in ſuch a manner. All this beſpeaks a high diſpleaſure, 
ſome grievous provocation. If any aſk, „What mean 
eth the heat of this great anger?“ let the angel of the 
LokD himſelf declare it:==Becauſe of their treachery to 
the common intereſt of Gop and Ifrael ; and becauſe 
they were neutral when he required them to be ative, 
He who muſters the hoſts of the battle, takes a narrow 
inſpection both of foes and friends, and ſtrictly obſerves 


both their conduct and the fecret diſpoſition of theit hearts 


toward him. As he keeps his eye upon the motions 
of the open enemy, and knows © their going out and 


er their coming in, and ther rage againſt hinv;”! ſo he 


is no leſs careful to remark, the coldneſs and diſaffec- 
tion, the fears and faintings, the perfidy or drawing 
back, of fuch as ſhould be friends, and profefs them- 
ſelves to be fo. If he is provoked with -the former 
for what they have actually done, he is ſo with the 
latter for what they have not done. If he is great. 
« ly diſpleaſed with the heathen,” becauſe they eſpouſe 
the N part, and actively “ help forward the afflic- 
& tion; ; he is wroth with others for omiſſions and cri- 
minal neglect, becauſe they do not eſpouſe the defenſive 
part, and take a ſhare in the affliction, when they have a 
clear call to do ſo. Whatever names are miſſing in the 
day that tliey are called over, he fails not to ſet his mark 
upon. ſuch, and often black: marks of ſignal diſpleaſure. 
He will allow of no neuters in the day of his controverly. 
It i is a law i in his government, © He that is not for me, it 


«c © againſt me; and he that gatberatyy not with me, icat- 
2 _  tereth 


18] 
do we Mbe on ke ſide. They are < imbeted} among enemies, 
grefor and become neceſſary, in ſome degree, to the guilt of 


leaſur, all their open violence and outrage. Silence is approba- 
meas tion; inactivity is connivance and conſent; neutrality is 

of the I conſtruRtive treaſon and hoſtility. And indeed ſuch as 
iery to are given up to this ſpirit, ſtop not in mere negative be- 
cauſe ¶ haviour in withholding help, but uſually are ſeen to pro | 


ceed to further lengths, even to put forth their hand, 
though perhaps in leſſer acts, and in a more ſubtle and 
diſguiſed manner, to weaken and bear down his intereſt, 
hears W and to ſtrengthen 'the oppoſition to it; under the maſk 
otions WF of friendſhip, wounding it with the wound of an enemy. 
t and Thus the Edomites, though by blood allied to the ſeed of 
fo he Iſrael, are charged with being acceſſary to the deed of 
affec- WJ thoſe who laid Jeruſalem in aſhes, and carried them into 
wing i captivity. For thy violence againſt thy brother Jacob, 

dem. « ſhame ſhall cover the. In the day that thou ſtoodeſt 
"ct of © on the other fide, in the day that ſtrangers carried cap-. 
the WF « tive his forces, and foreigners entered into his gates, 
reate if and caſt lots upon Jeruſalem, even thou waſt as one of 


oule WF « them. But thou ſhouldſt not have looked on the day 
Mic- WF i of thy brother, in the day that he became a ſtranger; 
eri. « neither ſhouldſt thou have rejoiced over the children of 
i Judah in the day of their deſtruction; neither ſnouldſt 
rea thou have ſpoken proudly in the day of diſtreſs. Thou 
tne if © ſhoaldſt? not have entered into the gate of my people 
ark WF © in the day of their calamity nor have laid hands on 


ire. WF their ſubſtance in the day of their calamity. Neither 
ly. « ſhouldſt thou have ſtood in the croſs-way, to cut off 


18 K thoſe of his 1775 did eſcape ; ; gs ST thou have 
ee bo, ec de- 
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&« delivered yp thoſe of his that did eſcape in the * of 
« diſtreſs.” Obad. 10—14. 
Since they were thus aiding and cnt the eneny, 
no wonder though they came in for a ſhare of the rec. 
koning in the iſſue along with them. In the day that the 
daughter of Babylon was to be deſtroyed, the children dt 
Edom were alſo to be brought into remembrance before 
the Lokp. 

The guilt of ſuch as behave themſelves in this manner 
is in ſome reſpects more aggravated, and their conduct 
more diſpleaſing to Gop, than that, of others. Their 
profeſſion and ſuperior obligations make their | trea- 
chery the baſer, as it is more ungrateful and deceit- 
ful. No wounds are more ſmarting than thoſe CHRIS 
receives © in the houſe of his friends.” To be. kiſſing 
the ſon of man, and hailing him as maſter, and at the 
ſame time betraying him, is the worſt. and moſt inexcu- 
ſable treaſon. So men can excuſe and overlook great in- 
juries from an avowed adverfary, while they can hardly 
digeſt, and know not how to pardon or forget, à {light 
contempt or a diſſervice from a friend, at whoſe hand 
they had a right to demand and expect kindneſs. .« It 


« was not an enemy that reproached me; then I could 


et have borne it: neither was it he that hated me, that 


did magnify himſelf againſt me; then I would have hid 


<« myſelf from him: but it was thou, a man, mine equal, 
my guide and mine acquaintance,” Pſ. Iv. 12. Upon 
the ſuppoſed unkindnefs of Mephiboſheth in. deſerting 


David, at whoſe table he was nouriſhed, in che day of 


aaverſity, he gives him at meeting a cutting reprimand 
= while the railing and curſing of Shimei were deſpiſed, 
„ Why venteſt thou not with me, Mephiboſheth! ** 
No 


1 

No excuſes whatever can be ſuſtained for contemning 
the expreſs calls of Gop; and no plea can be of force 
againſt the authority and royal mandate of JEHovan. 
Whatever ſpecious pretences ſuch may allege for them- 
ſelves, yet the Loxp will not hold them guiltleſs; but 
muſt conſider them as denying 1 their allegiance, and vio- 
lating his high rights of ſovereignty. If foldiers, in a day 
of action, according to military law, dare not decline, 


but under the higheſt pains, any poſt or ferviee aſſigned 
them, however hazardous; how can the ſhameful cow- 


ardice and difobedience of Cyr1sT's followers be diſpen- | 


ſed with? And if the petty princes of the earth, and 


even their inferior officers, who are themſelves under 


authority, cannot allow their orders to be conteſted, but 


they muſt inſtantly be put in execution, ſaying to one, 
Go, and he goeth; to another, Come, and he cometh; 


how much lefs he who is KI NG of kings, and Loxp of 


lords ?—However a ſpirit of indifference may be little ac- 
counted of among men, though it may even be applaud- 
ed as wiſdom and neceſſary prudence; yet with God 
nothing is more odious and deteftable. Obſerve in what 
terms of abhorrence the PRINCE of the kings of the earth 
ſpeaks of the profeſſors in the church of Laodicea for this 


very thing: „I know thy works, that thou art neither 


« cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot; ſo then 
« becauſe thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, 
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? PROPOSITION EIGHTH 4g 1 LAST, 


| The negle& of the public _— God, and dil. 
regard of what relates to His glory i in the earth 
as it is a high offence and provocation, ſo it i; 
productive of heavy vengeance, and draws a. 
ter i it a grievous Pan ment. 


Fon this cauſe the RO of Gap! may be expeo 
ted on perſons, cities, churches, and nations. The laws 
of heaven are armed with awful ſanctions; and the di- 
vine threatenings are not mere ineffective words, but ate 
backed and ſupported by exemplary executions, leſt there 
Jo ariſe too much contempt. 

- The doom of Meroz is a heayy one, and 8 as 4 
flaming beacon to warn and deter all who come after. 
The prudent mariner, while he beholds it with fear and 
trembling, will keep at a diſtance, and avoid 'the-dange- 
.rous tract that leads to ſuch a ſhipwreck. He has not 
more reaſon to dread the rocks, the tempeſtuous hurri- 
cane, or the rage of ſwelling and conflicting billows, 
than thoſe dead and ſleeping pools of inactive ſecurity and 
indolent indifference, no leſs fatal, where multitudes lie 
becalmed, and ſink while they dream not of danger, no 
ſee their deſtruction. A black cloud here appears im- 
pending above the head of ſuch, fraught with ruin and 
death, even nothing leſs than the curſe of the Almighty. 
And who can conceive, much leſs expreſs, what is wrapt 
up in this? This flying roll is both long and Þroad, 
written within and without, and reſets with bittetucis 
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1 * 7 
and wo. This cup of red wine is full of mixture, filling 
all who drink it with horror and aſtoniſhment. This 
wind and Jightning from heaven blaſts, and withers, 
and ſcorches, all upon which it lights. This ſalt, where- 
ever it is ſown, turns water-ſprings to a wilderneſs, and 
the fatteſt lands to barrenneſs, This is the beſom of de- 
ſtruction, that ſweeps and deſolates populous nations, 
and “ razes cities, making their very memorial to periſh 
with them.“ This is a moth to corrupt and prey upon 
all human enjoyments; a ruſt to canker and conſume the 
ſinner's ſubſtance; a worm to poiſon his peace, and gnaw 
inwardly; an oil that runs into the bones, and water dif- 
fuſing itſelf through his bowels: a garment that cleaves 
cloſe, and compaſſeth the man around; a heavy mill. 
ſtone, grinding to powder the unhappy victim on whoſe 
head it falls; and where it continues to lie muſt preſs 
him down to the loweſt hell. His curſe is of equal ex- 
tent and of equal efficacy with his bleſſing z and is as tre: 
mendous as the other is deſirable. Whom his lips pro- 


nounce eurſed, none in heaven oF earn ein make dete a 


ſed. 


- i ſometimes wha effect in viſble and Rao judges | 
ments, making the plagues of a people great and of long | 
continuance; ſuch as are enumerated at great length in 
the Moſaic law: which, though more obyious and re, 
markable under the Theocratical government ſet up. over 
the Jewiſh nation, yet ceaſe not to continue as part f 
his moral government through the world. It likewiſe 
takes effect in ſecret and ſpiritual ſtrokes upon the ſouls 
of men; very common under the goſpel, and often in g 
bee meaſure inperecpeldle to en e or others. 1. 4 
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produees its bitter fruits either in this n or in the 
next, and often in both. 

This threatening, in a modified and improper ſenſe, 
may, we apprehend, be applicable to the people of Gop 


as well as others, and in a certain manner and degree 
may be inflicted on them; as the cauſe and ground of it 
may often be found with them. For though his own 
children be delivered from all vindictive wrath, and ſe- 
cured againſt future puniſhment, yet they often bring up- 
on themſelves ſevere chaſtifements in this world, and 
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þ may drink deep of the cup of temporal judgment; yea, 
5 heavy inviſible ſtrokes and diſmal plagues may be ſent 
ff We 

| upon their ſouls—all bearing a near reſemblance to the 
15 effects and operation of the curſe. Thus the Lorp 
fl threatened to « bring on Eli and his houſe, what would 
Mil! 

12 


make the ears of every one who ſhould hear of it to 
« tingle;” becauſe he knew of the crying diſorders of his 
family, and proyed too mild and indulgent towards them, 
and beheld the irregularities and ſcandalous corruptions 
of the prieſthood, and reſtrained them not. So it fared 
in wich Moſes, and the Loxp was wroth with that emi 
nent ſervant, and deprived him of the honour of conduc- 
ting Ifrael to the promiſed land, becauſe he ſanctified 
him not publicly in the ſight of the congregation, at the 
waters of Meribah, in the day of ſtrife. Thus the LokD 
made a breach upon David's company, when bringing 
up the ark, on account of their miſmanagement in that 
matter, and becauſe they * ſought him not after the due 
« order.” In the Corinthian church, on account of ab- 
uſes prevailing among them in divine worſhip, many of 
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30, 32. that ſo « being e and an of the LoRD, 


them * were weak and ſickly, and many flept.” 1 Cor. x 


they 


1 * ] 


« they might not be condemned with the world „ Al- 
though he pardon the iniquity of his people, yet he takes 
vengeance on their inventions. And if the righteous be 
in this manner recompenſed 1 in the earth, much more the 
wicked and the ſinner. Y 

This part of the ſubject, ouch copious and ſolemnly 


important, we cannot propoſe to treat at large; yet it 
may be neceſſary here to notice ſome of the various ways 


whereby the wrathful diſpleaſure of Gop, and his bitter 
curſe, may take effect, chiefly in this life, upon perſons 
or a people, who are chargeable with the evil and provo- 
cation here threatened. 

1. Sometimes the Loxp writes his anger upon ſuch, 
in the courſe of his providence, by frowning upon their 
temporal intereſt, and by blaſting and diſappointing their 
hopes and proſpects as to earthly things. On account of 
indifference about religion and forgetfulneſs of Gop, he 
often makes it fare worſe with them in all other reſpects. 
Their moſt darling purſuits are rendered unſucceſsful ; 
their labour and induſtry. to increaſe their wealth is fru- 
{trated z and their beſt concerted ſchemes, and moſt hope- 
ful and promiſing enterpriſes, turn out, through the in- 
fluence of the curſe, to be entirely abortive. Even what: 
Providence gives of the good things of life, they have not. 
the comfortable enjoyment of: Their baſket and ſtores, 
though full, yet prove empty and unſatisfying; yea, ma- 
ny times are found to diminiſh and inſenſibly waſte away. 
This is deſeribed in lively terms by the Prophet Haggai 
and in this manner did Gop puniſh the neglect and back- 
wardneſs of the. Jewiſh” people in building the temple : 
« Ye have ſown much, and bring in little; ye eat, but 
bs Las have not enough; ye drink, but ye are not filled 
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ec with drink z ye clothe you, but there is none warm; 
«and he that earneth wages, earneth wages to put it in- 
« to a bag with holes. Ve looked for much, and lo, it 
« came to little: and when ye brought it home, I did 
« blow upon it. Why? faith the Lox p of hoſts; be- 
« cauſe of mine houſe that is waſte, and ye run every 
« man unto his own houſe,” Hag. i. 6. 9. Thus another 
prophet repfoves the ſame people “ for robbing Gop 


ce in tithes and in offerings; for preſenting polluted” 


bread; and, partly through an irreligious, and partly 
through a eovetous and niggardly diſpoſition, bring- 


ing contemptible and corrupt ſacrifices to Gop's altar. 


« If you will not hear, and if you will not lay it to 
& heart, to give glory unto my name, faith the Lon p of 
a hoſts; I will even ſend a curſe upon you, and I will 
« curſe your bleſſings; yea, I have curſed them already 

Mal. ii. 2. When any are ſeeking the advancement of 
the Loxp's intereſt, he never fails to promote theirs at 
the ſame time; returning their gifts and ſervices ſeven- 
fold into their boſom; ſometimes by an increaſe of earthly 
bleſſings, multiplyihg the little which a righteous man 
hath, and making it ſufficient; or by ſanctifying their 


| * indigence, and making the care and bounty of a kind 
providence more than ſupply the place of worldly af- 
fluence. So Gop bleſſed Obed-edom and his houſe, while 
the ark abode with him: So the widow of Sarepta, while 


ſhe hoſpitably entertained the prophet upon her handful 
of meal and'cruſe of oil, was amply requitted z « the bar- 
« rel of meal waſted not, and the oil failed not, accor» 
« ding to the word of the Lox.” When che diſciples 
left all they had in the world for the fake of the kingdom 


of heaven, yet they were to confeſs that rl 
2 lack 
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Jacked nothing. More have been reduced and beggared 
in their temporal eſtate, by withholding, than by contri- 
buting with a cheerful liberality, for the advancement of 
religion and promoting of the goſpel. “ There is that 
« ſcattereth and yet increaſeth; and there is that with- 
« holdeth more than is meet, and it tendeth to poverty.” 
2: Sometimes the curſe blaſts the names of ſuch as re- 
fuſe to honour the Lox b, and covers them with infamy 
and diſgtace. Thoſe “ho honour him he will honour; 
« but thoſe who deſpiſe him ſhall be lightly eſteemed.” 
Thoſe who, by unfaithfulneſs, think to keep credit with 
the world, though they may uſe every effort to exalt 
themſelves, and eſtabliſh a laſting reputation, ſhall meet 
with a very different reward. Their memory ſhall rot 
and ſtink with their carcaſes after they are dead; while 
« the righteous ſhall be had in everlaſting remembrance.” 
Yea, how often have they the mortification to perceive 
in their lifetime, that their very names are nauſeous and 
execrable to all good men; and themſelves, perhaps, the 
objects of the ſcorn and contempt of thoſe whoſe applauſe 
they coveted, and whom chiefly they were ambitious to 
pleaſe. Or if they acquire a paſſing tribute of empty ap- 
plauſe from a corrupt age, it is ſuch as they have no rea- 
{on to value themſelves upon : it is ſomething very dif- 
ferent from the ſavoury and precious ointment that per- 
fumes the characters and embalms the memory of thoſe 
who have followed the Logp fully. Theirs is an ho- 
nour that muſt ſink as that of his work riſes; and in pro- 
portion as CHRIST increaſes, they muſt decreaſe. 
3. Sometimes again, when any neglect fit and notable 
opportunities of doing the Loxp ſervice, and refuſe him 
the = of thoſe talents which he has beſtowed, when he 
M requires 
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1158 M requires it, as an effect of his holy diſpleaſure, tliey at 4 
i} "2 { f deprived of theſe; and, by way of juſt requital, he reſu qi 
Ii . ſes in his turn to admit of their help, or to accept for the AM 
1 future of any ſervice at their hand. As men who follo WW ,. | 
| þ - the military profeſſion may, for cowardice, or ſome no. i , 
th j o 4 torious failure in duty, be caſhiered, and have their com- 80 
ki 1 14 miſſions broke ;—ſo may He who . muſtereth the hoſts of Me 
j v:- 1 « the battle,” puniſh thoſe who ſit "preſent and urgen W _, 
1 0 ] $1 calls, and ſtand aloof from duty and danger in critical * 
14 1225 times. He may, in anger, withhold from them like op- 4 
bb 4 3 portunities ; he may never honour them again with like * 
ny commiſſions, but may ſtrike out their name as unprofi- mM 
* table ſervants, reſigning them to the curſe of uſeleſsneſ 1 

1 and inactivity; while others are called forth and em- 

2 ployed in their ſtead. As the curſed traitor Judas, when 5s 


he fell by tranſgreſſion, ( his place became deſolate, and *% 
cc his biſhoprick another did take.” When Iſrael refuſed; 
after hearing the report of the ſpies, at the command of WW ene 
the LoRD, to continue their march, and go forward to Wi 
face their enemies, whereby they might ſoon” have got I tem 
acceſs into the pleaſant land, they were for their diſo- W cv: 
bedience turned back again into the deſert, to waſte their 
days in unprofitable journeys, and fruitleſs ſorrows. Tho- 
on the morrow they ſeemed deſirous to make amends, 
and offered themſelves for the undertaking, yet their of- 
fer. came too late: the LonxpD would not then permit 
them; and their unſeaſonable and raſh attempt ended in 
2 ſhameful overthrow, Num. xiv. 49—45. When the 
fig-tree withheld its fruit from CxntsT when he was 
ſeeking it, he rendered it incapable of bearing ever after: 
he curſed it, and ſaid, “No fruit grow on thee. hence- 
« forth; 7 and from that amen it was ſeen to uither 
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a ay. Its very roots dried up, and its leaves and vet- 
dure periſhed. The ſervant who hid his lord's talent, 
and put it not to uſury, had it taken from him; for. to 
« him that hath, more ſhall be given; but from him that 
« hath not, ſhall be taken away even that which he hath.” 
Some, endowed with the moſt excellent gifts for the 
edification of the charch, and the benefit of mankind, 
while they have wretchedly miſapplied and perverted them 
from their proper uſe, have had them blaſted or impair- 
ed: their tongues have been made to cleave to the roof of 
their mouth; and their arm, like that of the ſacrilegious 
king, has been withered and dried up, and reſtrained 3 a- 
like from doing good or offering harm. 

4. Further, ſuch as thus provoke the Lonp, by refu- 
ing their help to promote his intereſt, have this often for 
their judgment, that they are delivered up, more a 
more, to the ſpirit of lukewarmneſs and liſtleſs indiffer- 
ence; and reſigned over to the way of their own heart. 
White they will not watch with him one dark hour of 
temptation, but doſe and ſlumber as the diſciples did, he 
ſays unto them © Sleep on, and take your reſt :”—They 
are lulled into a deeper ſlumber, and are ſuffered to fleep 
their ſleep outright. No calls or alarms of the Word 
or Providence, however loud, can now make impreſſion 
upon them, or rouſe them up. The way of duty they 
cannot henceforth either walk in nor diſcern. The vi- 
fon of their times becomes as a book that is ſealed, and 
altogether impenetrable to them. Thus the words of the 
prophet Iſaias are awfully verified upon them: They 
re drunken, but not with wine; they ſtagger, but 
not with ſtrong drink; for the Lozp hath poured out 
upon you the ſpirit of deep lleep, and hath cloſed your 

M 2 cc eyes: 


T 82 1 


.& eyes: the prophets, and your rulers, the ſeers hath be 
& covered; and the viſion of all is become unto you's 
ce the words of a book that 1 is ſealed, which men deliver 
C to one that is learned laying, Read this, I Pray thee; 
cc and he faith, I cannot, for it is ſealed,” If. xxix. 9, 10, 1. 
As they did not improve and walk in the light which they 
had, judicial blindneſs and an increaſing darkneſs is ſent 
upon them. Prejudices, diſaffection, errors, deluſions, 
and ſad apoſtaſy from the Lox D's cauſe, quickly ſucceed, 
As their progreſs in the LorD's work is effectually mar: 
red, ſo that they cannot advance one ſtep forward; ſo a 
little can they hold faſt for any long time what they have: 
but, by drinking of that ſtupifying opiate, prepared and 
adminiſtered by the hand of the LoxD, they ſtagger, and 
and wander, and grape, and ſlide back. | 'Phey who 
would not move in the LorD's way, are ſuffered to li 
ſtone-ſtill, or to reel to and fro; or elſe to run faſt in 
ſome perverſe or pernicious ways of their own. To har. 
den them more in ſuch courſes, through the anger of the 
Los, ſucceſs may ſmile upon them, and proſperity and 
fatisfaCtion may ſeem to attend them. The concurrence 
of a thoughtleſs and unſtable multitude, and the counte- 
nance of an unprincipled and backſliding generation, maj 
embolden and encourage them, while the Lord is choo- 
ling their deluſions. | «& Becauſe they received not ti 
4 love of the truth that they might he ſaved, for thi 
« cauſe Gop ſhall ſend them ſtrong deluſion, that they 
ec ſhould believe a lie,” 2 Theſſ. ii. 11. Wo unto them, 
“for they have gone in the way of Cain, and ran greedi- 
cc ly after the error of een for reward, and rr in 
« the gainſaying of Core,” Jud. xi. 
* Other profeſſors again are puniſhed for their indi 
 .  ferenc 
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ference about the REDEEMER's glory and public reli- 
gion, by being deprived of perſonal benefit and comfort 
under the ordinances of CHRIST, and in the perform 
ance of the ordinary duties of their Chriſtian profeſſion. 
For this cauſe many are weak and ſickly from day to day: 
their experiences barren; their exerciſes formal and un- 
profitable; and the joys and comforts of godlineſs want- 
ing; while the light of Gop's countenance is withheld, 
and ſpiritual influences reſtrained. . While the liberal ſoul 
is deviſing liberal things, he is himſelf. then liberally ſup- 
plied and abundantly watered 3. he is “ fed in green pay 
« ſtures, and led by the ſtill waters ;” whereas the ſels 
fiſh profeſſor is viſited with perpetual famine, and is 
made to dwell in a parched ſoil. “ The heavens over 
« them are as braſs, and the earth as iron.” When were 
ſuch ever known to be the ſavoury, lively, and fruitful 
Chriſtians, having the dew of heaven lying all night upon 
their branches? When were they ſeen © as green olives 


be in the houſe of Gop ?“ Though they may retain a 
form of religion, and enjoy a diſpenſation of the goſpel z 


yet this avails nothing, while Gop. denies his bleſſing; - 

and « ſends leanneſs to their ſouls.” They may ſpeak 
much about religion, and make no ſmall buſtle and noiſe; 
yet are they, after all, but as « a ſounding braſs. or a 
e tinkling cymbal,” being void of true charity; though 
they have & a name that they live, yet they are dead.“ 
But the man of thorough piety and genuine ardent zeal, 
is like the vigorous palm-tree, full of juice, and flouriſh- * 
ing, and continues to bear fruit in his lateſt old age when 
others fade. While like bright lamps they burn, and 
diſpenſe light and heat around, they are ever fed, inyi- | 


vbly, with freſh oil, being like « theſe anointed ones | 
« which | 


L N 
ct which ſtand before the Loxy of the whole earth," re, 


Hown in viſion to Zecharias. 

Thus we have ſeen in what manner he threatening 
here denounced is frequently executed on ſuch as are 
found unfaithful to Gop and perfidious to his cauſe. 
Were we to extend our views farther, to the world to 
come, we might perceive the curſe ſtill following them; 
and the ſound of it, like the Sinai trumpet, ſtill waxing 
Jouder-and louder. There they ſhall feel the full weight 
and effect of it. We might behold the falſe-hearted hy- 
pocrite, the frozen and lukewarm formaliſt, the timid 
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trayers of CHRIS, arraigned and condemned at the great 
tribunal, and ſtigmatiſed as cowards, in the heſt of cau- 
ſes, before aſſembled angels and mien. Such as confeſs 
him before men he will confeſs : but ſuch as deny him, 
and are now aſhamed of him and his words, . before an 
evil and adulterous generation, them he will deny; and 


= mult hear, in that day, the great angel fram his throne, 

6 77 pronouncing, « Depart from me ye curſed l Where · 
WIE fore ?: becauſe they faw him © an hungred, and they 
IS « gave him no meat; thirſty, and they gave him no 
drink; be was a ſtranger, and they took him not in; 
_ *< naked,: and they clothed him not; ſick and in priſon, 
WIS < and they. viſited him not.” If they fay, “ When, 
Lord?“ he will anſwer, « Inaſmuch as ye did it not” 
wd my deſpiſed, oppreſſed, and perſecuted cauſe, and to 
my indigent, naked, fick, and impriſoned friends on earth, 
«© ye did. it not to me,” Matth. xxv. 41, &c. The un- 


> - 34-08 into 


preſented by the myſtical candleſticks and olive branches | 


and faint-hearted diſciple, and all the deferters and be- 


of them he will be aſhamed at his coming. Their ears 


en ſervant ſhall-« be bound hand and foot, and caſt 


8 
« into utter darkneſs, Where there ſhall be weeping and 


« gnaſhing of teeth.” - He that endureth and overcometh; 
ſhall receive the palm of victory, and obtain the crown of 


| life; but the « fearful and unbelieving” are the foremoſt 


in the liſt of thoſe who « ſhall have their part in the lake 
« that burneth with fire 'and AS ; — is the ſe- 


« cond death,” Rev. xxi. g. * 
But we now 9 to the 


IMPROVEMENT. 


| Inferences. 


F if, We may infer, that a public and- diſintereſted 
ſpirit for Gop and religion is moſt laudable and praiſe- 
worthy. Such a ſpirit is -in the fight of Gop of great 
prize, and held in high eſtimation z and by it have been 
formed his noble and honourable cluſter of worthies. -If 
neutrality and lukewarmneſs be ſo odious and offenſive to 
him, we need not doubt but that the oppoſite to theſe, faith- 
tulnefs, courage, and active zeal,” in trying and perilous 
times, are no leſs pleaſing to him. His heart is ever to- 
wards ſuch as offer themſelves willingly and cheerfully to 
his ſervice: while others earn to themſelves the wages of 


the curſe, they obtain and ſhall inherit a bleſſing. Ihe 


Son of Gop, when he takes a narrow inſpection of the 
Afian churches, and addreſſes himſelf to them, as he 
ſhows a juſt ſeverity in reproving, ſo he is no leſs liberat 
and warm in his commendations. If he deteſts and re- 

probates the temper of the church of Laodicea, he prai- 
ſes the faith and labours, the purity and intolerant ſtrict- 


Nas the ſtedfaſtneſs, conflicts, and patient ſufferings of 
others, 
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others. To the angel of the church of Epheſus write, 
« — know thy works and thy labour and thy patience, 
„and how thou canſt not bear them which are evil.— 
« To the angel of the church in Pergamus write, — 
« know thy works, and where thou dwelleſt, even where 
ic Satan's ſeat is; and thou holdeſt faſt my name, and haſt 
« not denied my faith, even in thoſe days wherein Anti- 
« pas was my faithful martyr, who was ſlain among you 
« where Satan dwelleth.”— „ Unto the angel of the 
c church in Sardis write, —1 know thy works, that thou 
4e haſt a name that thou liveſt, and art dead; but thou 
4c haſt a few names even in Sardis which have not defi- 
4c led their garments; and they ſhall walk with me in 
te white, for they are worthy. —< To the angel of the 
& church in Philadelphia write, Theſe things, faith he 
« that is holy, he that is true, I know thy works ; thou 
« haſt a little ſtrength, and haſt kept my word, and haſt 
ic not denied my name :—becauſe thou haft kept the word 
« of my patience, I alſo will keep thee from the hour of 
« temptation which ſhall come upon all the world, to try 
. « them that dwell upon the earth,“ Rev. ii. and iii. A 
peculiar bleſſedneſs is allotted” for ſuch as ſuffer for 
 Cur1sT and loſe any thing in his cauſe.  « Bleſſed are 
' « they who are perſecuted for righteouſneſs ſake, for 
« theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Rejoice ye, and be 
« exceeding glad in that day, for great is your reward,” 
Matth. v. „ If you be reproached for the name of CHRIST, 
ce. happy are Je; for the ſpirit of Gop and of glory 1 
« th on you,” 1 Pet. iv. 14. 
Precious in the ſight of the Loxp is che death of tis 
60 « ſaints,” eſpecially of his martyrs 3 ; and their memory 
voght to be dear and precious in the church. Thougl 
lo 4 - he 
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they are not to be ſuperſtitiouſly canoniſed, and have 
churches and altars dedicated to them, and incenfe or 
prayers offered at their ſhrines, according ta the abomi- 
nable idolatry of the church of Rome; yet thoſe ſurely 
deſerve no ſmall honour and praiſe, who have « borne 
« the burden in the heat of the day,” and have tranſmit- 
ed the teſtimony of Jesus to thoſe wha ſucceed them, at 
very great expence, not only to the jeopardy, but the loſs 
of their lives and blood in the conflict. And of theſe the 
hiſtory of our own nation, in a period not very remote 
from our own times, preſents us with a very reſpectable 
and numerous cloud; to whofe zealous contendings, in- 
trepid firmneſs, and unſhaken. conſtancy, we are, under 
Providence, not a little indebted for many of thoſe blef- 
ſings and peculiar advantages which we naw enjoy. 
S:condly, It may be inferred, that zealous teſtifying 2 
gainſt public corruptions, and an earneſt contending for 
the faith of Chriſtians, and for. public reformation, are- 
never inconſiſtent with or prejudicial to perfonal godli- 
nefs. There are not wanting many who would inſinuate, 
that theſe two cannot comport together; but that, in pro- 
portion as the former is attended to, the latter muſt be 
neglected. They would have it believed, that zeal and 
public ſpirit cannot be indulged, without vital and prac» 
tical religion ſuffering and dying away; and that the ex- 
perimental Chriſtian, while he is minding the ſtate of his 
own heart, and intent upon his own ſalvation, finds no 
room for ſuch external things, but muſt account them 
| to be impertinent and foreign to the divine life: Vea, 
bis perhaps they will proceed ſo far, as to pronounce ſuch a 
ſpirit earthly, ſenſual, doviliſn;“ and hold it as a cer- 
ol _ mark of unmortified pride or Phariſaical hypocriſy; 
N | And 
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And thus, under the ſpecious pretence of a more {trig 
and ſpiritual devotion, and in order to ſecure the intereſ; 
of vital and experimental Chriſtianity from the dangeroy 
encroachments of a ſuppoſed rival, they explode public 
ſpirit; decry witneſs-bearing; condemn all teſtimonies, 
but that which they have in common with the moſt cox. 
rupt and heretical of thoſe who aſſume the Chriſtian 
name; undervalue and diſparage the external government 
and diſcipline of the church; plead for .a boundleſs lati. 
tude of opinions, and an almoſt indiſcriminate admiſſion 
to church communion ; and affect to deſpiſe all debates 
and controverſies, though perhaps deeply intereſting to 
the preſent ſtate of religion, or the preſent duty of Chri- 
ſtians, as mere ſtrife of words, and altogether; unprofi 
table and vain, however keen and bitter they themſelves 
are in maintaining their own peculiar ſet of notions. But 
the very contrary of what is alleged above is the truth, 
That ſort of Chriſtianity, and thoſe devotional exerciſes 
and experiences, which exclude attention to the ſtate of 
CrrrsT's kingdom without a man, and confine it en- 
tirely to a kingdom of Gop within him, muſt · flow from 
another ſpirit than that of CHRIS T. A due regard to the 
general intereſts of religion, inſtead of being unfriendly 
to vital and experimental godlineſs, and ſo. far from be- 
ing undeſerving of any place in the exerciſes of faints, 
they muſt always make a chief and leading part in them. 
The great objects that ſhould dwell neareſt their hearts, 
and which ſhould occupy the - firſt place in their daily 
prayers, are ſuch as theſe: « That the name of Gov 
* may be hallowed; that his kingdom may come; that 
&« his will may be done in earth as it is in heaven; and 
* that the whole earth may be filled with his glory.” 
h 7 | Tu 
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This is a ſpirit truly worthy of a Chriſtian 3 though of 
this, indeed, there may be a ſpurious and counterfeited 
kind. Theſe are highly culpable, and muſt be ſtrangers 
to the power of godlineſs, who know no other religion 
than that which relates to public matters; who are exer- 
ciſed to nothing but debate and controverſy, delighting 
in it for its own ſake; and have nothing, beſides a noiſy 
and oftentatious profeſſion, a cenſorious and intemperate 
zeal, and a mere exterior ſtrictneſs. This is a dangerous 
extreme on the one hand, but the other is equally dange- 
rous; and thoſe are no leſs culpable, who make theſe 
things no part of their religion at all; putting aſunder 
what GoD hath cloſely and inſeparably joined together. 
Religion can only be genuine when it is preſerved entire; 
and 2 diſunion of its conſtituent parts tends neceſſarily to 
the deſtruction of the whole. To make confeſſion with 
the mouth is needful unto ſalvation, as believing with the 
While the one 1s to be done, 
the other is by no means to be left undone. While our 
zeal is moſt hot and burning for inward piety, we muſt 
not ſuffer it to eat up and devour its neighbour and fel- 
low. ; 11125 | | 
Thirdly, We may learn what account we are to make 
of that ſpirit of pretended charity, forbearance, and peace, 
ſo common, and ſo much cried up, in the preſent age. 
Theſe are words that carry with them a very amiable 
ſound; and the things expreſſed by them, when properly 
explained, can never be ſufficiently eſteemed, or too much\ 
cultivated. But, alas! according as they are now com- 
monly uſed, they import ſomething very different from 
their true meaning, and very oppoſite to the ſignification 
N they bear in the holy ſcriptures. Theſe are indeed 
« N 2 no 
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no other than different names given to indifference, luke. 
-warmneſs, and unfaithfulneſs to Go p and his cauſe; b 
odious in his ſight, and ſo pernicious to the Church's we, 
fare. By a range perverſion of language, thoſe whg, 
in our day, propagate the molt neutral and inactive prin. 
Ciples, and adopt the moſt ſelfiſh, partial, and ungene. 
tous ſcheme of religion, aſſume the character of the only 
catholic, charitable, and liberal hearted Chriſtians z while 
thoſe who make the pablic cauſe their own, and have the 
common good of all their fellow-ſ{ubjects, in reſpect of 
their moſt valuable ſpiritual intereſt, the good of the pre- 

ſent generation, and all ſucceeding, for an object of thei 
direct and immediate concern ho are ſtriving for 
general purity, and a revival of public reformation tlud 
theſe kingdoms, and, diſintereſted, purſuing ſuch meaſures 
as ſeem moſt conducive to ſuch an end; who are main- 
taining a teſtimony which has all this for its declared ul- 
timate object; and who refuſe to change, but aim at per- 
Forming the oaths ſworn by themſelves and their fathen 
For the expreſs purpoſe, though.in ſome reſpect to then 
oven hurt z ckeſe, by the ſame groſs perverſion of lan- 
guage, are continually reprefented as perſons of a-mt- 
row, contracted, party - ipirit, and totally devoid of cha- 
rity to all the world but themfelves. The voice of truth 
is no longer to be heard, but is ſwallowed up amidft the 
clamours. of this falfe ungodly peace. Knowledge and 
faith are no longer | ſuffered to maintain their alliance 
with charity, or to direct and regulate the otherwiſe 
blind and wandering impulſe of love: nor are things in- 
nocent and tolerable now eſteemed the ptoper limits of 
lenity and fordearance. Accordingly, as may be expe” 
ted, as perſons grow warm with this charity, they be- 
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truth; and the more lenity and forbearance they ſhow 


- & then peacea 


TL mars 
4 indifferent about public evils, and ſlack and cold 


in pleading againſt them in proportion as · they grow 
in love to this peace, they abate in their love to the 


to the corrupt, the leſs they can exerciſe to thoſe 
who ſtand at a greater diſtance from them, and whoſe 
conſciences cannot allow them to take by the hand all 
thoſe with whom they may be diſpoſed to enter into a 
confederacy. But ſuch a catholic love as tends to ſet a- 
ſide all teſtimony for the word of CarisT's patience, | 
and indiſpoſes Chriſtians for contending for the faith; 
that peace and fellowſhip which are maintained with 
churches and profeſſors i in an obſtinate proſecution of cor- 
rupt and backſliding courſes ; that forbearance and lenity 
which cheriſhes equally truth and error, and the good 
and evil works: of men ze may affirm not to; be of 
God: for * the wiſdom that is from above, is firſt pure, 
.> Friendſhips and alliances of this ſort 
are like the forbidden leagues entered into by Iſrael with 
the inhabitants of the land, whom they were commanded 
without exception to drive out; which never failed to 
prove a ſnare unto them: They cannot have his bleſſing 
while they have not his warrant; as the people took of 
the victuals of the Gibeonites, and © aſked nat counſel at 
= the mouth of the Lord.” Such as ſpare thoſe whom 
God hath devoted to deſtruction {we ſpeak not of mens 
perſons but their works), they do it to their own detri- 
ment, if not at their extreme peril. As the prophet ſaid 
to the too indulgent king for his unſeafonable act of cle: 
menty, * Becauſe thou haſt let go out of thy hand a man 
« whom I appointed to utter deſtruction, therefore thy 
“ life ſhall go for his life,” 1 Kings xx. 42. God hath 

not 
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not only denounced his diſpleaſure againſt ſuch as are 
open enemies to his intereſt, but againſt all ſuch as with- 
hold their hand from doing execution upon them: « Cur. 
cc ſed be he that doeth the work of the Lok p deceitful. 
&« ly, and curſed be he that keepeth back his "ord from 
« blood.” Jer. xlviii. fo. 

Freceurthly, We may learn from this ſubject, that the 
pretended caution and prudence of ſuch as decline neceſ. 
fary duty, however hazardous, and ſhift appearances for 
religion to avoid ſufferings, will in the end be found very 
unfafe and dangerous. Such carnal policy is always bad 
policy. It is better to be embarked with the Lokp's 
cauſe, amidſt all ſtorms, and at all hazards, than to go 
ſwimming along with the world in the full tide of favour 
and proſperity. It had been more eligible for the inha- 
bitants of Meroz to have run jeopardy with their bre- 
thren, and expoſed themſelves in the hotteſt front of the 
battle, yea, to have fallen in the field, than by ſhameful- 
ly ſkulking at home, to fall under a divine anathema: 
Thoſe who conſult with fleſh and blood, and ſeek to ſe- 
cure themſelves againſt temporal evils, or think t6 pro- 
mote their worldly deſigns by betraying their profeſſion, 
or making ſhipwreck of a good conſcience, muſt have 
cauſe to regret the unwiſe choice they make. None ever 
could boaſt of honour and profit by perfidy or treachery 
to Gop. The evils they think to avoid, may perhaps, 
notwithſtanding all their care, purſue them and cleave to 
them, without the cheering and ſupporting conſideration 
attending them, of having met with them in the way of 


| duty but with the additional weight of a curſe to embit- 


ter them for turning out of that way. When 'the timo- 
rous fugitives from Judes refuſed to dwell in that waſted 
land, 


* 


11 
land, neither would obey the voice of | the LorD their 


are Gop; ſaying, «© No; but we will go into the land of ws 
the « Egypt, where we ſhall ſee no war, nor hear the ſound ths 
ur- of the trumpet, nor have hunger of bread ; and there — 9 
ul. « will we dwell.” Then the prophet aſſures them, « It 
M I « ſhall come to paſs, that the ſword which ye feared = | 
« ſhall overtake you there in the land of Egypt; and 2 E 
1. « the famine whereof ye were afraid ſhall follow cloſe 'S | 
195 « after you there in Egypt, and there ye ſhall die.“ — 


Jer. xlii. 13, 14, 16. At any rate, the evils they may 
) ay and eſcape, are no way comparable with thoſe they 
ruſh upon : by ſhunning the reſentment of the ſons of 
men who ſhall die, they incur the more dreadful ven- 
8? geance of the Almighty: by keeping good terms with the 
hol world, they break their peace with Gop. But it is ſure- 
nal ly infinitely more deſirable to have all the world againſt 
ee a perſon, than to have Gop turned to be his enemy; 
he and to bear all that the malice and cruelty of men can 
ul- inflict, than to feel the ſlighteſt touch of his wrathful 
ak hand. There is far more terror in his curſe than in all 
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(e- temporal evils united, or in a thouſand tortures and deaths, 

* were they combined in one. : 

Ny In the th place, From this ſubje&t we may andy * 
mg perceive the great need there 1s for a public ſpirit, and br * 
er j * 
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the moſt explicit and vigorous appearances for the cauſe 
iT of GoD, at this day. There are ſome times when this 
® duty becomes more indiſpenſably neceſſary and peculiarly 
to 
n 
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ſeaſonable: and it requires but little reflection to per- 
ceive, that it is eſpecially ſa, at preſent. The preſſing 
calls hereunto are ſo many and ſo obvious, that he who 
* runs may read.” If the low ſtate of religion, while a 


1 hoſt 1 mighty adverſaries, and a complication of formi- 
Ht | - dable 
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dable dangers, threaten its extinction; if the freſh re. Ml fro! 
membrance of evils and dangers paſt; if the lively and WM fon: 
painful ſenſe of the preſent, or the ſtill darker proſpect of MW and 
thoſe to come, ſhould have any weight with profeſſors, Tl 
to arouſe their lumbering zeal, and bring them forth to nete 
tlic help of the Lox D z nov is the period when they are ¶ ther 
called to act the faithful and valiant part. A mi 
The prefent times are threatening and very perilous WW to din 
times. It is indeed * the time of Jacob's trouble; and WW in cf 
he is a ſtranger in Iſrael who knows not this. All that I unalt 
is moſt ſacred and valuable is at ſtake, + The enemy has formi 
come in like a flood; Atheiſm and Deiſm make very ra- yenan 
pid and ſurpriſing progreſs; impiety and profaneneſs and v 
overſpread the land, bidding defiance to all laws human preclu 
and divine. The groſſeſt errors and moſt peſtilent be- ¶ way o 
relies that ever vexed the church are abroad; they no ¶ quenc 
longer ſteal upon us under diſguiſe, nor appear «like a I of Bri 
peſtilence walking in darkneſs,” but like «deſtruction I to © fe 
waſting at noon-day; and they are now fo common, and I ligion 
= fo familiar to the generation, that they are no longer cone IM rule, 
fidered as alarming or ſhocking, Even Popery's hideous ſquare 
form ſtarts up again from its grave, and ventures to thow If tion of 
its face abroad; and it ſeems now to have loft its wonted IE inhabit 
terrors, and is no longer that object of averſion and dread I ical 
that ſome time it was. Ignorance and Superſtition ſtill I bold it 
maintain their empire; multitudes of ſouls are daily pe- ¶ and pr: 
riſhing for lack of knowledge, and deſtroyed through the wound 
unfaithfulneſs of their blind guides. The great evange- I ſtian h 
heal truths, which alone bring to ſalvation, are either I ſtitions 
denied or concealed ; The age is become aſhamed of the from R 
genuine goſpel of CHRIST. Schiſmatical parties multi» WW darkne! 
ply ; old ſectarian principles are revived ; and many mon- red tl 
2 | ſtrous 
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trous dreams and novelties are added to them. Delu- 
fons abound ; while inſtability and apoſtacies grow more 
and more common. 
The profeſſions of n legally authoriſed, are not 
merely defective, but in too many things incongruous to 
the rule of ſcripture, and the attainments of purer times. 
A motley and ſelf-contradictory ſettlement, with reſpect 
to divine worſhip and eccleſiaſtical government, is made 
an eſſential, and, fo far as human laws can make it, an 
unalterable part of the Britiſh conſtitution ; whereby uni- 
formity, according to the word of Gon and ſolemn coe. 
renants (by human laws, too, once declared unalterable, 
| and which by the moral law till remains ſo) is effectually 
man I precluded, and a ſeemingly inſuperable bar laid in the 
be - way of any attempts for future reformation. In conſe- 
7 no quence of ſuch an abſurd eſtabliſhment, the inhabitants 
ke 2 af Britain, like the mongrel Samaritans, are authoriſed. 
tion I to © fear the LogD, and to ſerve their own gods.” Re- 
and I ligion is no longer to be framed according to one divine 
one WY rule, and regarded for its truth and excellence; but 
us ſquared according to the manner of the land, the ſitua- 
how I tion of the country, the inclinations and cuſtoms of the 
ited WW inhabitants; and regarded purely for convenience or po- 
read MW litical advantage. No wonder though we every day be- 
fill bold it ſacrificed to Mammon, accommodated to intereſt 
pe- ¶ and preferment, and proſtituted for a poſt. The deadly 
the W wound of the beaſt is again healed, while the antichri- 
ge- tian hierarchy, with all its attendant fopperies, ſuper- 
her Wl ſtitions, and farcical ingnimated forms, exactly copied 
the WW from Rome, and adapted only to the night of palpable. 
li- darkneſs, which Gon in time paſt winked at, and ſuf- 
on- i fered the deluded nations to walk in—are maintained in 
— - . all 
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all their pomp and vigour, to the baniſhment of true 
piety, and the extinction of almoſt all ſenſe of Chiriſtiz. 
nity, from the minds of men. Even in this part of the u- 
nited kingdom, where there are no laws obliging, and no 
local temptations to induce thereto, thefe abominationg: 
begin to appear. of late with more credit, and in the prin- 
cipal cities meet with more public countenance, than 
heretofore. There are many among us who ſeem to wiſh: 
that this curſed Jericho were rebuilt; and none, even of 

profeſſed Preſbyterians, in any office or place of public 
truſt whatever, ſhow any ſcruple at occaſional conformi- 


poſed 
of the 
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men: 
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e to 
length 
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ty with the ſuperſtitious church of England; nor ſcruple, As 
by repeated.oaths, to contradict the profeſſion of their. Lis tl 
native country, and abjure the reformed principles of chang 
their fathers. : The wicked ſupremacy is ſtill claimed and with a 
exerciſed by our princes; and in the ſame day that any {Wimoit 
of them is anointed a king, he is in ſome ſort conſecra- may w. 
ted a pope; and inſtead of being only a member under WM” tion 
CHRIST, the higheſt place which any mortal can poſ- It is Ic 
ſeſs in the kingdom of heaven, he is from that day for- rann 
ward inveſted with the title of the Supreme head e the i this 
church : a name, like that wrote upon the crown of the Newer 
beaſt, full of blaſphemy; and a title nothing inferior, in Nund arc 
abſurdity and preſumption, to that aſſumed by the man The L 
of ſin: A,circumſtance, in the conſtitution of the Britiſh With * 
government, that has long been à ſcandalous reproach to ter,” 
the Reformation, and is none of the leaſt of our nation- Ml whil, 
al fins. Beſides, -are not the vileſt men often exalted, and Gays'o1 
profane libertines and irreligious ſcoffers allowed to take Wl "o<cu 
and poſſeſs their ſeats. in the higheſt aſſemblies of judica- Ireachs 
ture; while . conſcientious men, who fear an oath, and Wale. 
are friends to a covenanted reformation, are, by the im- hinſt! 
«ting 
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vole teſts'and-qualifications, for ever debarred ; and ſome 


of them, in different places, ſubjected to peculiar hard- 
ſhips and diſadvantages in their civil calling, while they 
are not allowed to enjoy entire the rights belonging to 
men and good ſubjects. This is no exaggerated repre- 
ſentation, but a very flight and modeſt hint at the preſent 
deplorable ſtate of religious matters among us. Were 
we to draw the picture of our evils and grievances at full 
length, and to ſpeak out all the truth, it might 50 near 
to be conſtrued calumny, if not treaſon. 

As to the church of Scotland, once "fo famous, & how 


«is the gold become dim] how is the moſt fine gold 


changed?!” her carved work has long been breaking down 
with axes and hammers; and by this time is now got 
almoſt totally demolifhed. So that aſtoniſhed ſpectators 
may well aſk, Is this the city that men call the perfec- 
« tion of beauty, the joy of the whole earth?“ Lam. ii. 15 


I is long fince a grievous yoke of ſpiritual oppreſſion and 


tyranny has been wreathed about the necks of Chriſtians 
n this land, and under it they have long groaned. The 
powers, without mercy, have plowed upon their backs, 
and are ſtill lengthening out and deepening their furrows. 
The Loxp's flock have been driven away, and frighted 
with « the noiſe of archers in the place of drawing wa- 
ter.” © The ways of Zion do mourn in many places, 


« while none come to the folemn feaſts” As in the 
ays'of Shamgar the ſon of Anath, the highways are 


moccupied, and travellers paſs through by-ways. Our 
reaches widen, and the diviſions of Reuben daily 1n- 
teaſe, Ephraim is againſt Manaffeh, and Manaſſeh a- 
fnſt Ephraim, and both againſt Judah. In ſuch an af- 
kling and alarming ſituation of things, ſhall there be 
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none to hear the plaintive voice of Zidn, when ſhe , 
ſuing as a ſuppliant for pity and help; ſaying, « Whi 
« ſhall ſtand up for me againſt evil doers ?” Is it a ting 
for all the world to ſit {till and be at reſt, when it is pre 
claimed as with a trumpet in the ears of all, « Who js 
<« on the LorD's fide ?” Muſt not ſupineneſs and torpic 
indifference, at ſuch a criſis, be inexcuſable, crimina] 
and dangerous in the higheſt degree? Is it not high time 
to awake out of ſleep? Shall any well-wiſher to reli 
gion and the good of mankind content himſelf with be 
ing a mere ſpectator, without putting his hand to help 
It is ſurely time, and more than time, for all ' whoſc 
Hearts the Loxp hath touched, to ſtep forth and ſho 
. themſelves men. Things are already come to the laſt ex 
tremity; or if they be not, they are apparently faſt ha 
ſtening to it. And is it wiſdom to wait till matters be 


come altogether deſperate and paſt recovery? Would 
nation, that was not infatuated and reconciled to thei 


deſtruction, patiently ſuffer an invading foe to enter thei 
coaſts, ſack their cities, plunder their capital, and ravag 
and ſpoil the land from the one end to the other, befor 
they would think of making any reſiſtance ; and not r: 
ther go forth to meet the enemy while at ſome diſtance 
A prudent man will foreſee coming evil, and ſeek for 
remedy, while it may poſſibly be prevented. Any dil 
eaſe is beſt withſtood in its beginnings and firſt ſtages 
which being neglected till it arrive at its height, ma 
| baffle all applications, and prove infallibly deadly. It 
folly unparallelled, to let irretrievable ruin preclude tl 
uſe of all means, and render every human effort val 
Though we are already come to a very melancholy pal 
yet, bleſſed be Gon, there. i is hope in Iſrael concern! 


0! 


r 


aur caſe. If we linger much longer, our repentance and 
proffered help may come too late, and deliverance in vain 
be looked for. But if we can now at laſt, though late, 
be excited to ſeek the Lord, he may yet be found. Per- 
adventure his ſalvation may draw near, and « glory may 
« yet dwell in our land.” Though the day 3 is a day of 
darkneſs and of gloomineſs, yet there is ſome brightneſs 
in it. If a ſinning people would but hearken to his voice, 
and backſliding Iſrael would take his counſel, and chooſe 
again his ways, he would “ ſoon ſubdue their enemies, 
« and turn his hand upon their foes.” Therefore alſo 
now, ſaith the LokD, turn ye even to me with all 
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« your heart, and with faſting, and with weeping, and 70 
« with mourning; and rent your hearts and not your 58 4 
« garments, and turn utito the Lok D your Gop ; for by Bo 
« he 18 gracious and merciful, flow to anger, and of great 25 ty 
Juld « kindneſs, and repenteth him of the evil. Who know- FE; 44 
thei « eth if he will return and repent, and leave a bleſſing be- L. "a 
thei « hind him?“ Joel ii. 12, 13, 14. 2] 
avag 92 | +" 
efor II. Lamentation. f 
It 12 | | "Mk | 
ance WE may ſee from this ſubject great cauſe to lament 2 | 


and may juſtly occaſion the moſt ſerious and heavy 


the want and decay of public ſpirit, with reſpect to re- 
ligion and the cauſe of Gop in the preſent age. This is 
one thing that bodes ill to the commonwealth of Iſrael, 


thoughts of heart to all its friends. Wherever there i? 


1 any thing remaining of this ſpirit among a people, it is 5 7 
ral always a hopeful ſymptom; and though the days be evil, 
pal it promiſes good to be at hand. But this is no part of the al 


character of the men of this generation, but the very op- $ 7 
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poſite to it; the lukewarm ſpirit of Laodicea, and the 
curſed diſpoſition of Meroz, diſtinguiſhes and diſgraces 
the period in which we live. Notwithſtanding the cri- 
tical hour of diſtreſs and danger come upon us, and not- 
withſtanding the length to which corruption and de- 
formation are arrived, yet all ranks are wofully ſunk in 
the deepeſt ſecurity. '« Iniquity abounds, and the love 
« of many waxes cold.” It is moſt lamentable to think, 
that amidſt all the real or pretended knowledge and im- 
provements of the preſent age, the intereſts of morality, 
religion, and reformation, fhould be almoſt, on all hands, 
10 entirely neglected. Whatever be the cauſe that men 
axe active, warm, and intent about, the above make no 
part of it. Talk they of patriotiſm and public ſpirit, they 
refer to ſomething very different from theſe moſt valuable 
and important of all objects; without which theſe boaſt- 
ed names are mere empty ſhadow and vain rhodomon- 
tade: the models of ſuch patriotiſm they are more ambi- 
tious of taking, and indeed with greater propriety; from 
Pagan Greece and Rome, than from the truly heroic and 
thrice noble ſpirits, held up to view, and handed down to 
immortality in Jewiſh or Chriſtian ſtory. Time was 
when © a man was famous, and had in eſtimation accor- 
ding as he lifted up the axe upon the thick trees,” for 
building or repairing the houſe of Gop; but this is a road 
co fame now antiquated and untrod. This people ay, 
The time is not come, the time that the Lox D's houſe 
* ſhould be built. They run every man to his own 
< houſe; intent upon their own little affairs that ſhall 
| periſh with themſelves, while the Lokp's houſe. lieth 
waſte. | 1 | 


of 


8 Whither is the fervent love and zeal of 'the profeſſors. 
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of Scotland now fled ? Where, O where! is that pure and 
ſacred flame that once warmed and animated their breaſts? 


Is it quenched: and gone for ever? O fad change! Is 


this the land once ſo ſolemnly married to the LoRD of 
hoſts? where hands have been ſo often lifted up in 
fwearing to- Jehovah-z and covenants, for the perpetual 
maintenance of religion and reformation, ſo publicly and 
ſolemnly ſubſcribed with tears of joy? Can theſe be al- 
ready forgot? And. is it now almoſt become a crime to 


mention them; or the valuable cauſe and intereſt in be- 


half of which they were framed ? Is this the land where 
ſo many thouſands followed CHRIS H in the day of trial? 
where ſo: many wandered through wilds and deſart moun- 
tains; welcomed famine, or ſword, or impriſonment, or 
exile; and offered their bodies to the rage of ſeas, the 


ignominy of a ſcaffold, the torture of the rack, or the 


violence of the fire, rather than J=svs ſhould be diſho- 


noured, or his cauſe left friendleſs? Inſtead of inherit- 
mg their ſpirit, and maintaining the teſtimony of ſuch 


inviolable, doth not this age ſtigmatize them for fools, 


and traduce their cauſe as folly ? Inſtead of wiſhing for 
its revival, do they not congratulate themſelves, and re- 
joice at the thought of its being finally buried in oblivionz 
and provide with all caution againſt its return? Are 
not many tongues and pens daily proclaiming the triumph 
of reaſon and good ſenſe over what they are pleaſed 'ta 


call Bigotry and Fanaticiſm; and celebrating the irreli- - 


gious ſpirit of the times, accurſed of Gop, as ſuperior 
wiſdom, moderation, free inquiry, liberal thinking, and 


what not? Thus they have learned to glory in their 


name; and are hardening themſelves more and more in 
their 23 and apoſtacy. >: N 


CT] 


Nor have any. means hitherto uſed with this genen 
tion, though means have not been wanting, proved ſuf. mg 


ficient to ſtop the awful torrent, or effectual to recover had 
them to repentance, but all ſeem to be loſt upon them. vil 
Long has Gop waited, much has he ſaid, and much has pre! 
he done among them; but ſtill in vain. He has mixed wit 
mercy and judgment together, and often varied the con- Lo} 
duct of his providence; ſometimes uſing gentleneſs, and hav! 
ſometimes ſeverity ; now ſmiting, and anon ſmiling : but 1 
em 


neither ſignal mercies, nor ſmarting rods and calamities; 
neither the fulneſs of bread, nor the ſcourge of famine; call! 
neither the bleſſings of peace, nor the commotions and ing 
horrors of war; neither ſucceſſes and victories, nor ruin- the! 
ous defeats: neither iron-furnaces nor Red-ſea deliver- ſeem 
ances, have been able to bring us to ourſelves, or arouſe II lurec 
us from our dead midnight fleep, He may fay, «1 H! 
ic hearkened, and heard, but they ſpake not aright; no 
« man repented him of his wickedneſs, ſaying, What 


ſes 18 
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« have I done? Every one turned to his own way, as in 1 
« the horſe ruſheth into the battle.” It is a people that 755 
0 Ju 


« do always err in their hearts, and they have not known 
« my ways.” Though line has been upon line, line up- exc 
on line, precept upon precept, precept upon precept ; How 


though faithful meſſengers have been ſent, and pointed lier, 

teſtimonies given; though a number of miniſters and "iſitat 

people have been led forth by the good hand of Gop up- been 
alarm. 


on them, to contend for the Reformation principles and 
liberties of this church; though they have now, for the long Þ: 
ſpace of half an age, been inevitably conſtrained to ap- of Me 
pear: and act as a ſeparate body, uniformly maintaining If y 
a ſtated oppoſition to the various ſteps of defection whe- ral tri] 


ther in church or ſtate; though from the day of their be- ture, 
i a | 1 How! 
23 ing low 
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#4 ing called to ſuch a ſervice, they have not ceaſed, as they 
TH had acceſs, to call all ranks to conſider their ways, ha- 
= ring doctrinally and judicially, from pulpits and from 
Wa preſſes, given them the plaineſt warnings, accompanied 
8 with the moſt earneſt intreaties, in the name of the 
1 LoxD; though there are few corners of the land but 
© have been ſome time or. other in this manner viſited, and 
= are {till invited and ſummoned ;—yet, after all, how few 
es; embrace their opportunities, or beſtir. themſelves at the 
ne; call? The generality ſtill ſtand aloof: inſtead of obey- 
nd ing the firſt ſummons, and, vying with one another for 
the honour of going foremoſt, they all with one conſent 
er. WU {cm diſpoſed to make excuſes, and cannot be either al- 
iſe Wl lured or driven to take part in the duties or dangers of 


«1 the intereſting conteſt. The number of profeſſed witneſy 
ſes is yet comparatively but few, their ſtrength ſmall ; and 
dat the edge of their zeal can hardly fail, by this time, to be 
in a great meaſure blunted. To this day they have con- 
tinued, like the remant left of the captivity in the land 
5 of Judah, „ in affliction and great reproach.” But how 
p- inexcuſable are the inhabitants of this land rendered! 
t; How great is their ſecurity, and how deplorable their in- 

difference! How little do they know the time of their 
id nſitation ! It is not for nothing that the Loxp has thus 
p- been ſetting up a diſplayed banner, and ſounding an 
id alarm. How can the cities of Scotland, who have been 


P: long privileged in this manner, eſcape the condemnation 
p- 0! Meroz |! 
8 If we ſnould here take a particular FRIES of our Lone 


ral tribes, and remark tlieir behaviour in the preſent junc- 
ure, what a mournful proſpect would preſent itſelf ? 
How little life, vigour, and hearty concern for the cauſe 
. P of 


E } 


of Gop are to be found among them? There are many 
religious differences now prevailing, and many parties 
have ſprung up in this diſtracted nation; and mens ſpi- 
rits are keenly ſet on edge, and abundantly exaſperated 
againſt one another. «One faith, I am of Paul; another, 
« Jof Apollos;“ and many are warm and induſtrious 
enough in propagating their own opinions, and promo- 
ting the intereſts of their party: But this may very well 
conſiſt with coldneſs and indifference about the cauſe of 
CHRIST. The credit of religion and the intereſt of truth 
commonly ſuffer in ſuch quarrels-and contentions. A- 
mong the greater part of the contenders, perhaps with 
all parties in ſome degree, theſe are but too much over- 
looked and left out amidſt the heat of controverſy. It is 


* 


to be ſuſpected, that in the eagerneſs and vehemence 


that many diſcover, there is ſome other object in view 
than ſolely the glory of Gop and the good of ſouls. The 
rage of party, the ſtubborn ſtiffneſs of debate, the ſtrife 
for precedence or mere victory, the boaſting pride of 
parts, the contempt or hatred of perſons ; ill- natured, 
unſeaſonable, and indifcriminate reflections on other par- 
ties; abuſe of a perſonal kind; a hot vindictive reſent- 
ment of perſonal affronts or wrongs ; defamatory and 
malevolent attacks of rivals and opponents; or an inde- 
fatigable diligence in making proſelytes, and drawing a 
number of followers to a ſide, by any arts, and upon any 
terms z theſe are things which have no manner of con- 
nection with this divine principle, but muſt be accounted 
for ſome other way. A public ſpirit for religion is often 
mimicked and pretended to where it is really wanting; 
and its falſe likeneſs and counterfeit appearances may be 
very ready to deceive : on which account it is moſt ne- 
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ties WE this in truth powerfully prevalent among the various de- 
ſpi- WE tominations of profeſſors; were their hearts ſingle and 
ated Wi upright for Gop; party diſtinctions and controverſies 
her, WE bchoved to fall of courſe,—and the broken ſtaff would 
ious become one again in CHRIS T's hand. Were Chriſtians 
mo- but one in heart, and in the ſame: oommon end, notwith- 
well Wl ſtanding of different degrees of knowledge and light, 


there would be no jarring oppoſition or contradiction a- 
mong them. 80 far is it from being true, what is very 


A- WW commonly faid on this head, that a variety of parties may 
vith WW be at variance, and fighting againſt each other, and yet 
ver- bc all ſingly aiming at the ſame end, and promoting it 
It is WM too: © For if the eye be ſingle, the Whole body will be 


« full of light.” 


ew If we ſhall turn our eyes from theſe 8 differen 
Che ces, and view men as they are variouſly. diſtinguiſhed: in 
rife ¶ reſpect of ſtation, rank, or office; how hardly ſhall: we 
of find a man that ſeeketh the truth?” To what claſs of 
red, W them ſhall we turn, without meeting with cauſe of ſad 
par- regret and lamentation? Shall we ſearch among the 
-nt- ¶ poor, and look abroad among the common people, which. 
and Wl always make up the body of a nation? May it not be 
de- juſtly ſaid of them, <, Lo, theſe are fooliſh; for they | 
8 2 (know not the way of the Loxp, nor the judgment of 
any Wl © their Gop,” Jer. v. 4. Theſe are commonly the ſoun- 
on- der parts of a nation, and ire not To ſoon or ſo univer- 
ted Wi filly corrupted as other degrees of men; and it muſt be 
ten Bi confeſſed, that if there be any thing of ſobriety, virtue, 
'>) WM fligion, or public ſpirit remaining with us, it is to be 
be Bl found among people of this claſs. But “ though the 


5 Sina of Iſrael be as the ſand of the ſea,” yet there 
Pp 2 is 


efary that Chriſtians ſhould try the ſpirits. But were 
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is but a remnant left, and a very ſmall remnant. How 
few of them have eſcaped the contagion of the times, 
and preſerve their garments undefiled ? Are the body of 
the people diſcovering that regard to their principles and 
holy profeſſion which once they had; or exerting them- 
ſelves as they ought for them? Are they « lamenting 
« after the Lord ?” or „ aſking: the way to Zion, with 
« their faces thitherward ; ſaying, Let us join ourſelves 
« to the LoRD in a perpetual covenant that ſhall never 
«be forgotten ?” Do they flock to the Lory's ſtand- 
ard, or inquire for « the good old paths?“ Are they 
diſpoſed to maintain and vindicate their ſpiritual rights, 
according to the value and importance of them; or unite 
as one man to ſhake off the yoke of eccleſiaſtical op- 
preſſion? Very far from it. Though new gods have 
been introduced, and though in conſequence of theſe 
innovations war has ariſen in the gates, “ is there a ſhield 
« or ſpear ſeen among forty thouſand in Tirael?” Like 
Iſſachar, they are in love with reſt, and crouch under 
their burdens,” and tamely behold chains of the worſt 
fort entailed upon them and their children; while, in 
the mean time, loofenefs in ſentiment and practice, 1g- 
noranee, neglect of religious duties, contempt of ordi- 
nances, giddineſs and inſtability, vanity, luxury, carnal 
mirth and madnefs, levity and wantoneſs, riot and drunk- 
eneſs, with covetouſneſs, extortion, «emulations, wraths, 
« ſtrifes, ſeditions, hereſies, are making a viſible and 
rapid progreſs among them. The aged are become cold, 
careleſs, and old in backſliding; and the young remain 
untaught and unreſtrained, being early initiated and in- 
dulged in the faſſlionable follies and vices of the age, to 
the utter extinction of ſeriouſneſs and ſobriety 2 
4 8 | hem. 
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nem. In the room of the godly men that are taken à. 
way, and the faithful that are failing from the earth, there 
are few children riſing up to ſucceed them. There are 
few early ſpring- bloſſoms; or if peradventure they are 
here arid there ſeen, how few of them ripen into good 
fruit? Through the bleakneſs of the air, and coldneſs of 
the ſeaſon, they fold up their leaves and die. The chil- 


ling contagious wind, that is now. — paſſes over 2 


=, 


them, and they ate gone. | 1 
If we ſhall next turn our eyes to miniſters, who ſhould 
lead the way to the people, and ought to appear the moſt 


zealous champions i in his cauſe ; how are ſeaſonable truths - 


periſhed from their lips! And how treacherous and uri- 
faithful are they become to the charge of their Gop! 
How are the watchmen off their guard ! and Which of 
them could return an anſwer to an inquirer who thould 
aſk, c Watchman, what of the night?“ We fee not 

« our ſigns, neither is there any more a prophet 'among 
« us, or one that knoweth the time how long.“ Now is 
that denunciation from the LoxDp fulfilled; * therefore 
« night ſhall be unto you, that ye ſhall not have a viſion; 
« and it ſhall be dark unto you, that ye ſhall not divine; 
« and the ſun ſhall go down over the prophets, and the 
* day ſhall be dark over them,” Mic. iii.'6.” As of old, 
« the prophets have ſeen vain and fooliſh things for'Jeru- 
« ſalem; they have not diſcovered her iniquity, to turn 
« away” her captivity, but have ſeen falſe burdens and 
« cauſes of baniſhment,” Lam. ii. 14. Yea, may we not 
aggravate the charge, and apply on this ſubject, with too 
much juſtice, the very ſad and ſevere language of Jere- 


miah in another place: « Mine heart within me is bro- 8 
4 ken; becauſe of the 3 all my bones Make: for 
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tc both prophet and prieſt are profane; yea, in my houſe 
cc have I found their wickedneſs, ſaith the Lokp.“ 40 
cc have ſeen in the prophets of Jeruſalem an horrible 
« thing: they commit adultery, and walk in lies; they 
« ſtrengthen alſo the hands of evil doers, that none doth 
ce return from his wickedneſs:—for from the prophets of 
&« Jeruſalem is profaneneſs gone forth into all the land. 
66 'They ſay ſtill unto them that deſpiſe me, The Loxp 
&« hath ſaid ye ſhall have peace; and they ſay unto every 
« one that walketh in the imagination of his own heart, 
« No evil ſhall come upon you: For who hath ſtood in 
&« the counſel of the LoR D? &c. „ If they had ſtood in 
« my counſel, and had cauſed my people to hear my 
« words, then they ſhould have turned them from their 
« evil way, and from the evil of their doings,” Jer. xxiii. 
9, II—22. We had never reached to the pitch of dege- 
neracy and corruption to which we are now come, nor 
could we have perſiſted ſo long therein, had there not been 
a proportional defection and corruption among the mini- 
ſtry; from whom the evils of the times have not only 


met with indulgence, but countenance and ſupport. 


“The leaders of the people cauſe them to err; and they 
ce that are led of them are deſtroyed.” 

The greateſt bleſſing a nation can enjoy is a pure, up- 
right, and faithful miniſtry. Such a bleſſing Britain once 
had; but now eit is otherwiſe: and ſhe may remember 
and lament the time when thoſe bright conſtellations 
which illuminated the church's hemiſphere ſet and diſ- 
appeared; particularly that woful day deſerves ever to be 
remembered with regret, and mentioned with tears, 
wherein ſuch a multitude of painful and godly miniſters, 


in our neighbouring nation, were at once condemned to 


4 | klenge, | 
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flencey or driven into corners; whereby the intereſts of 


ag religion and reformation there received a ſtroke, from 

ble which it has never ſince been able to recover: A fin for 

hey which England has long ſuffered, and for which it ſuffers 

oth to this day; while a ſet of ignorant, profane, and time- 

of ſerving men, who are a reproach to the Chriſtian name, 

nd, have ſupplanted them, and continue, in a line of pro- 

RD greſſive degeneracy, ſtill to occupy their places. Scot- 

ry land, too, above many lands, could boaſt of her “ burn- 

rt, « ing and ſhining lights ;” men “ full of power by the 45 

in & ſpirit of the Lok p, to declare unto Jacob his tranſgreſ= 

in « fions, and to Iſrael his fin :” who ſtood as iron pillars, 

ny or as a brazen wall, againſt the encroachments of error 45 a 3 

eir and innovations: who, without reſpect of perſons, ſcru- Ml 

11, pled not to reprove vice and ungodlineſs wherever they F 1 

e- beheld them; and before whoſe face guilty greatneſs was 

or often put to ſhame, or made to tremble. But theſe, 

en where are they now? * The prophets do not live for oY 

li- «ever.” With them much of that honeſty, plainneſs, 9 

ly and undaunted freedom, ſo becoming the ambaſſadors of | 25 2 

t, !beaven, is gone; and mean flattering complaiſance, baſe 

y and cringing ſervility, or ſmooth, inoffenſive complimen- fr 25 
tary politeneſs, are qualifications more eſteemed and cul 

p- tivated. A race has ſprung up, who are equally ſtran- * 

e gers to the religious principles and ſpirit of their fathers; "Rl 

Tr to whom the infamous name of kirelings may with the Fs - 

8 greateſt propriety be given. And it is hard to ſay whe- bo. | 

- ther the unſavourineſs of their preaching, or the unten- 8 


e derneſs of their practice, be moſt deteſtable; or whether 
the error of their doctrine, or the ſcandal of their life 
and example, be moſt pernicious. There may yet be 


= pany individuals, no doubt, even in the national church, 
| | | to 


ſed to follow it; nor can any conſideration induce them 


E 


to: whom this deſcription: may not be altogether ,appli- 
cable, and who are grieved to behold the preſent tate of 
hives among us. But which of them diſcover that in- 
tegrity, courage, or reſolution, which the fituation and 


>, 


circumſtances of matters require? Who among them 
have the hardineſs to ſtep forth, at the riſk of their earthly 
all, to make a fair ſtand. againſt the progreſs of thoſe 
eviis which they affect to diſlike and deplore ? None of 
the men of might can ſind their hands for ſuch an enter- mak 
priſe. Though the glory of the Loup has already with- 
drawn to the threſhold of the houſe, and appears ſtill to 
be removing to a greater diſtance, yet none ſeem diſpo- 


to go forth without the camp bearing CRRIST's reproach. 


On the contrary, while they tamely make one in thoſe their 
councils, and retain their ſeats in thoſe courts, by which thoſe 
miniſterial freedom and Chriſtian liberty have been ar- and! 
raigned, baniſhed, and perſecuted, and many precious the r 
truths hoſtilely wounded ; are they not partakers of other and 
mens ſins, inſtead of keeping themſelves pure? While the 
they join fellowſhip with the herd of antruders, and 5 
maintain eccleſiaſtical brotherhood with the moſt erro- Ze 
neous and ſcandalous in the office, are they not as one 18 
of them? Is not the whole maſs ſo intimately mixed ſer 
and kneaded together, by this time wholly leavened ; 4h; 

| while the leaven has never been purged out? And do what 

not ſuch men, with all their character for ſuperior or- * 

s thodoxy and a ſtricter piety, in ſuch a connection, in et- Fe 
felt ſtrengthen the hands of evil doers; and inſtead of uy 
working any deliverance, give a greater credit to defec- * 
tion, and hereby prove the greateſt ſtumbling- blocks in 


the way of many ſerious fouls, retarding them from ma; 
| king 
3 8 


vf the ſanctuary, and devote what they acquire in the 
= | 4 


E izr 1 


lng ſuch appearances againſt the prevailing meaſures as. 
otherwiſe they might do? The uniform experience of 
half a century might have convinced them ſufficiently, 
that their method of teſtifying and contending for refor- 
mation is inadequate, yea ſelf. contradictory; if indeed 
reformation can be' ſaid to be at all concerned in that 
taule which they have now for a long time been avowed- 
ly ſupporting, and in thoſe ſchemes about which they 
make ſo much noiſe” and buſtle. Their feeble efforts, 
erer futile and fruitleſs, ſerve only to heighten the tri- 
umph and eſtabliſh” the dominion of their more power- 
ful opponents. And ſhall they (till cry, Plead with your 
mother, plead | though ſhe has long ſince proved herſelf 
inexorable? Why do they, like Aſher, ſtill abide in 
their breaches, and dream by ſuch conduct to make up 
thoſe ruinous gaps which daily become wider and wider; 
ind come not fairly forth to the help of the LorD againſt 
the mighty, while the main battle is joined, and the warm 
and decifive conflict is maintained, and going on « in 
« the high places of the field: 5 4 * 

«Out of Machir came down governors, and out of 
« Zebulun they that handle the pen of the writer? But 
may we not aſk, „ Where is the wiſe? where is the 
« ſcribe? where is the diſputer of this world?” Where 
are our men of taſte, genius, and refined literature ? In 


what cauſe do they whet and employ their wit, and ap- 


pear in their bright poliſhed armour ? Come they to the 
help of the Lok p, or are they for his adverſaries? Do 
they exert themſelves with diligence and axdour in behalf 
of pure and undefiled religion againſt its various enemies? ? 
Do they conſecrate their gain and ſpoils for the ſervice 
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fields of profane literature to a holy uſe.? Any who haze 
the leaſt acquaintance with the reigning, faſhionable taſte, 
and the preſent mode of modern education, will be able, 
alas! too ſoon to make the reply. In proportion as ſuch 
a taſte is cultivated and gains ground, religious principle 
is weakened, orthodoxy in faith and ſtrictneſs of manners 
are contemned and difcarded, and religious zeal and ſpi. 
ritual exerciſes exploded. Few of thofe who affect to 
diſtinguiſh- themſelves in this reſpect, or who figure in 
the world of letters, diſcover any proper knowledge of, 
or reliſh for, “the things of the ſpirit of Gop.” To 
ſtudy, to love, to admire and hold in veneration, or to 
vindicate and defend theſe, muſt now paſs with perſons 
of this claſs for an employ mean, vulgar, and illiberal, 
from which they. will fly as a ſtain upon their character. 
Any ſhow of wiſdom will be preferred by them to that 
true hidden. wiſdom, to be found only among thoſe who 
are perfect. So inflated are they and puffed up « with 
Science, falſely ſo called! fo vain are they become in 
their imagination, and their fooliſh hearts are fo darken- 
ed, like their Pagan predeceflors, whoſe names they al- 
molt adore, and whoſe footſteps they purſue | While our 
pretenders to learning and wiſdom are indefatigable in 
inveſtigating. and adorning every other ſubject, not only 
the uſeful, but even the moſt frivolous; and laboriouſſy 
diſplaying their art, and laviſhing their ornaments, to de- 
corate the verieft trifles; how are the moft worthy deſigns 
forgotten, and the beſt and nobleſt themes neglected!— 
Nor are they neglected only; but perverted by ſophiſtry, 
ſpoiled through philoſophy and deceit; or wantonly ex- 
poſed to burleſque and ridicule. By the hand of ſuch all 


hope of deliverance ſeems to be cut off.—Gop now, W 


ug hin 


bs 


Tm?) 
of old, appears to difclaim the aid of, and to execrate the 
wiidom of this world. 


ble, « Out of Machir came down governors 3 princes 
uch WIN .; of Iſlachar were with Deborah;”—and the © nobles of 
ple WY « 1{racl” made themſelves more noble by « willingly of- 
ners « fering themſelves.” But may we not aſk once more; 
ſpi- Where are our rulers, princes, nobles, and great. men ? 
t o Wl who among theſe put their necks to the work of the 
"WM Leap? If, diſguſted at the ignorance and ſupineneſs of 
af, urpriſed at the defection and irreligious in- 
To the poor, or ſurpriſed at the 8 | 
MW vffrence of the learned, one ſhould ſay, « I will get me 
25 to the great men;“ would he not behold ſtill greater 
ons zbominations, and more . abundant cauſe for anxious 
Ty thoughts of heart? For, lo, © theſe have altogether bro- 
ter, ken the yoke, and burſt the bonds,” Jer. iv. From the 
that peer to the petty gentleman, all care about religion among 
wh them is diſcarded, and all ideas of Chriſtian obligation 
vat pear to be obliterated. Amidſt the various motions, 
n Wa ever fluctuating ſchemes of politicians; amidſt their 
go: vam contention for wealth, power, and precedence, 


nd the perpetual jarrings of faction; in this, and in this 


ap lone, all parties are agreed, without a diviſion, that 
er ſhall care for none of theſe things. As matters go, 
5 we may as ſoon expect to hear of a miracle in nature, 
Fg i to hear of a Right Noble or a Right Honourable per- 


bn moving for a reform of morals and religion, or exert- 
1 ng himſelf to ſuch an effect. God is not in their thoughts, 
wr acknowledged in their counſels, nor propoſed in their 
ſigns; nor are his intereſts admitted to any ſhare with 
beirs: on which account he may juſtly confound their 
woughts, infatuate their counſels, fruſtrate their deſigns, 
iq curſe their intereſts. Nay, hath he not done ſo al- 
x Qz ready 


ready in a very viſible and W manner, and irefuſcs, p! 


in critical enterpriſes, to go forth with their armies ? A. m 
midft the multiplicity of new laws and regulations enac- fr 
ted by men in power for enlarging or ſecuring their terri- p. 
| tories, their traſhc, and their gains, in which may be found th 
l many vain and impolitic, not a few oppreſſive and grie- re 
vous, perhaps ſome unrighteous and antichriſtian, can ſo al 
much as one be found for promoting the kingdom of the th 
LorD Jxsus, at home or abroad, among the ignorant MW tit 
or abandoned multitudes ſubjected to their government ? 60 
Do they not diſperſe throughout the remoteſt boundaries of 
of the empire greedy plundering deſpots, ſwarms of ra- n) 
pacious tax-gatherers, and armies of mercileſs blood- hi 
ſuckers, inſtead of the meſſengers of heavenly peace, and th 
the miniſters of ſalvation ? Sooner ſhall they give their en 
vote, and lend their aid, for repairing the ruins of Rome, to 
than for. reſtoring Jeruſalem, ar pulling down abomina- 
tions that make deſolate the ſanctuary. The very form 
of Chriſtianity is almoſt periſhed among qur nobility and 
gentry, who ſometime were valiant in the: cauſe of hea- 
ven, and did exploits, being foremoſt in zeal as well aa ot 
in rank. But what is now to be expected from men to- let 
tally enſlaved to ambition, avarice, or worldly honour ; wi 
enervated by eaſe, diſſipated, by continual gaming or m. 


diverſions, and beſotted by ſenſual pleaſures ? who are fo! 
tutored up in infidelity, drenched in immorality, and ac- th 


cuſtomed from their youth to break every law of their en 
Creator, and to treat with contempt the moſt ſacred in- ta 
ſtitutions of the REDEEMER? It would be marvellous m: 
indeed, if thoſe who are no more Chriſtians, in any pro- — 
per ſenſe of the word, ſhould commence reformers; and w] 
more maryellous till; das cc ha pleaſure of-the Lord” Lt 
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titude of mountains. 


| Lory's intereſts from whatever motives, and in what- 


” 7 5] 

roher in ſuch hands. Did but ten gadty- perſons ro- 
main among their number, who could juſtly be exempted 
from any part of this charge, perhaps the reſt might be 
pardoned, and the land ſaved, for their ſakes: Nay, was 
there but one great man to be found in every reſpect the 

reverſe of all this, I might have ſpared the reſt, and would 
almoſt repent of what I have ſaid for his ſake.—In vain 
therefore is ſalvation looked for from theſe hills and mul. 
« He who poureth contempt upon 
« princes,” is preſently rejecting and diſdaining tho help 


of the mighty and the noble as well as of the wiſe; de- 


nying them the honour of having any hand in ſupporting 
his cauſe, or- in reviving and carrying on his 'work. In 
the LoRD is the help of his people; who hath choſen and 
employs in their room the poor, the baſe, and deſpiſed, 
to ſupply their lack of {ervice. 


Ul. Reproof. 


} 


As the want of oublic ſpirit and deſertion of the cauſe 
of God are evils ſtill too ſadly prevalent ; ſo they are no 
leſs culpable and dangerous now than in times paſt. On 
which account, the reproofs and upbraidings addreſſed to 
many of the ancient tribes of Iſrael have loſt none of their 
force or energy; and the. menacing words of the angel of 
the Lok p are ſtill accompanied with all their original 


emphaſis and terror as when uttered againſt the inhabi- 


tants of Meroz. They ought therefore to arouſe, and 
may juſtly alarm, all who are included within their reach, 
Seven all, of whatever denomination or ſtation they be, 
who ſhow themſelves unfaithful and unfriendly to the 


ever 


90" J 
ever manner or en 925 prove 2 to be ſo. 
Particularly, 
1. It reproves ſuch as are not at pains to ow the 
truth and diſcern the path of duty. Thoſe who know 
not what the cauſe of Gop is, or with whom it is to be 
found; who cannot diſtinguiſh between the ſpirit of 
truth and the ſpirit of error, nor have learnt the difference 
between the tents of CHRIS T's ſhepherds and the flocks 
of his companions; are in no condition for appearing for 
him. He muſt ſurely be unfit for the ſervice of his 
prince who knows not his ſtandard, nor can diſtinguiſh 
his colours from the enſigns of the enemy. In the Chri- 
ſtian's warfare, it is not always an eaſy matter to do ſo; 
eſpecially in ſuch divided times as the preſent, when ſo 
many oppoſite contending parties bring their ſeveral pre- 
tenſions; when “ falſe prophets and falſe Chriſts ariſe, 
« thewing ſigns and wonders, ſo that if it were poſſible 
« they would deceive the very elect;“ when, to verify 
our LorD's prediction, men fay, „Lo, here is CHRIST; 
© or lo therez” ſome ſaying, « Behold he is in the defart;” 
and others, \« Behold he is in the fecret chambers.” In 
ſuch caſes, wiſdom is neceflary and profitable to direct 
in determining between ſuch a diverſity of jarring and 
inconſiſtent: claims, and for enabling perſons to diſcern 
whither they are to repair, and with whom they ought 
to aſſoeiate: and even in ſuch perilous times, the con- 
ſeientious, the humble and diligent inquirer, fhall not 
fail to cc hear a word behind him, ſaying, This is the way, 
* walk ye in it, when they turn to the right hand, and 
« when they turn to the left.” But are there not many 
who never yet examined this important queſtion; who 


never were really concerned to know the mind of Gon 
, about 


1992 © 


about ſuch matters? ſo they ,ignorantly adopt or blindly. 
{low this or the other courſe as circumſtances deter- 
mine. They adhere to this or the other party ;—but why 

this rather than another, they cannot tell. They profeſs 
to believe and worſhip they know not what; and they 
differ from, and condemn. others, they know not why. 
Such muſt be © children taſſed to and fro with every wind 
« of doctrine, by the flight of men, and cunning crafti- 
« nels, whereby they lie in wait to.deceive ;” and though 
they ſhould by accident happen to fall upon the right fide, 
yet is their religious profeſſion naught in the ſight of Gov, 
while they hold it not in knowledge, nor from a principle 
of faith and obedience to Gop. : 

2. It reproves ſuch as continue wavering and unreſol- 
red in their minds, and undetermined in their practice, 
with reſpect to religious matters. There are ſome who, 
under a pretext of proving all things, hold faſt nothing; 
and while they affect to be « ever learning, they are ne- 
yer able to come to the knowledge of the truth,” but 
wander farther from it. They continue always in ſuf-- 
pence between different opinions; and take no deciſive 
part in the controverſies and contendings about our holx 
religion, While ſome are ignorant and uninquiring, 
others become doubtful and ſceptical about the faith and 


profeſſion of the ſaints, or at leaſt about many, particular 


raluable articles belonging to it ; alleging it to be imprac- 
ticable, if not impoſſible, to come to a diſtinct and certain 
knowledge of the teſtimony of Jas vs, amidſt the endleſs 
Uſputes, differences, and diviſions about this; which 
have filled the Chriſtian world, and eſpecially diſtract our 
and and time. They either cannot, or chooſe not, to 


xt over their doubts and ſcruples. None ſuch ean bg 
cc yaliant. 
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 ©@"paliant for the' truth ub the earth, nor perform 4 


i real ſervice to the cauſe of the REDEEMER againſt its 


mighty er « A double- minded man is unſtable in 
c all his ways.“ A deliberate choice and fixed reſolu- 
tion are abſolutely neceſſary to an active, vigorous, and 
ſteady appearance in behalf of a religious profeſſion.— 
C Chooſe ye this day,” faid Joſhua, « whom ye will ſerve.” 
And when the controverſy was ſubſiſting between Gop 
and Baal, the Prophet urges the heſitating people to bring 
it to an iſſue, and to come to a ſpeedy and final deciſion 
one way or other: «© How long halt ye between two opi- 
&« nions? If the Lord be God, follow him; but if 
« Baal, then follow him.“ 

3. To this claſs alſo belong all ſuch as decline ne 


church-communion with any ſociety or profeſſing body 


af Chtiſtians whatever; as alſo thoſe who reſtrict not 
themſelves to communion with ſome one particular deno- 
mination of profeffors, among whom they may find the 
cauſe of Gop and truth adopted and maintained in great- 
eft purity; but inſtead” of this plead for, or hold, a lar, 
indiſcriminate, and general communion with different 
churches and oppoſite parties at once. Both theſe are 
equally failing in the performance of the great duty im- 
plied in the text, though in very different ways; and it 
is hard to ſay which of them are moſt reprehenſible and 
chargeable with the greateſt abſurdity. They who will 


keep communion with none, and they who would hold 
communion with all, are indeed nearly on a level, with 
reſpect to a public teſtimony, and the great ends of 
church-fellowſhip. And thoſe are as evidently in a miſ- 
take who abſtain from embodying themſelves as members 


es My public ſociety of Chriſtians, or who think they 
can 
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ein attain the ends of a Chriſtian profeſſion without it, 


m 4 

its aj thoſe are who think it lawful and conſiſtent to com- 
ein WET nunicate with ſeparated ſoeieties at the ſame time; and 
olu- that they can, in doing ſo, be maintaining any teſtimony 


vith reſpect to theſe particular articles of truth or error, 
in or duty, in controverſy, and which conſtitute the dif- 
ference between them. The former on the matter ſay, 


Ve. 
:0D That the cauſe of Gop is not to be found among the 
ring WT navy pretenders to it; or, which amounts nearly to the 
fon WM fame thing, that it is become. ſo obſcure and ambiguous 
opi- Wl through diviſion and controverſy, that it is impoſſible to 
t if WM diſcover it. The latter, on the contrary, ſuppoſe it to be 

ſo very ordinary and common, that it is to be found every 
ing WM where; and that a man need not heſitate a moment as to 
od WM where CHRIST in truth is, when many ſay, “ Lo here; 
not il « or lo there; but he muſt believe every ſpirit, and go 
no- zfter them all:. They, in effect, are ſaying that (CHRIS 
the is divided :”- that his teſtimony is not preſerved entire 
cat- and one; but is parted and multiplied, yea, ſet at variance 
lar, and oppoſition with itſelf, according to the errors, hu- 
ent nours, and luſts of men :—that none of theſe different 
arc Wl denominations and diſtin communions have better pre- 


im- tenſions to truth and faithfulneſs than another; but that 
1 1t all their ſeveral profeſſions are true, warrantable, and right, 
nd Wi though they be, in certain points, as "diametrically con- 
vill BY trary to each other as light and darkneſs, ſouth and north: 


old in fine, that none of theſe diſtinct and ſeparate bodies 


th . cn juſtly claim the enjoyment of theſe truths, ordinan- 
of tes, and privileges; delivered by Chriſt to the church pure 
il. and entire; ; but that their members muſt range through 
aher ſocieties, to piece them up and render them com- 


"ng while it is as plain and certain as any geometrical 
XR a axiom, 


* 
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axiom, that as CHRIST is one, and cannot be divided 


i 
ſo his truth, his cauſe, and teſtimony, is but one, and 5 : 
muſt neceſſarily remain ſo, though the viſible body o el 
profeſſora were ſhattered into a thouſand pieces; nor can cht 
they ever pothbly be found upon more than one ſide, « gre 
upon any ſuppoſable diviſion : Nor can it, without the Er 
greateſt abſurdity, be maintained, that becauſe erroneous bciat 


and corrupt ſocieties maintain ſome, perhaps very many, 
things in common with one that may be purer, that 
therefore they are equally intitled to be denominated Wit. 
neſſes for truth; or that their erroneous, partial, defec- 
tive, and unfaithful profeſſion, can with any propriety be 
termed the cauſe or teſtimony of Ixsus: but in a com- 
parative view: with that which is more perfect, it ought 
rather to be held as a departure from or oppoſition to it; 
for that is always to be underſtood of, and limited unto, 
the preſent truth in controverſy, whateyer it be. To aſ- 
fert the contrary, is as good ſenſe as to ſay, that contra- 
dictions may be reconciled; or that a ſmall part, or any 
number of detached parts, are equal to the whole. 

It is altogether vain, on the one hand, for perſons to 
think that they ean maintain properly, or promote ſuc- 
ceſsfully, the public cauſe merely as individuals, ſevered 
from all connection and fellowſhip with a community. 
This is much the fame as if a ſoldier, out of diſguſt, 
ſhould fly. the camp of his prince, defert his rank, and 
renounce all ſubjection to martial order and diſcipline; 
and imagine himſelf able, by the force of his ſingle arm, 
to encounter and beat back an hoſt. The faith delivered 
to the faints, and the invaluable intereſts which the Gon 
of heaven hath depoſited with men, are not primarilys 
and at ſirſt inſtance, intruſted into the hand of particular 
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ind individual perſons ; nor can be kept by them as ſach, | 
but are lodged with many, affociated and organiſed into 1 = 
one body; which is called The houſe of Gop, and the f 4 
« church of the living Gop, which is the pillar and 1 2 
ground of truth.” None therefore can rightly diſcharge 25 = 
their truſt but by maintaining church-fellowſhip, and aſ. 


ſociating and concurring with other faithful men. But 
} 


it is equally vain, on the other hand, to think to do ſo I . 

by adhering to and countenancing more than one ſuch \ 
ſociety, while there is any public and ſtated oppoſition 228 f 
between them, in regard of their conſtitution and profeſ- i 
fon. A man might as well pretend to own two ſove- 5 4 4 
reigns, and ſerve two maſters, whoſe claims and inte- 7 | 
reſts are jarring and incongruous; which the words of - 
our divine Teacher, as well as common ſenſe, declare to 4 7 


be impoſſihle. 

If the former deny the communion of faines, the latter 
are perverting and corrupting it, ſo as to render it entire- 
ly ineffectual to its end. What ſort of communion muſt 
that be which is not founded in unity and agreement, 
and which is no longer a teſt of purity? To maintain 
fellow y ſhip upon the modern principles of Catholiciſm, 
hereby all different parties and ſectaries, every one with 
lis hymn, his pſalm, his doctrine, muſt be confounded 
and jumbled into one heterogeneous maſs, would be to 
build a Babel of confuſion, inſtead of the Goſpel-Jeruſa- 
lem, which is © as a city compactly built together.” 

4. In like manner are thoſe reproved who may have 
me knowledge and light as to the way of truth, and be 
under ſome convictions of its being their duty to contend 
for it, yet ſtill decline making an open and honeſt ap- 


earance in its behalf. While ſome affect to be in the 
R 2 | dark, * 
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dark, or may really be ſo, others are ſuppreſſing the lighs 
they have; and inſtead of following the ſecret convic- 
tions and challenges of their own conſciences, ſtrive ra. 

ther to check them, or to ſatitfy them in the eaſieſt man- 
ner they can. They know what is their Maſter's will, and 
the ſervice he is requiring of them, but they do it not. 
How many blind people are there who have eyes, and 
deaf who have ears? Like Nicodemus, who, for fear of 
the Jews, paid a viſit to CHRIST in the night, they will 
perhaps profeſs regard to him, and friendſhip for his in- 
tereſt, under covert and diſguiſe; but to appear boldly 
and avowedly with him in open day, at all hazards, this 
they ſhrink back from. Thus we read of many among 
the chief rulers who © believed on him; but becauſe of the 
&« Phariſees, they did not confeſs him, left they ſhould be 
"0 put out of the ſynagogue; for they loved the praiſe of 
men more than the praiſe of Gop.“ John xii. 42, 43. 
Such act a dangerous and diſhonourable part: and whoſo 
3s thus aſhamed “ of him before men, of him he will be 
e before the Father, and his holy angels.“ 
F. Thoſe are alſo reprehenfible who are ſlack and re- 
miſs on the fide of the RRxDEEMER“s intereſt; who, 
though they profeſs to befriend it, yet do not rate it high 
enough, nor proſecute it with ſuch a degree of ardor and 
affection as its ſuperlative value and importance demand; 
-but look rather as if they were ſcrupulouſly afraid of go- 
ing too far, and doing too much, in its behalf. Some 
"help as if they helped it not; and in appearance to hel 
it, they really hurt it: while their eſtimate of it is low 
their hearts cold, their hands ſlack, their knees feeble 
"their Reps flow, irregular or unſteady, they refle&t'diſho 


nour upon it. The cauſe of Gov is never juſtly prizec 
«A ihe: bu 
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but when it obtains the pre-eminence above all other 
things in the world. Nor do any faithfully promote it 
but when they « do it with all their might.” If any con- 
tent themſelves with a flight attachment to it, if they 
eſpouſe it but in part, and propoſe to go but half the way 
with CHRIST, inſtead of adopting it thoroughly, reſol- 
ring to follow the LA Mn whitherſoever he goeth; if they 
be diſpoſed, upon a ſmall conſideration, or any conſide- 
ration whatever, to fell his precious truth, or think it too 
dearly bought even at the expence of the loſs of all things; 
they are not right-hearted men, nor fit for his turn. Such 
as do not, comparatively, hate all other objects, cannot 
be his diſciples. Whatever 1s preferred before him, or 


put in competition with him, deſerves to be accurſed. 


Let ſkill depart from his right hand who is forgetful of 


Zion ! Let his tongue cleave to the roof of his mouth 


who fails to prefer Jeruſalem « above his chief joy! 


6. This ſubject alio reproves, and ſeverely threatens, 
ſuch as make defection from the LorD's fide, and draw 
back from following him. In days of temptation, inſtan- 
ces hereof may be expected to be frequent. Of the ma- 
ny who are called, and who ſometimes eſpouſe a good 
profeſſion, few in the event appear to be choſen and faith- 
ful. There will never be wanting ſome Demas to prove 
treacherous, ſome Hymeneus and Philetus to make ſhip- 
wreck of the faith, ſome Judas to betray it, or ſome 
faint-hearted Ephraimites to turn back in the day of battle. 
Many begin their expedition without counting the coſt ; 
and finding the difficulty, they ſoon abandon the enter- 
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prize in the midſt: they begin to build, but are unable to 
finiſh ; and inſtead thereof, are ſeen ſpeedily to cc deſtroy #* | 


©« what they once built up,” and thus « make themſelves 


hall have no pleaſure in him,” « No man having put 


7 new them again to repentance, . ſeeing they crucify to 


134 ] 


| * tranſgreſſors. Many put on their harneſs boaſting, 
that ſhamefully put it off again, ere ever they can ſay, 
with a tried and noble veteran, «I have fought a good 
« fight, I have finiſhed my courſe, I have kept the faith,” 
Such certainly mult fail of their reward and crown; which 
is allotted only to him «© who endureth unto the end,” 
and to him “ that overcometh:“ and not only ſo, but 
they come in for a large ſhare of Meroz's portion. If 
thoſe are not held guiltleſs who never went forth, much 
leſs ſhall choſe who ſhowed themſelves in the field only 
to turn their backs. In ſome reſpects, the guilt of the 
| backſlider far exceeds, and renders him worthy of a double 
|. wo. The apoſtate, while he flies, burſts the Loxp's 
| bands aſunder, and caſts his cords away; carrying the 
guilt of broken vows and violated oaths away upon his 
head; while at the fame time he is doing all he can to 
intimidate others by his example, and takes up an evil 
| report, and bears falſe reproachful tidings in his mouth 
to tell in Gath and publiſh in the ſtreets of Aſkelon, to 
| cauſe the fons and daughters of the uncircumciſed to 
triumph. Some of the ſharpeſt arrows, and of the hotteſt 
8 thunder-bolts of the Lox n of armies, are levelled directly 
at ſuch. He faith, „If any man draw back, my ſoul 


A « his hand to the plough, and looketh back, is fit for the 
b kingdom of heaven.” For it is impoſſible for theſe 
who were once enlightened, if they fall away, to re- 


e themſelves the ſon of Gon afreſh, and put him to open 
cc ſhame.” „ If we fin wilfully after we have received 
« the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth nothing 


I 5 but a fearful looking for of Judgment. and fiery indigna- 
| « tion 
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« tion to devour the adverſaries.” « For it is better not 
« to have known the way of righteouſneſs, than, after 
« having known it, to turn from the ny commandment 
« delivered unto them.” 

- Laſtly, The ſubject is threatening and terrible unto all 
who are avowed and implacable enemies to his name, his 
people, and intereſt in the earth. If the ſpirit of the 
Lok p ſpeak thus dreadful to neutral Ifraelites and luke- 
warm friends, what ſhall be the doom of thoſe who com- 
mit open hoſtilities, and with all their might fight againſt 
him ? The heavieſt load of the curſe muſt furely fall 
on their devoted heads: The bittereſt gall of the cup 


they muſt drink, and wring out the very dregs thereof. 


If judgment thus © begin at the houſe of Gop,” and 


burn thus hot, „what ſhall be the end of thoſe who obey 


« not the truth? * If theſe things are done in the green 
tree, what ſhall be done in the dry?“ If the Merozite 
be puniſhed ſeven times, certainly the Canaanite ſeventy 
and ſeven times. Is not this laid up in ſtore with me, 
« and ſealed among my treaſures? To me vengeance. 


e belongeth and recompence: their foot ſhall ſlide in due 


« time; for the day of their calamity 1s at hand, and the 
« things that ſhall come upon them make haſte. If 1 
i yhet my glittering ſword, and mine hand take hold on 


judgment; I will render vengeance to mine enemies, 


« and I will reward them that hate me. I will make 


« mine arrows drunk with blood, and that with the 


« blood of the ſlain, and of the captives, from the be- 
« vinning of revenges upon the enemy,” Deut. xxxii. 34, 
35, 41, 42. „He wilFdo unto them as unto the Midia- 
« nites, as to Siſera, as to Jabin at the brook of Kiſon, 
e which periſhed at Endor, which became as dung for 

« the 
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te the WY He will make their nobles like Oreb and 


« like Zeeb; yea, all their princes ag Zebah and Zal- 

« munnah; who ſaid, Let us take to ourſelres the hou- I 
«ſes of Gop in poſſeſſion.” Our Gop ſhall « make cen 
te them as a wheel; as the ſtubble before the wind. As exer 

<« the fire burneth the wood, and as the flame ſetteth the and 
tc mountains on fire; ſo ſhall he perſecute them with his Wl cour 
ce tempeſt, and make them afraid with his ſtorm. They but 1 
« ſhall be confounded and troubled for ever; yea, they v be 
© ſhall be put to ſhame and periſh.” So ſhall all the e. W 2! 
nemies of the LoR po periſh 10 ſhall n all —_ that ably 
riſe up againſt him | will, 
diff 

-1v: Encouragement. i 

Tims ſubject is not without matter of ſpetial- encou- je 
ragement and comfort. If it look with a formidable and * 
menacing aſpect upon ſome, it preſents an amiable face than 
to others ; like the fiery pillar of old, that was both dark Nuri 
and ſhining, and produced at once both ſafety and de- fa 
ſtruction. The roll of the curſe, when it is reverſed and - 
read on the oppoſite fide, is found to be inſcribed with © * 
comfort and bleſſing. Theſe words, which ifſue out of * 
the mouth of the angel of the Lok p, is like a ſharp two- n. 
. edged ſword, that has a different quality, and contrary 8 
effects, according as it is applied to foes or friends. 'To 9 
the one, it is offenſive; to the other, defenſive: the A 0, 
ou 


one it deeply wounds and torments; the other, it is = 
quick and powerful to animate and ſtrengthen : to the It bou 


one it is killing and deadly, the other it heals and. quick- Chaſe 
ens. If thoſe who are againſt the LORD have the great= _ 
drag 


eſt reaſon to fear, ſurely thoſe who are for him have 
- 4 5 equal 


C 137 ] 


equal reaſon fo be-confident and joyful, from ſuch conſi- 


lerations as the following : 
1. The cauſe that is the Lonp's muſt ever be luft- 


lake gently worthy, great, and honourable, to warrant every 
A; WH vertion in its behalf, to counterbalance every hardſhip, 
the end repay every loſs. Whatever the world ſhould ac- 


his WW count of it, it is in itſelf ever truly glorious, and cannot 
hey but reflect honour on thoſe who eſpouſe it. It deſerves 
hey Wl © be maintained at the higheſt expence; being worthy 


of all that any man has to beſtow upon it, and unſpeak- 
tbly more. Let the part a man has to act be what it 
will, let the poſt he has to occupy be ever ſo mean or 
lificult z yet who, in ſuch a cauſe, can grudge, or ac- 
count himſelf a loſer? May he not rather account all 
that he hath done, expended, ſuffered in it, as matter 
of joy and. rich gain? May he not, with Moſes, count 
eren the reproach and the croſs of CHRIS greater riches 
than the treaſures of a kingdom ? If any thing can re- 


1 


wo concile a perſon to the 1 ignominy, buffetings, and ill uſage 
15 of a wicked and ſpiteful world, the conſciouſneſs of ſuch 
4 {W094 and noble cauſe ſurely may do-it. When any re- 
in WW © that it is for His name's ſake that ſuch things come 
oe bon them, how may they then welcome them, and glo- 
„%. Vyin them? In ſuch a cauſe, none needs to be aſhamed. 
w vith Paul, to become a priſoner, and to wear a chain. 
To Should but one letter of the REDEEMER'S name, one 


he WI is of his precious law, be preſerved at the expence of 
a thouſand ſcoffs, forfeits, ſtripes, or tortures, or were 
he bought at the price of ten thouſand lives, yet the pur- 
& Chaſe would not be too dear. 

it 2. All who eſpouſe his intereſt, for their further en- 


e auragement, may aſſure themſelves, of divine ſupport 
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138 } 
and aid in what the Lon p requires of them. He js ne 
hard and ri . maſter, « reaping Where he hath not 
« ſown, and gathering where he hath not trawed. 

None who ate engaged In His fervice tal'be denied ei 
ther proviſion or wiges : They who urb' Helpers with him 


he himfelf will help and mightily ſtrengthen. He is | 
bound to carry them through i in all tlleir work and war- © 
fare alſs. While they ate enaged ifi his quarrel, he pal 
bear all the coſt 3 for © who poeth a Warfare at ably 1 time 1evt 
& 6n his own charges? 7 «Their ſhots fhall be iron andi le i 
« braſs; And as their days ſo {hall their ſtrength be. d! 
There ſhall be ſeafbnable grace iihpirted Liting every” fot 
time of need. He hath fad, « My grace is fuffreient for © 
«thee, and muy ſtrength ſhall be made perfect in thy ud 
* Weakneſs.“ Out of weakneſs therefore they are mad lum. 
ftrong 5 and their poverty ſerves to manifeſt the abundantM vere! 
riches of his liberality; ſo that they who have nothing, in boſt1] 
the event lack nothing. This may well make a beggarf do 
proud, and a coward valiant. When our Lokp ſent liche 
forth his apoſtles without ſword or ſcrip, he aſked then noi 
if they lacked any thing; and they ſaid, Nothing. « 140 che 
* is Gop,” faith David, « that girdeth me with ſtrength lt: 
&« for battle, and maketh my way perfect: he teache wuch 
« mine hands to war, fo that a bow of ſteel is broken by 4 © 
mine arms. He is a buckler to all thoſe who truſt in much 
« him.“ Let the houſe of Iſrael and of Aaron truſt in 4 
« the Lon p, for he is their help and their ſhield.” iſh, 
3. Again, the Lokp can never be indifferent about 0 Vi 
the intereſt which they have eſpouſed. The glory of h e 
name is ever dear to him; and for his work and people lat v 
he is ever cateful, ever jealous. However few be atten" 
tive to the public weal of Iſrael, he will inceffantly bi 


watch 


— 139 J 
15 watchful for it. His land is * a land. the Lonn Gop 
\ i * carcth for; his eyes are upon it from the beginning of 
NY 6 the year even to the end of the year.” 2 cc My vineyard, 
de which is mine, is before me.” 1 the Lon do keep 
im (it; I will water it eyery moment; leſt any hurt it, I 
le L will keep it night and day.” *« He that keepeth Iragl 
Ry [ ſhall not ſlumber ; behold, he that keepeth Iſrael ſhall 


on reicher lumber nor fleep.” However many ſhould be 
xeutral, or lumbering in inactivity, he never can be ſo: 
He is C very jealous for Jeruſalem with a great jealouſy;” 
be ud he will «come, down and fight for Mount Zion, and 
« for the hill thereof.“ * He warmly. eſpouſes, and will 
6 thoroughly plead her cauſe.” He marks the going out 
nd coming in of the enemy, and all their rage againſt 
lim. For her fake he reſents highly, and will puniſh ſe- 
adantMſ 1erely, every inſtance of unkindneſs, and every act of 
g in boſtilityx committed againſt her. 
to do. her wrong with impunity; yea, he will reproye the 
wm king for her ſake, ſaying, « Touch not mine a- 


- > ” ” 


« in the world, touch him in a very delicate and feeling 
gart: they touch the dearly beloved of his ſoul; they 


engt 
cheth i vuch his royal diadem, his crown, rights, and honours; 
en by ad of theſe princes are exceedingly jealous; vea, * 
iſt in auch the tender apple af his eye. 


4 The cauſe which Gop owns can never poſſibly pe- 
ih. It indeed may be, and ſometimes hath: been, redu- 
boul® very low, ſo as, to human appearance, to be almoſt 
f hi ing; but of this his friends may ſtill be confident, 
that whoever ſhould ! be againſt it, there is no. danger of 
liter deſtruction. Sooner ſhall the foundations of the 


nh, and the pillars of heaven, be overturned. Sooner 
8 2 ſhalL 


He will ſuffer no man 
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tains, or extinguiſh the luminaries of the ſky, which con- 


tinue to witneſs faithfully throughout all ages. He will 
certainly preſerve it alive until deliverance ariſe as the 
light of the morning. Jehovah himſelf: will be « a wall 
«& of fire round about” the camp of Ifrael, & and the glo- 
“ ry in the midſt thereof. Though the buth ſhould burn 

and be covered with the flames of affliction and perſecu- 

tion, yet it ſhall not be conſumed, becauſe Gon dwelleth 
in the buſh: So that wondering ſpectators may turn a- 
ſide, and till ſee « the great fight, why the bufh is not 
« burnt.” Thoſe who ſeek to bring tuin upon his inte- 
reſt, may deſiſt from their audacious enterprife, and their 
vain, deſperate attempts; for they ſhall all prove abor- 
tive. In fighting againſt that, they have the Almighty 
to contend againſt : while they are plotting and raging, 
he is laughing at them, and holding them in' derifion. 
«-Zion's haters ſhall be turned back with confuſion ; they 
et ſhall be as the graſs that groweth upon tlie houſe tops, 
ec that fadeth before it be grown” to maturity. Her iny 
Habitants may challenge all their  affailants ; ' ſaying, 
Take counſel tdgether, and it ſhall come to nought; 
cc ſpeak ls word, and it ſhall not ſtand; for Gor is 
cc with us, II. Viii. 10. Secure in the protection of their 
Gop, oy may ling this ſong,. « We have a ſtrong city; 
40 ſalvation will Gop appoint in Zion for walls and bul- 
"5 warks,” If. xvi. 1. As the Philiſtines were ſttuck 
with dreadful panic when the ark Was brought into the 
camp of Iſrael with ſhouts; ſo, while the divine preſence 
and favour is really among the tribes, they may take heart, 
while their enemies have juſt reaſon to bemoan their caſe, 


laying, « Wq unto us, for 1 is the Gop that _ 
f « Iſrae 
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wr] 
« Ifrael out of Egypt, and ſmote the Egyptians with all 


« their plagues.” « The Lord his God is with him: 
« he hath the ſtrength of an unicorn. Surely there is no 
« enchantment againſt Jacob; neither is there any divi- 
« nation againſt Iſrael.” Such may well apply the rea- 
ſoning of Gamaliel before the Jewiſh council, and ought 


to follow his prudent and falutary advice with reſpect to 


the apoſtles ; c Refrain from theſe men, and let them 
« alone; for if this counſel, or this work, be of men, it 
« will come to nought : but if it be of Gon, ye cannot 
« oyerthrow it, leſt haply ye be found even to fight againſt 
« Gor.” Acts v. 38, 39. 

5. The Log, who is on the fide of his. intereſt, will 


never lack means or inſtruments for maintaining and pro- 


moting it. When he hath need of the help of man, it 


ſhall not be wanting : ſo that his work ſhall never miſ- 


give, nor be at a ſtand for want of hands. If ſome re- 
fuſe, others will comply; ; and when ſome die or faint, 


others will be raiſed up in their room. Though the n— 8 


habitants of Meroz came not ſorth to the battle, and tho? 
ſeveral of the tribes withheld their aid, yet had he a ſmall 
army who voluntarily took the field, by: whoſe hand the 
Loxp wrought ſalvation for Iſrael. He will have a com- 


petent number on his ſide in every day of trial and con- 
teſt: a ſucceſſion of at leaſt a few faithful witneſſes ſhall 


ever be continued; as he had two (a ſufficient number 
to confirm a teſtimony) through the long - period of one 
thouſand two hundred and threeſcore years in' which an- 
tichriſt reigneg. Likewiſe, during the corrupt and dan- 
gerous reign. of Ahab, the Lok aſſured his prophet, 
that he had reſerved for himſelf ſeven thouſand in Iſrael, 
. bad not bowed the knee to Baal, nor kiſſed him: 

And 


L 142, H 


And what was ſaid of the days of Elias, of Eſaias, and of 
Paul, may ſtill be ſaid of the preſent, and every. other 
time; There is a remnant according to the election of 
66 grace, of The ſpirit of Boy ſtill remains in the church 
to excite, to qualify, and furniſh perſons for every part 
of ſervice, therein, whether private or public, ordinary ox 
extraordinary. He forms © poliſhed ſhafts, and hides 
« them in, his quiver,” to lanch them forth with impe⸗ 
tuous force as he ſees occahon. He makes the mouths 
of his ſervants like a ſharp ſword ; ; and, lays of them as he 
did of Iſrael, Thou art my. ſervant, in whom I will be 
ec glorified.” Has he a tabernacle with its curious furnjs 
furs to rear up? he will fill a Bezaleel and Aholiab with 
the ſpirit of wiſdom and {kill to execute the plan, exactly 
eccording to, his mind. Has he a ruined temple to re- 
build? he will have a Zerobabel and a Jehoſua to conduct 
the enterpriſe. Inſtead of a Moſes a Joſhua ſucceeds; and 
the ſpirit of departed Elijah ſhall reſt upon Eliſha. He 
will provide himſelf, though be ſhould take a Gideon 
from the barn- floor, a David from the folds, an Amos 
from among the herdmen of Tekoah, or a ſet of Apaſtles 
from their nets. He can eyen turn the hearts of thoſe 
who are moſt inimical to his intereſt to fayour it, and 
ferve hi plelf of his very enemies. A Saul has been found 
among the prophets; and out of the ſchool of Gamalie] 
a Paul was taken, while yet breathing out his crueities, 
that he might preach that goſpel which once he deſtroyed, 
A Balaam,, upon occaſion, ſhall be made to. pronounce 
an involuntary bleſſing upon that very people he intended 
to devote to deſtruction; and the proudeſt Haman ſhall 
be conſtrained, however reluctantly, to become a  Iacquey 
to that * whoſe life he ſought, and adorn the 
1 8 | triumph 
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triumph of Ne! man and the cauſe whom the great King 
delights to Honour.” 10 foofe the bands of his EaplFes, 
to beben all his pille, ce Houph te 46th not know 
« him.” How infinite is he in counſel, and how rich, 
how inexhauſtible in expedients ! Can he ever be at 2 
loſs, who can move heaven, earth, and hell at a nod, 
and make all their hoſts fobſervient to his purpoſes ? 
who can make even dumb animals to ſpeak, cauſe winds 
and ſeas, hail and thunders, fight his battles ; or angels 
or inſects to avenge his quarrel ! ? who, if needſul, could 
make every tree or pile of graſs to become vocal, and the 
very ſtocks and Tones to cry out? «He is able even of 


s the ſtones to raiſe up children to Abraham.“ 


6. The means he chooſes, and tlie inſtruments he em- 
ploys in his fervice, however apparently unfit and inade- 
quate, ſhall 'not prove unſucceſsful. Should the helpers 
of the LoxD be ever ſo few, and their ſtrength ever ſo 


ſmall, yet have they abundant reaſon to expect that their 


ſtrugglings and contendings ſhall not be in vain. How- 
ever mighty the oppoſition be, they have infinitely more 


with them than on the fide of their adverſaries. Orani- 
potence is more than a match for the combined force of 
hell and earth; and his ſtrength is moſt conſpicuouſſy 


diſplayed in human weakneſs and in feeble means: Hence 
Gop hath been pleaſed to chooſe © the weak things of the 
world to confound the things that ara mighty; the fool- 
iſh things of the world to confound the wiſe ; and the 
baſe things, and things that are not, to bring to nought 
« the things that are.” « Not by might nor by power, but, 
« by my ſpirit, faith the Lon : I will fave them, not by 


« Iword nor by bow, by chariots or by horſemen.” When 


2 Goliak . 
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"Goliah comes, forth,. glittering in harneſs of mail, and 
brandiſhing with proud, defiance the maſly ſpear and 
ſword, even a {tripling- may ventupe forth againſt him 
with a ſtaff and ſling, in the name of the Lok p of Hoſts, 
whoſe armies he hath defied, and not be chargeable with 
"preſumption. When the foes preſent themſelves in for- 
midable array, truſting « in their. chariots becauſe they 
« are many, and in their horſes becauſe they are ſtrong,” 
with them only is an arm of fleſh; and a ſmall handful 
need not be afraid to diſplay their banners againſt them 
in the name ol the LoxD. « One ſhall chaſe a thouſand, 
«and a hundred put ten thouſand to flight,” when the 
LoRD is on their head. How doth he encourage Jacob, 
though weak and inſignificant as a worm? Thou ſhalt 
cc threſh the mountains, and beat them ſmall as duft.” 
Great events have been produced by outwardly deſpicable 
means; and the moſt notable deliverances, accompliſhed 
by improbable and unſeemly inſtruments : * for the fool- 
cc iſhneſs of Gop is wiſer: than men, and the weakneſs of 
« Gop is ſtronger than men.” At the ſounding of rams 
horns did the walls of Jericho fall down. By three hun- 
dred men, ſelected out of thouſands, with trumpets and 
earthen pitchers in their hands, under the conduct of Gi- 
deon, the leaf} in his father's houſe, were the innume- 
rable hoſt of Midianites put to flight; becauſe the ſword 
of the Lox p was joined with the ſword of Gideon.— 
« Heaps upon heaps, with the jaw-bone of an aſs” did 
the ſingle arm of Sampſon ſlaughter a thouſand men. And 
with regard to the famous victory here celebrated in De- 
borah's ſonge the chief honour of the day fell not to Ba- 
rak the warlike captain, or his multitude of ſpearmen, 


but our, female heroine wins away the fairer wreath of 
4 | + - © honour; 


, 
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and honour; and the great, the invincible Siſera, was in the 
and end ſold into the hands of a woman. At her feet he 
him « bowed, he fell, he lay down; at her feet he bowed, 
ſts, « he fell : where he bowed, there he fell down dead.” - 

ith In fine, thoſe who are on the LorD's fide are aſſured 
for- of complete victory in the end. His cauſe ſhall triumph, 
hey when all oppoſite intereſts ſhall fink and finally periſh. 
g,” Not only ſhall it maintain its ground, and be attended 
ul with fome degree of ſucceſs; but it muſt go on proſpering 
lem until it entirely prevail, in ſpite of the oppoſition, of noble. 
nd, or ignoble, Greeks or barbarians, gracęleſs or gracious, 
the devils or men. * That-ſtone which the builders rejected 


ob, « js made the head-ftone of the corner: this is the mar- 
alt « yellous doing of the Lord.” The ſtone which was cut 
ſt,” out of the mountains without hands, the emblem of 
ble Cnnisr's kingdom in Daniel's viſion, brake in pieces 


ied the image of gold, filver, braſs, iron, and clay; while 
ol- Wl it increaſed, and filled the whole earth. The mountain 
of or the Lok p's houſe muſt be exalted above all the hills. 
ms An uncertain hope, a bare probability of victory, will of- 
ten ſtimulate the warrior to encounter the greateſt fatigues 
and dangers; how much more may the full certainty of a 
triumph animate thoſe who have choſen the good part to 
arrange themſelves under the Lok 's banner. Such may 
take courage, for the day is their own; and they ſhall 
each of them << ſtand in their lot in the end of the days” 


3 among the company that ſhall ſhout and divide the ſpoil, 
i It is a noble encouragement not only to be contending for 
i 2 good cauſe, but alſo to be on the winning fide, having 


no reaſon to fear their being brought to ſhame and diſho- 
2our in the end. Victory mult infallibly declare for the 
Lamb and his retinue : they ſball overcome © by the 
1 | c blood 
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te blood of the Lamb and by the word of their tin 
Though Antichriſt's bloody forces appeared for a time to 
Proſper, ſo that none could ſtand before them; yet at 
« length the beaſt is taken, and the falſe prophet, and 
« caſt into the lake of fire.” + 'Thefe ſhall make war 
« with the Lamb, but the Lamb ſhalt overcome them; 
e for he is Lord of lords and King of kings :” Myſtical WM in 
«« Babylon, that great, that mighty city, that lived ſo long abc 
« deliciouſly, muſt fall never more to ariſe. In one hour the 
« ſhallher judgment and her plagues come upon her: in one to 
ec hour ſhe ſhall be made deſolate; for ſtrong is the LoRxp tha 
« or HosTs that judgeth her.” It ſhall be ſaid at laſt, ſtre 
« Rejoice over her, thou heaven, and ye holy apoſtles and Wl « t 

« prophets, for Gop hath avenged you on her,” Rev. W wi 
xviii. then ſhall be heard ( a great voice of much people Eg) 
« in heaven, ſaying, Alleluiah ; ſalvation, and glory, and WI 
it honour, and power unto the Lox D qur Gop,” Rev. xix. Wl plac 
1. He will call together the beaſts of the earth and fowls Wl jet 
of heaven © to feaſt them with the fleſh of kings and 6 it v 
« tains, and with the fleſh of horſes and their riders, in «fl 
the day of his great ſacrifice, when he maketh a x: « y 
of his enemies. *p 
Whatever ſucceſs or advantage any nd oppoſite to WI (era 
the Lokp's may ſeem to have for a time; whatever WI no 
haughty boaſts and confident triumphs its abettors may MI ric} 
be ſuffered to expreſs ; 3 yet, as was faid of Amalek, “ the Bl ried 
« latter end is that it periſh for ever Their pro- and 
ſperity and inſolent pride is only a prelude to their cer- {i pag 
tain and ſudden downfall. * they are raiſed to the 611 
| height « C. 


7 Oran poleft ad tempus veritas, vinci non Pot gl. Florere 
pateft ad * * W non poteſt. 
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ny.» height of expeQation, thoſe who help, and thoſe who are 
e to holpen, ſhall be overthrown together. They are never 
t at lifted up but to their deſtruction; they never proſper but 
and in order to render their diſcomfiture more ſignal. They 
war are raiſed up, and hardened, and emboldened, as Pha- 
em; rach was, that Gop «' may ſhow in them his power. 
tical In that wherein they deal proudly, he will ſhow himſelf 
long WM above them. When he makes as if he were flying before 
hour WM them, as Iſrael did before the men of Ai, it is only a feint 
one to decoy them out, and fairly gather them to the field, 
RD that he may break forth upon them with a more dreadful 
laſt, ſtroke. When Pharaoh ſaid, © I will purſue, I will over- 


« take, I will divide the ſpoil ;”—then he blew with his 
wind; they ſank as lead in the mighty waters; ſo that the 
Egyptians, lately ſo formidable, were to be ſeen no more. 
When the Philiſtines carried away the captive ark, and 
placed it as a trophy in the temple of Dagon their god; 


zap- it was not long until < the Lord awaked as one out of 
in Wl * fleep; and like a mighty man that ſhouteth by reaſon of 
nce Wl © wine; and he ſmote his enemies in the hinder parts, and 

put them to a perpetual ſhame, Pſal. Ixviii. 65, 66.“ Si- 
e to ſera and all his numerous allies, and friends were making 


no doubt of his returning loaded with honours, and en- 
ithed with the prey. How were his women, who tar- 
ned at home, pleaſing their imaginations, and flattering 
and feeding their vanity with the proſpect of the dazzling 
pageantry and ſplendour of the approaching triumph! 
The mother of Siſera looked out at a window, and 
« cried through the latteſs, Why is his chariot fo long in 
coming? why tarry the wheels of his chariots? Her 
« wiſe ladies ariſwered her, yea ſhe returned anſwer to 
" « herſelf, 


. 


yet even then it made the idol to fall before it: and 
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« herſelf, Have they not ſped ? have they not divided the 
e prey, to every man # damſel or two? to Siſera a prey 
« of divers colours, a. prey of divers colours of needle. 
e work, of divers colours of needle-work on both ſides 
„ meet for the necks of them that take the ſpoil ?” But 
all in vain. Long fhall they look, and long ſhall they 
wait, before they ſee the wiſhed-for equipage- Longer 
and longer yet ſhall tarry the wheels of his chariots! The 
:ſwift have loſt the race, and the battle hath turned 
* againft the ſtrong. Both the chariots and the horſemen 
are caſt into a deep, perpetual ſleep! What elſe can 
be expected when the King of glory is the. adverſe 
party, even he who is mighty in battle.“ 4 Is 
« there any number of his armies?” It cofts him but 
little to ſcatter combined hoſts, and daſh them into per- 
dition. He needs but draw forth the ſpear; whet his 
glittering ſword ;—fpeak but a word, or beſtow upon 
them an angry look; and lo, they are troubled; they fly, 
they periſh! He can caſt forth his lightnings, and dart 
his thunders to diſcomfit them. If he cauſes his wind to 
blow, 'or make his floods to ſwell, they: are fwept away 
from the face of the earth. Rather than they fhould go 
away victors, or eſcape with impunity, he will 'marſhal 
in battle- array the ſun, moon, and ſtars, and all the ele- 
ments, againſt them: © They fought from heaven ; the 
« ſtars in their courſes fought againſt Siſera: the river 
£« Kiſhon ſwept them away; that ancient river, the river 
4 Kiſhon,” ver. 20, 21. „ 80 let all thine enemies pe- 
© Tiſh; O Lok p: but let them that love him be as the 
t ſun when he goeth forth in his might,“ ver. 3 
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WE ſhall, Pn a concluſion of this diſcourſe, point out, 
in a few inſtances, the duty of ſuch as are profeſſing au 
adherence to the cauſe of GoDp, and appearing on the fide 
of his intereſts in ſuch a time of- grievous TY and 


general indifference. | 
We may bleſs the Loxp that he hath yet left among 


us a ſmall remnant who favour the duſt of Zion; Who 


are declaring for the preſervation of our ancient religion, 
and engaged in an expreſs teſtimony and aſſociation for all 
the parts of reformation formerly attained to in this land. 
Though the land hath been made to ſhake under the heavy 
ſtrokes of divine diſpleaſure 3 though ſad breaches have 
been made therein, and deplorable defections and diſor- 


ders have prevailed, and are ftill prevailing ; though he 


hath meaſured out “ hard things to his people, and cauſed 
them drink wine of aſtoniſhment; yet he hath given a 
« hanner to them that fear him, that it might be diſplay- 
« ed becaufe of the truth.” However ſmall and deſpiſed 
they beg/however unworthy of being engaged in ſuck 
work, and however unequal to the taſk, yet he hath ſtir- 


' red up the hearts of not a few to offer themſelves willing; 
ly unto the Lox p, and to lift up a ſtandard againſt the 


R 
* — hn | . 
=. 7 7 l 


— 
t _ 
2 if > 


"223 8 
* 2 * N 
— 44 


< 
=> -D 
[2 
a PA 
„ „„ i the 
: - 


8 8 . —_ 
JE WS OT 


= DA 
* — 3 5 


— © > + 2 — 9 
# 2.4% 5 
» T N 
4 e , * 
* - . . 
= . - 


invading enemy when coming in like a flood. There has 


been a ſtirring among the tribes, and ſome riſings and re- 


ſentments of heart againſt the ſpoilers and oppreſſors of 


the heritage of the Loxp. While the torrent of defec- 


tion has been ſpreading far and. wide, ſo as to cover the 
breadth and length of Immanuel's land ; while it has been 
riſing higher and higher, ſo as to reach unto the very 


neck, 
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neck; there has been ſome oppoſition managed hitherto 


'. againſt it, however faint. or -unſucceſsful. The banner 


has remained ſtill diſplayed; and there has been a gra- 
dual and ſucceſſive gathering of miniſters and people unto 
the LorD's ſtandard. The Aſſociate Synod, and thoſe 
connected with it, have been, peculiarly. diſtinguiſhed and 
honoured in this reſpect. : This is the important and ar. 
duous ſervice to which they are called, and in which they 
are engaged. Whatever hHardſhips and reproaches they 
have endured; however they have been diſeountenanced 
and borne down from the beginning, by ſecular power, in 
concurrence with eccleſiaſtical deſpotiſm; however deſert- 
ed by the great, and even abandoned. by the body of the 
people, in their ſtruggles for pure religion and liberty, 
and their reſiſtance to ſinful laws, and ſtill more cor- 
rupt and oppreſſive meaſures of eccleſiaſtical adminiſtra- 
tion; however they have been expoſed: to the pride and 
reſentment of a corrupt majority, and to the effects of for- 
midable church- cenſures; though many times, and in va- 
rious ways, have they been aſſſicted ( from their youth 
«© up, yet have they not prevailed againſt the:n.“ The 


teſtimony they have eſpouſed ſurvives theſe dangers; and 


che bow yet abides in ſtrength, though the archers have 
thot ſore at them. Whatever artful and-reſtleſs attempts 
have been made to miſrepreſent and blacken their princi- 


ples, to prejudice people againſt their profeffion, and to 


diſſuade and deter them from their communion, or to di- 
vide them from it; though they are daily accuſtomad to 
hear ſlanders of many; though they are often attacked by 
open enemies without; and though, even from among 


themſelves, men haue ariſen, ſpeaking peryerſe, injurious, | 
and 8 things; yet if we conſider the eauſe in 


which 
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which they have embarked, there is no great reaſon either 
of being ſurpriſed or aſhamed at all this. I hope they 
may ſtill humbly claim the honour of having the cauſe 
of GoD, as pretently ſtated, among their hands; and 1 
ſcruple not to ſay, after long and repeated examination, 
that there is no other ſociety at preſent in the land, who, 
by their principles and profeſſion, are laying the axe to the 
root of our public evils, and laying a foundation ſuffi- 
ciently firm, permanent, and broad, for advancing a ge- 
neral reformation. It becomes them then to conſider the 
true nature and import of their profeſſion, and the * 
manner of maintaining the ſame. 

In the fir/t place, it is the duty of all who have RP 
ed this teſtimony, whether miniſters or private Chri- 
ſtians, to be fully perſuaded in their own-minds, that 


what they appear for is indeed the cauſe of Gop; or in 
other words, that it is warranted in His word, and con- 


ducive to His glory and intereſts in the world. And this 


perſuaſion is not only neceſſary with regard to the com- 
mon and general articles which they hold in common 


with others, but alſo as to thoſe particulars wherein they 


are diſtinguiſhed from them; and on account of which 
they maintain a ſeparate communion. Without this, T' 


am afraid, their ſeparation from the national churches; 


or other denominations of Chriſtians, cannot be effectual- 


ly juſtified ; nor can they be prepared to meet that oppo- 
ſition or-ill uſage to which they may be expoſed on that 


account, or acquit themſelves in the ſight of Gop in any 


thing relative to that profeſſion, in a proper and ſeriptu- 


ral manner. Whatever men do in ſuch caſes ſhould be 
done unto the LoxD;z and « whatſoever is not of faith is 


. lin,” 
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Some, we know, are ready enough to accuſe us of un- 
accountable pride and preſumption, for applying the ho- 
nourable epithets of the cauſe of GoD, and the teſtimony 
of JesUs, to the matter of our peculiar profeſſion and 
contendings; and conſequently with uncharitableneſs and 
bigotry, for condemning others, as departing from or op- 
poſing his cauſe and teſtimony, for following a contrary 
part. It is not our buſineſs here to prove, that they are 
ſo. Suffice it to obſerve, that if we did not both believe 
and ſpeak in the foreſaid manner, it behoved us neceſ- 
ſarily to be the moſt ſelfiſh, inexcuſable, and contradic- 
tory of all men. Were any to break the bands of the 
church's unity and peace, to rend in twain the body of 
CHnrIsrT, and to ſet up altar againſt altar in the midſt of 
the land, upon any lower ground, or upon any other pre- 
text whatever, they would deſerve indeed juſtly to be 
termed « the troublers of Iſrael,“ « and men that turn 
« the world upfide down.” But are they ſingular in 
making ſuch a claim, or arrogant in avowing ſuch pre- 
tenſions? Are not all other parties, not excepting even 
thoſe who are moſt forward to cenſure them, doing the 
ſame ? or elfe, which is {till more abſurd, acting in ſuch 
à manner, as nothing but ſuch a perſuaſion, and ſuch pre- 
tenſions, and theſe too well founded, can ever juſtify ? Are 
not others as active as they in promoting their reſpective 
ſeparate intereſts ? Are there not many beſides them who 
fcruple not to gather their ſeparate congregations, and 
Hold their ſeparate judicatories too, upon their own plan ? 

What warrant, may we not aſk, have they for doing fo ? 

What is the weighty and onerous cauſe for carrying mat- 

ters ſuch a length? If the cauſe of Gop, and the teſti- 

mony of Ixs vs, be no way concerned in theſe their diſſer- 
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ences and ſeparations, why all this ado ? Why not rather 
immediately deſiſt from embroiling more and more an 
- unhappy land, and fomenting unneceſſary contentions and 
diviſions ?t If their peculiar ſchemes, and ſeparate work, 
be not of GoD, it muſt certainly be of men. Iß herein 
they help not the Lorp, they help his adverfaries: if 
they promote not the intereſts. of the ſpiritual common- 
wealth, they muſt prove highly prejudicial to it. If they 
dare not pretend that their cauſe is of Gopy it remains 
only that they fairly confeſs it to be of men; or, which is 
the fame thing, that it has no higher origin than their 
own humours or pleaſure, no higher ends than their 
own honours or intereſts. And here is preſumption with 
a witneſs! for men to diſturb public order, and violate 
the communion of the church, reject CHRISTT's autho- 
rity in his miniſters. and ordinances, and ruſh upon a 


ſchiſm, for no better reaſon than becauſe they dare do it, 


or becauſe they will: To proſtitute religion, and abuſe 
ſacred things in ſuch a wanton and unworthy manner, 
while. they declare before all, that they ſeek merely « their 
« own things, and not the things of CHRIST Jesus.” 
If they exclaim, Gop forbid that we ſhould follow 
ſuch courſes, unleſs we judged ourſelves obliged by the 
authority of CHRIST, and ſaw them neceſſary for main- 
taining our faith, a good conſcience, and Chriſtian l- 
berty !—be it ſo- but who are the arrogant, conceited, 
and high- flying bigots now? Why do they condemn in 
others what they themſelves allow? Condemn them for 
what they have in common with every ſincere and con- 
conſcientious profeſſor, and every conſiſtent and rational 


ſociety of Chriſtians, whether right or erring ? for what 


perſons of every communion, at leaſt indirectly, plead 
for, and muſt ultimately have recourſe to in theis vindica- 
4 U don, 
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tion, though ſome of them have nat the honeſty direcy 
to avow it? Even the Sceptic and Latitudinarian in 
religion, conſiders himſelf as a champion, in his own 
way, for Gop and truth.—If they will allow no other 
ſet of principles or points of difference to deſerve this 
honour, they will at leaſt ſtamp it upon their peculiar no- 
tions, accounting free- thinking and latitudinarianiſm as 
à ſcheme nothing leſs than divine. As for us, we muſt 
gilt declare, that, however liable to miſtake as others, 
and however chargeable with defects and mifmanage- 
ments, we ſhall never be guilty of ſo great abfurdity 
and iniquity, as to patroniſe or promote any ſeparate 
cauſe, in oppoſition to fellow-proteſtants, which we are 
not maturely. convinced in our conſciences to be the 
LonD's; otherwiſe whatever is done or ſuffered for that, 
could not be accounted as done for His name's Take; nor 
could we conſiſtently ſeek. or expect his bleſſing and 
countenance in ſuch a courfe. If any think otherwiſe, 
and are engaged on the ſide of this cauſe from different 
and lower views, their profeſſion is but mere form, and 
little better than mockery; and they had almoſt as well 
withdraw their hand. from helping it-at all: and if it ſeem 
evil to them thus to ferve the Lorp, they may chooſe 
them this day whom they will ferve, and in what ſhape. 
+ Secondly, It is neceſlary, in the preſent times, to be put 
in mind, that every part of the cauſe of Gop and truth is 
vot only to be acknowledged, but cantended for. It muſt 
de eonſed and maintained fully and without exceptions. 
Avery article of divine truth, every law and ordinance 


of the RzDEEMER, delivered to the church, belong to 


that cauſc, and ſerve to make it entire and complete; 
, Yerefore ſo far 28 e 
Tx | 1 n 
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cerned to be ſo, it ought to enter into the confeſſion and 
teſtimony of the church and ker faithful members. It is 
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kighly abſurd and inconſiſtent to acknowledge any thing 

to be of Gop, and yet to ſay that it is not * worthy of 

4 all acceptation;“ or to plead a liberty of excluding it 
no- from the things to be held faſt and contended for. 
| 2s Many take the freedom to diſtinguiſh and divide in this 
auſt matter, where neither reaſon nor ſeripture have given them 
ers, any warrant. Religious controverſies, they ſay, ſhould be 
ge- circumſcribed within very narrow bounds; and the teſti- | 
lity mony and contendings of CHRIS T's witneſſes ſhould be J 
ate rerſant only about a few plain, leading, and general ar- J 
are Wl ticles, and limited to thoſe they term effential and funda. M9 
the WY mental; beſides which, nothing ſhould be allowed to af- 
dat, ſect their communion with other Chriſtians. And, cor- 
or I reſponding to this, their ſyſtem of traths and duties is of © 
nd WM courſe their notion of errors and corruptions. But what 
fe, WI theſe are; or what are their number; what are the pre- 


4 
2 2 


ciſe limits between their fundamentals and their eircum- of 


nd ſtantials or the certain criterion to diſtinguiſh between 1 
cll Wl the great and the fmall things of CHRIS r, they have n-— 
m rer to this day been able, nor ſhall to the world's end be 
fe able to tell. Hence every one is left to apply theſe vague 

18 diſtincxions according to his own fancy and pleaſures ab 

ut they beſt ſuit the particular opinions and intereſts they 

is mean to ſerve. Hence different parts of that one ſyſtem, 

ſt which is throughout ſtamped wich the authority and ſu- 

8. perſcription of "the Church's Lon p, have been unnatu- 

e rally fevered from one another, and even ſet up in rival- 

0 ſhip and at variance among themſelves. The neceſſity 


and importance of ſome things have been taught, in order 
ts. diſſolve the obligation of others, Some have been 


1＋ 86 7 
magnified, in order that others might be leſſened and de. 


t. 

preciated, inſtead of allowing them all their proper place ar 
and uſe. How often has the unity of the divine nature m 

been taught and recommended, with a view to exclude re 

the doctrine of a Trinity as the needleſs and obſcure jar- ar 
gon of the ſchools? How often has the REDeEMER's te 


prophetic character been extolled, in order to diſparage ly 
his ſacrifice, and aboliſh his true -prieſthood? Others hi 
have admitted and magnified both, that they might more th 
ſpeciouſly detract from ſome part of the honour pertaining gr 
to him as a king. Have not faith, regeneration, imputed of 
righteouſneſs, internal worſhip,. and good works, becn te 
Tepreſented not only as the main, but the only things ot 
needful for a Chriſtian, with deſign to lefſen his care and th 
attention about the external means of ſalvation, and T 


bring into contempt all controverſies about the appointed ſic 
government and worſhip of the Church, as queſtions fic 
about uneſſential forms and Ione modes? A0 ſo of {n 
other things. th 


But we have not 0 learned 3 If. it bu Fl, ar 


- Xous and injurious to his authority to preſume to add 8e 
unto the rule that he hath preſcribed, it is no leſs ſo to by 
take from it. Though all the doctrines and injunctions of WI * 

| the REDEEMER may not be in themſelves, or in regard te 

of the matter of them, of equal importance and neceſſity; co 
yet having his ſanction and authority, they. are in this re- us 
ſpect all on a level, and equally intitled to mens obſer- m 
vation and regard. Though ſome falſe opinions or cor- 1 
ruptions in religion may be more pernicious in degree ſu 
than others,. — yet being of the ſame nature and kind, they tl 


| deſerve to meet with ſimilar treatment. If they belong 
to "= Glaſs of errors, or partake of the nature of evils, 
this 


4b. 


E i 


this is ſufficient reaſon, for their being rejected, reſiſted, 
and rooted out. The formal ground on which the for- 
mer are to be received and contended for, is their being 
revealed or enjoined by the divine Legiſlator of the churchz 
and the formal reaſon for which the latter muſt be 
teſtified againſt, and purged out, is their contrariety to 
his will and authority. — And as that authority is the 
higheſt, and as it is the ſame in all, being, according th 
the ſuppoſition, interpoſed in the leſſer as well as in the 
greater, —it can never be warrantable nor ſafe, but an 
olfence of the higheſt and moſt dangerous nature, to pre- 
tend to ſet it aſide, or violate it, in the one as well as in the 
other. The caſe here is the ſame with that relating to 
the ſeveral precepts or prohibitions of the moral law: 
Though there are different degrees of guilt, —tranſpreſ- 
ſions comparatively greater and leſſer; yet no tranſgreſ- 
ſion of the divine law is abſQutely, or in itſelf conſidered, 
mall. As they all agree in ſtriking againſt the fame au- 
thority, and the honour of the Lawgiver, therefore, they 
are the greateſt evil, and deſerve the greateſt puniſhment: 
So that he who offendeth in one point is guilty of all” 
by conſtruction; for © he that ſaid, Do not commit adul- 
* tety, ſaid alſo, Do not ſteal.” If we are taught to con · 
temn one of CHRIS T's truths or inſtitutions under the 
conſideration of its belonging to him, what fhould keep 
us from doing ſo with others? If any of his laws 
may be diſpenſed with by any authority but his own, 
why not all? How different from this is the looſe ca- 
ſuiſtry of many teachers and profeſſors? According to 
that, no truth is to be held and contended for allenarly 
as truth, but only as a great and a ſaving truth? nor error, 


condemned as error, but becauſe it is a great one, and a 


damnable one too: corruptions muſt not be reſtrained 


as 
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| as Contrary to the word of Gon, and the edification uf 
& CHrisT's body in its progreſs to perfection, but merely 
zs inconſiſtent with a gracious ſtrate, and the poſſibility 
ef being ſaved; — no matter what become of the glory of 
GoD, the honour and authority of the laws of CHrisT, 

the public good -and purity of the church—theſe are 
{mall matters: — but man's chief and higheſt end is to 

fave his foul; and the ultimate ſcope of his religion is 
himſelf. Abominable pernicious doctrine, contrary to the 
very firſt queſtion in our Catechiſm, and one of the firſt 
principles of all religion. And what ſcheme can be 
more narrow and ſelfiſh than this, with all its N 
tions to uncommon charity and liberality? ' he 
Do they tell us, that it is ſufficient if a man hold 40 an 
23 ? an inſpired apoſtle tells us it is not; but that « the 60 
ct whole body, by joints and bands, having nouriſhment in 

« miniſtered, and knit together, muſt increafe with the for 

« increaſe'of Cop. Do they tell Chriſtians, that it is i, 
enough to be taught and eſtabliſhed in the firſt principles WI 4. 
af the oracles of Gop? the ſame authority will teach 
chem dtherwiſe, enjoining them to go on unto perſection, 
not laying again the foundation. Do they ſay, that it is 
enough if a man abide by the foundation, and be ſaved 
at laſt? the ſame apoſtle will give them the lie again, 
and inform them, that it is a matter of the greateſt im- 
portance to attend to the ſuperſtructure as well as the 
foundation; warning every man to take heed what he 
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buildeth thereupon; leſt, inſtead of gold, ſilver, precious 
ſtones, profitable to himfclf and others, and acceptable to 1. 
Gov, he ſhould build wood; hay, ſtubble, which cannot * 
abide the fire, but muſt be burnt up to che hazard of the * 


builder; who, if ſaved, muſt be ſaved with loſs, and ſo as 
by fire. Beſides, it is not conſiſtent either with the duty or 


ſport 


1 


E 9 1 
ſpirit of a true Chriſtian, to aſk how far men may go in 
diſobedience or diſconformity to the laws of CHRIST, 
and yet through grace be ſaved? And it is a queſtion 
that none either ought or can decide, but He who has an 
abſolute right to ſave or deſtroy. Inftead of inquiring, 

vat are the opinions and practices which neceſſarily and 

infallibly exclude from the kingdom of heaven, that they 
may freely indulge in themſelves, or allow in others, all 
that come not under this defcription it becomes them 
rather to aſk, What are the things which are diſpleaſing 
and diſhonouring to Go u, and which in themſelyes may 
en · deſerve and juſtly expoſe them to divine wrath here or 

| hereafter, that they may carefully avoid them ? Shalf 
the any continue in fin, becauſe grace doth' abound ? or Took 
the on any error or finful practice as leſs finful or odious, 'or 
ent in itſelf leſs pernicious and hurtful, becauſe it may be 
the forgiven, and in many inſtances actually hath been for- 

t is given? We are told that all manner of fin and blaſphemy 

les WY thall be forgiven men, that againſt the Holy Ghoſt only 

ach BW excepted. The truth is, there is no fin but through the 


on, goſpel may be pardoned and the ſinner ſaved; and there 


t is is no fin but expoſes a man to damnation, and in which 
red the wilful and impenitent ſinner may periſh: And it is 
dangerous doctrine to teach that men may knowingly and 


in religion, as well as immoralities, and not ſome only, 
ve in their nature and tendency deſtructive to ſouls, in- 
conſiſtent with ſalvation and a gracious ftate, and in 
dme ſenſe damnable ; otherwiſe the ſtale 8 9 


Me wilfully and obſtinately maintain any corrupt opinions or 
the practices, and yet be in no danger of incurring or de- 
he WE ferving damnation. All known errors and corruptions 

Jus 
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FF venial and mortal ſins muſt ante more be revived, wid 
| admitted for current among Proteſtants. © + 

The Latitudinarian ſcheme, which has made ſack ſur- 
priſing advance in the Proteſtant churches, and particu- 
larly of late in this land, whatever may be the views of ſem! 

its promoters, is plainly at war with the principles and 
intereſts of the reformation ; and, if carried to all its ex- the 
tent, muſt tend to weaken and ſubvert Chriſtianity itſelf. prif 
Nothing can be more deſtructive of public ſpirit, and a allo 
faithful teſtimony, while it gives free ſcope to the pro- thei 
greſs of innumerable evils, and teaches men to ſit eaſy and 

1 and indifferent under their encroachments, and to com- the 

| pliment away one article of teſtimony after another, till taſh 
there ſhall be none, or but very. few, left behind. A mul- 
titude of infectious opinions and practices; words which 


eat as a canker, and increaſe gradually to more ungodli- 1 
neſs; a thouſand corruptions which taint the communion, or C 
or tarniſh the luſtre and beauty of the houſe of Gop; Ml « t 
muſt be ſuffered to paſs without oppoſition, providing Wil he 
they do not directly ſhock every idea of religion at once, as 0 
and avowedly raze Chriſtianity to the very foundations. have 
If any teſtimony or contendings for religion can, on theſe diff 
principles, be admitted at all, they muſt only reſemble the here 
feeble and fooliſh defence of a garriſon ſhut up in a be- hei 
= > hbeged camp or city, who ſhould voluntarily withdraw from « d 
all their out-poſts, however tenible, and abandon all their ſom 
out-works to the mercy of the enemy as he boldly advan- ſons 
ced retreating.to the centre of their fortifications, there ſain 
to wait his approach, without attempting to make the lie! 
ſmalleſt reſiſtance until he were ſtorming the laſt redoubt, r 
and penetrating into the very heart of the eitadel. If this and 


de the only true plan of the Chriſtian warfare, then ſure- 
N : 9 : 4 85 | ly 
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j the great eloud of confeſſors with which we are en- 
mpüllel, acted a moſt unwiſe part; who ſtrenuouſly / 
reliſted tire firſt 'appearances of evil, and ſacrificed their 
nes for what were generally accounted trivial and uneſ- © | 
ſential points. By the ticlp of theſe convenient diſtine- 
tons no fo much in vogue, it might have been eaſy for 
the greater part of them, if not all, to have eſcaped their 
priſons, racks, and fires, by a few little, and it ſeems 
alowable and harmleſs, compliances, they might have won 
their lives. They had nothing more to do than to yield 
and relax a little; to diſſemble and lie, and contradict 
the Bible and their own conſciences a little; and to touch, 
taſte, and handle, with their impure adverſaries but a 
little, But they were tortured, not accepting deliverance 2 
on ſuch diſingenuous and diſhonourable terms. 6 
Let it not be thought that we would abate mens eſteem 
or concern for the great Teading truths and inſtitutions ' 
of the goſpel, or find fault with any for contending with. 
the higheſt earneſtneſs; and, in the fie place, for theſe 
3 often as attacked: We only plead that others alſo would 
have their proportionate ſhare; and that the golden in- 
dfloluble chain ſhould not be broken. We may apply” - 1 
here What our Lok p faid to the Phariſees concerning 1 
their ſmaller tithes : « Theſe things ye ought to have i! 
« done, and not to have left the other undone.”- It . 
ſome what ſtrange and inconſiſtent, that thoſe very per- 1 
ſons who are loudeſt in preaching up catholic love to al! 
ſaints without exception, ſhould ſeem to forget that catho- ' | 
lic love to all ſcriptural truths and duties is at leaſt equal 
ly needful, and equally enjoined. . Thoſe who ſo often, 
and ſo warmly, though in a vague and indefinite way, in- 
culcate charity towards the weakeſt and leaſt of the friends” * 
| | 1 


. 
A 


hy © 
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of EHRIS , ſhould not ſurely fail in their regard to any, 
of the ordinances or commandments of Ixsus, under the 
pretence of their being /ittle ones. Have they forgot who 
hath ſaid, « Teach them to. obſerve all things?“ and: 
« whoſoever ſhall. break one of the leaſt. of theſe com- 
c mandments, and teach men ſo, ſhall be called the leaſt 
«. in the- kingdom of heaven; but whoſoever ſhall do and 
« teach them, the ſame ſhall be called great in the king- 00 
cc dom of heaven,” Mat. v. 19. And again, “ He that is 6 
«faithful in that which is leaſt, is faithful alſo in much: 10 
C and he that une leaſt. is unjuſt f in much, 
* i. 10 18 25 


In. 


en war's none of Cn 157's ſmall things,” ſays one, 

* Jet them go; but if they be one of his truths, will ye call that: 
% ſmall thing ? His ſmall things are great things. It might be 
* proven to you-that there never. was a controverſy fince the be- 
* ginning of the world, even touching the moſt momentuous 
o _truths, that was not accounted a ſmall thing while it was oc- 
6 Gn of trial.” Living ft. Serm. 
_ Pertinent alſo to this purpoſe are the words of an eminent Engliſn 
divine: Whatever he adopts as part of his cauſe, is ſufficiently 
*© great for his followers to eſpouſe, and of too great moment to 
Ide neglected by them. Nothing of the concerns of the Rs- 
LY  DEEMER ſhould be deſpiſeg as ſmall, becauſe. his authority is 
great; all his affairs are wiſely adjuſted; and the leaſt condu- 


«© dutive to great ends. Every pin in his temple i is _— and 7 : 
ct deſigued for its proper uſe. — . ; 

„We may not know (nor is it fit we ſhould) what uſe he will — | 
make, or the high purpoſes he intends to ſerve, by what ſeems 29 
© t6 us of ſmall account in itſelf. But we may eafily judge, that , . 
« adhering firmly to the Jeaſt point which CHRIS v is advancingy a 
© is à means to prevent the oppoſite corruption, and will (if it de * | 
his Une) proceed to further r- in what promotes u ling « 1 


dom. | ; 
3. | 
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In che third place, faithful witneſfes for Gop muſt pay 
3 ſpecial attention and regard unto what may be deno- 
net by 134 of W th th Argon e and 


ce Again, 2 faithful oppoſition to. a better 88 is the way 
4 to prevent greater defilements; whereas, complying to adnii 
« of the leaſt, is opening the diy for greater, and for more in 
number. St Paul. judged it his duty to contend earneftly with 
gt Peter, and others, when, they forbore to eat with the Gen- 
1% filet, and therehy encouraged the Judaiſing Chriſtians i in their 
« ſeparation from the Gentile converts; Gal. ii. 13. Yea, he 
« declares this liberty he ſtrove for to be the truth of the Go- 
„ ſpel; and however inconſiderable a point it ſeemed, ke 
46 dt net give place, no not. for an hour, to ſuch as would 


% abridge bim or others of any part of it. TY 

« Antichriſtian-popery began in a violation of the, 8 2 

« rights of our Lord in what appeared /mal{ and inconſiderable 
« jn their own nature. Theſe being neglected, gradually intro- 
4 duced abbminable idolatries and ufurpatiens, which polluted 
« 2nd enſlaved the far greater part of the Chriſtian church. This 
had not been if men had diſcharged their duty, by cleaving to 
the cauſe of CuRIST in thoſe firſt encroachments. | 

„Moreover, our LoxD may fix on the ſmalleſt matters, as a 
« trial of our obedience and fincerity towards him; nor can we 
4 be free of much guilt, if we are diſloyal and unfaithfuFto him 
© in the leaſt matters. God denouneed great puniſhments againſt 


* his people Iſrael, if they diſoheyed or departed from thoſe. oe- 


< remonial injunctions, which had nothing in their own nature 
* to commend them, or diſſuade from them. But Gop took 
care to vindicate his own authority, for with him rebellion 55 


* as the ſim of witchcraft; though Saul thought the goods con- 


ſeorated to a holy purpoſe. Our REDEEMER puts his cauſe 
* into the hands of his followers; he truſteth them whom he calls 
to be uitneſſes to him: he that will be falſe to CA ISHr in a 
* ſmall matter, will betray his intereſt in a greater point, if tried. 
He that a his 8 will "_ with /uper/ition, 

8 64 will 
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exert themſelves for maintaining thoſe parts of bis cauſe 
and teſtimony which are more N b ame 
0 chiefly'oppoſed. n „enim 
Though all things delivered in charge to the ſaints are 
to be kept, yet ſome of them Tequire to be ſo with double 
care, on account of peculiar dangers and difficulties; ; 
though all of them muſt be gontended for, yet not all of 
them equally at all times, but each of — in their ſea- 
ſon. The teſtimony of JIEsUs, though common to the 
faithful in all ages, and ſtill in ſubſtance the fame, yet 
admits of accidental varieties, and many occaſional pecu- 
liarities, through the neceſſary accommodation of it to va- 
rious times and places, and the ſeveral errors, tempta- 
tions, and dangers therein prevailing. Hence we read 
of the preſent truth which Chriſtians ſhould both know 
and be eſtabliſhed in, 2 Pet. i. 12; and the word of 
Cunls 1's patience, which ſome are commended for ha- 
ving kept, Rev. ii. 10. Whatever ſtrikes. againſt preſent 
error or fin; whatever is moſt attacked and oppoſed by 
force or fraud; that which profeſſors are under the great- 
eſt temptation to loſe or relinquiſh ; that, for. maintain- 
ing of which they are expoſed to the greateſt hardſhips 
and ſuffering, and to a peculiar trial of their faith and 
| n ** be ſo called. 80 wat what has been for- 
f mekly 


128 „ 10 ** anver Nie to W for his ee the 
* cauſe of Ch RIS in the one, argues that want of love, zeal, 
* and devotedneſs to Carisr, which will fuffer him to deal 
< treacherouſly in the other: and denying the authority of 
Chir by offending in the lefler matter, he is ſo virtually 
. *. guilty of all as to be eaſily induced to commit. the greater. 
Dr Dan. Williams's Inquiry: into the Duty of Protefant Di/- 
ſenters; in his Practical Diſcourſes, Val. II. p. 419) 420. 
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merly the preſent truth, and the word of patience, may 
ceaſe: to be ſo; and what has not hitherto been, or at pre- 
ſent is not, may become ſuch hereafter. No article, 


whether relating to the appointed faith, worſhip, govern- 
ment, diſcipline, or manners of the Chriſtian church, but 


may, in its turn, become thus eminently diſtinguiſned. 


On which account, many things which may not be com- 


paratively ſo important, may, in certain circumſtances 


and times, acquire a temporary precedence and neceſſity 
above others, in the matter of witneſs- bearing; ſo as to 
become the very teſt of faithfulneſs, and the diſtinguiſh- 
ing criterion whereby the teſtimony of Ixsus, in that pe- 


riod, is to be known, and from which it is to be denomi- 


nated. And it is properly and eſpecially on account of 
their adherence to theſe that profeſſors are, in the lan- 
guage of ſcripture, ſtyled his witneſſes. Paul terms that 
for which he was. preſently ſuffering impriſonment at 
Rome, “c the teſtimony of JIEsus.“ | 
John applies the ſame expreſſion to the cauſe of " 
baniſhment under Domitian to the iſle of Patmos; and 
afterwards to the particular cauſes of contending and ſuf- 
fering under antichriſt. Hence it is eaſy to ſee, though 
many conſider it as a paradox, that there may be multi- 
tudes of profeſſors, and many real ſaints among them too, 
when yet CurisT's witneſſes may be few, very few. 
Churches and profeſſors therein may retain many great 
and precious articles of the Chriſtian profeſſion ; and yet 
the teſtimony of Jesvs, in this view of it, may be want- 
ing among them. If a man were called to bear witneſs 
in a litigated cauſe, though he ſhould ſpeak truth in all 


other points, yet if he contradicted it in the ſingle point 


in ate, or if he withheld his evidence, or could ſſay 
nothing 


ts * 
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voching to the purpoſe relative to the preſent matter in 
queſtion, his teftimony would go for nothing. Thus, 
though perſons ſhould be faithful in many things, and or- 
thodox in a thouſand articles; yet if they be not ſo in 
thoſe which are preſently conteſted, or take a wrong ſide, 
were it but in one point, on which, as on a hinge, the tef- 
timony for the time turns, they muſt hereby loſe the ho- 
nour of being faithful witneſſes, or helpers of the cauſe of jo 
Gp, in the manner in which it is then ſtated, and in the 


Preciſe points to which it is then in a manner reduced“. 10 

a | | Wa 
The Lon JEsvs, in his conteſts with Satan, conquers pe 
by degrees, and is continually managing the war ſtated be- no 
<<* tween both their kingdoms, by proceeding to take away ans 
more refined defilements and defects, after he has removed ſuch {1 


*© as are more notorionfly enormous. In like manner, after he 
<< has made conſiderable advances in the greater and more mani- 
c“ feſt affairs of his kingdom, he introduceth what is further cong- « 4 
* pleting and perfecting of that purity and order which his rules 1 8 
% appoint. On the other hand, the Devil (with his acted auxili- 


% aries) maintains the oppoſition as long as he can, is active to « } 
** retrieve what he has loſt; with vigour and craft attempting'to « 
% overthrow what CRRTer has built up; or at leaſt to obſtruct « 4 
* thoſe further advances of truth and purity which are neareſt « + 
* to a full conformity to the laws of the ReDEEnER. And as- * 
his ſubtile ſuggeſtions, and what gratifies the various luſts of « þ 
* men, give him a great advantage; ſo he neglects not to uſe it « 
ein diſputing every inch of ground, in thoſe ſeveral ways, as he « | 
** thinks moſt accommodated to his purpoſe in every age and « 
<< -pigce.” « , 
© You may eaſily infer, that there is, in various times and pla- t 
e ee, preſent truth; that is, a truth which CazisT is then « © 
* propagating in a ſpecial manner, and Satan oppoſing by the « 
« contrary error, In like manner there are preſent corruptions by 


we from which Cad — mould be eſpecially careful fo 51 
« + 
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What praiſe is it for a man to hold faſt what none ar- 
tempts to take from him? What reſolution is ſhown in 
renouncing antiquated errors, and declaiming againſt ex- 
ploded corruptions, while he ſpares or {| upports thoſe pre- 
ſently reigning? What courage in defying or trampling 
upon a dead enemy; and yet to ſurrender to a living? 
What ſkill or honeſty ſhould that commiſſioner diſcover 
for the honour or rights of his prince, who, in negociating 
with his adverfaries, ſhould infiſt only upon thoſe rights 
which were inconteftible, freely giving up all ſuch as were 
the immediate ground of diſpute, and the ſole occaſion of 
war? Or would that ſoldier be deemed a hero, who ſhould 
ſpeak big words, and. flouriſh his weapons, while he had 
no enemy to fight, or while he was only at a diſtance, if he 
run away if the field of battle? Or ſhould he acquit him- 


ſelf well, if, in the inſtant of an attack, he ſhould neglect 
or 


. their garments undefiled, as thoſe few in Sardis aid, Rev. i, 4s 
* $0 in various times and places, the Logp JESvUs has ſeveral, 
* points of reformation to advance, and parts of his teſtimony to 
© be atteſted.” 

* When any one of theſe is openly ſtaged, generally, or by 
* many warmly contended, and attended with great conſequences, 
to the great advantage or detriment of the church, as to its 
"ſpiritual worſhip, peace, and the power of godlineſs; you may 
be then aſſured. that Providence has fixed that matter, as the 

© preſent point whereby the ſervants of CHRIS ſhall be tried. 
And however inconſiderable the matter is in itſelf, the right fide 
* of it is his cauſe, to which they muſt adhere as their great duty 
* at preſent, whether it conſiſt in promoting his attempts of fur- 
ther reformation, oy oppoſing Satan's efforts to overthrow what 
*CRR18T has gained. Nor will other unconteſted matters, tho 

greater in their own nature, give equal evidence of any man 's 
* lojal ſubjeRion to the Lozp Jxs us.“ 

Dr Wiliams, ut ſupra, p. 427 gc. 
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or relinquiſh che poſts Where there was danger, and where 
the enemy was making a breach, on pretence of defending 
others, either impregnable or unaſſaultedꝰ Much the 
ſame muſt be the conduct of thofe who would; ptetend to 
maintain a religious teſtimony, without admitting into it 
matters of preſent controverſy and debate; and to proſe- 
cute the public Chriſtian warfare, without bppoling- li- 
ving errors, or reigning and faſhionable eorruptions of 
whatever kind they be. To teſtify where” there is no 
ſtrife; to contend where there is no antagöniſt or quar- 
rel; to carry on a vigorous war in 4 time of e 
peace, ſounds very like a contradiction in terms. 

Fourthly, It is the duty of fuch as are contending for 
truth and reformation; to take the Lok b's on ways for 
promoting his ſervice; fuch ways as he himſelf appoints 60 
and approves. They muſt be attentive to walk * in plain 5 


5 5 


« paths, becauſe of obſervers.” They are reſtricted to the a 
uſe only of ſuch methods and means as are warrantable 4 
and proper and the uſe of any other, muſt tend rather 1c 
to mar and diſgrace, than advance the cauſe that is divine. 15 
That has no need either of the inventions or corruptions 4 


of men to be called in to its aid. His work is only to be 
advanced by means conformable to its nature. It is 3 


maxim only fit for the emiſſaries of hell and Rome to rel 
teach or practiſe, That the goodneſs of the cauſe, or of Th 
the intention, will ſanctify the uſe of any means what- utr 
ever; or that men may « do evil that good may come.” Re 
When David and his company put the ark into a cart to wh 
bring it into its place, though they intended to do it ho- 6 2 
nour, yet the manner in which it was done diſpleaſed the ind 
Lonp: and when Uzzah, out of pious concern for the neg 
ark, put forth his hand and touched it, when it ock by dip 


the 
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the ſtumbling of the oxen; the Loxp ſmote him, and 
made a breach among the people; becauſe all this was 
ſeeking him out of the due order. Not by might nor by 

power, much leſs. by diſhoneſt wiles and ſtratagems, or 
wicked Machiavelian politics, is the cauſe of true religion 
and righteouſneſs to be maintained and propagated in the 
earth. All deceit, fraud, injuſtice, wrath, bitterneſs, rail- 
ings, evil ſurmiſing, detraction and evil-ſpeakings, are to 
be laid aſide as utterly improper, having nothing to do 
in any cauſe that is the LoR'n's, being only adapted to 
ſcrve the intereſts: of the devil, whoſe works they are: 
whereas © the wrath of man worketh not the righteouſ- 
« neſs of Go.“ Men muſt not ſpeak wickedly for Gop, 
nor talk deceitfully for him. « He that ſtriveth for ma- 
« ſteries, is not crowned unleſs he. ſtrive lawfully.” Thoſe 
who have received the miniſtry, ought eſpecially, in imi- 

tation of the holy apoſtles, “to renounce, the hidden 

things of diſhoneſty in all their proceedings, © not walk» 

ing in craftineſs, not handling the word of God de- 

00 ceitfully; but by manifeſtation of the truth recommend- 
« ing themſelves. fo N 80 man's conſcience in the fight of 


„ Gop.” 


Fiſthly, Zeal fob the 3 of Gop ad 1the inteveſls of 
religion becomes all thoſe who have eſpouſed Js: cauſe. 
Theſe are objects which deſerve to be promoted with the 
utmoſt earneſtneſs, warmth, and fervency of ſpirits . The 
Redeemer hath expreſſed the higheſt diſguſt with thoſe 
who are neither cold nor hot; and to ſuch he ſays, © be 
« zealous/and repent.” This duty ſtands oppoſed to that 
indolent and neutral frame of heart, which makes perſons. 
neglect, or coldly improve, opportunities of doing: good; 
diſpoſes them paſſively and tamely to ſuffer the . 
1 1 | a 6 0 
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of evil, or to engage in good deſigns, or proſecute them 
in a languid and ineffeQtive manner. It is che very re- 
verſe of the temper and conduct of the IO of 
Meroz. 
Divine zeal is neceſſaty to form the Chriſtian hero, It 
rouſes him from his lethargy z puts him upon great de- 
figns and arduous ſervices; and makes him puſh forward, 
and ardently pant for the mark. It whets his weapons, WM g 
and makes them more ſharp and penetrating to do greater Wl be 
execution: it brightens and burniſhes every part of his ar- 4 
mour; and makes every grace and n action emit a 4 
more dazzling luſtre. " ifs, | 02 
As it is no rare thing for Chriſtians to ks their 4 
evil ſpoken of; ſo their zeal, in particular, will often ex- e 
poſe them to ſevere cenſures and calumnious abuſe. There WW 
is nothing more diſtateful and offenſive to the corrupt Wl . 
world, or to a generation of dead and degenerate profeſ- WW 
fors of godlineſs; and the worſe the times are, ſo much 
the more will it offend and irritate. In ſuch times as the 
_ preſent, this is too rarely diſcerned: and it is even remark» 
ably fallen under bad report; is generally repreſented in de 
a very ſuſpicious and obnoxious light; and by tiat a few 
it ſeems to be expunged from the catalogue of Chriſtian 
graces. And ĩt cannot be denied or diſguiſed, that the weak- Lo 
neſſes and miſtakes, the intemperate raſhneſs and i impru- : 
dencies of many profeſſors, afford too fair an occaſion, and 
too ample a field for cenſure and blame; which the ene- 
mies of ſtrict godlineſs often indiſeriminately apply, and 10 
invidiouſly lanch forth equally againſt the guilty and the 
innocent. 'There is indeed a counterfeit zeal, which bears 
the name, and aſſumes the garb of the truez which in its 
appearances, operations, and effects, may ſeem greatly to 


1 1 


reſemble, and to equal, if not exceed the other; operating ; 


them as vigorouſly, and ſeemingly as piouſly, in behalf of a fri- 
re- volous or had cauſe, as on the fide of one moſt worthy 
its of and good. How often 1s there an unhallowed flame kin- 


dled from mens intemperate paſhons, ignorance, preju- 


o. It Bf tices, or ſelfiſh intereſts, which burns with as vehement 
at de- heat, as that which is produced by a touch of the living 
ward, WW coal, taken with the tongs, and applied by a ſeraph, from 
Pons, the holy altar. Againſt a ſpirit of this ſort we can never 
eater be ſufficiently on our guard. But notwithſtanding of this, 
1s ar- and let men ſay what they pleaſe, © it is always good to be 


nit a zealouſly affected in a good thing.” Becauſe there are 


frequent inſtances of a blind, partial, imprudent, and fu- 
good WY rious zeal, with which ſome may be affected, but not wellz 
n ex. can this be a good reaſon for condemning or exploding 
here that which is enlightened, regulated, uniform, difintereſt- 
rut ed, and upright? Certainly not. It ſhould teach them to 
ofcl- WY take heed what manner of ſpirit they are of, and to be 
well informed and aſſured of the cauſe in which they en- 


5 gage: but when theſe are duly attended to, what can be 
4 in more reaſonable, more conducive to public good, more 
"a becoming the Chriſtian profeſſion, more conform to ſcrip- 
dan [ral examples, more Chriſt-like and God-like, than to be 
TY ec exceedingly jealous for the Loxp Gop of Hoſts,” and 


222 keen in oppoſition to thoſe evils which diſhonour his 
oc name, and injure his intereſts and people ? Shall this be 
3 reckoned bigotry, rage, or enthuſiaſm? Let the Gallios of 

the world, — the graceleſs and diſaffected, call it ſo if they 


r pleaſe; the friends of religion, „inſtead of being aſhamed, 
n bave cauſe to glory in ſuch a temper and ſpirit; and may 
ſay, as the king of Iſrael when upbraided for rejoicing 


* before the ark, “I will be yet more vile than 
Y 2 f « this,” 
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ce this.” What? ſhall men be eager about their own little 
temporal affairs, and ſo cool and negligent about the great 
things of Gop? Do they well to be angry, and angry 
ſometimes even unto death, when they meet with per- 
ſional injuries and affronts? and have they no reſentment 
= nor grief to ſpare when the Moſt High is inſulted, and 
the ſteps of his Anointed reproached ? Shall enemies be 
all diligence and activity, and the Loxv's helpers remiſs 
and ſlack ? Shall they venture to “e break down and undo 
« the carved work of Zion with . axes and hammers,” 
while the other will ſcarce move a finger, or lift up a tool 
for repairing the ſanctuary? Shall thoſe be reſtleſs and 
ever awake to do miſchief, and ſhall theſe remain till tor- 
pid and aſleep? Or while thoſe roar and rage like bears, 
ſhall theſe only tremble and mourn ſore like doves? 
Sixthiy, Undaunted Chriſtian reſolution, and a holy, 
not preſumptuous boldneſs, is very needful for ſuch as 
come forth on the Loxpꝰ's ſide againſt the mighty. Thoſe 
who engage in warlike enterpriſes, muſt not ſhrink from 
difficulties, nor tremble at dangers. * Every battle of the 
* warrior is with confuſed noiſe, and garments rolled in 
« blood.” The conflict, in which the faithful witneſſes of 
Jzsvs are engaged, is, of all others, the moſt arduous 
and perilous; it has often been « with burning and fuel 
& of fire.” They muſt reſolve to run all hazards with the 
cauſe of their LoR D; enduring hardneſs as good ſoldiers 
of Cnz1sT JEsvs; being willing to ſuffer the loſs of all 
things; not fainting under their daily croſs, — nor ſcru- 
pling even reſiſtance unto blood, if neceſſary, & ſtriving 
« apainſt fin :”—being ready, © not only to be bound but 
« to die,” for the name of the Lokxp Jzsvs : mot count- 
ing even life dear, that they may finiſh their vourſe ** 
E's | joy. 
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joy. They muſt ce quit themſelves like men, and be 
« ſtrong.” Though an hoſt encamp againſt them, they 
« muſt not fear” nor quit their ground. They muſt be 
in nothing terrified by their adverſaries” though they 
ſnould look fierce upon them as bulls, or uſe boaſting and 
great ſwelling words of vanity, or threatening language 
to intimidate them, as the enemies of Nehemiah and the 
Jews' with him uſed, in order to deter them from pro- 
ceeding in the reparation of the holy city; and as Rab- 


ſhakeh, the emiſſary of Sennacherib, did to Hezekiah and - | 


his people. If they have an impudent and hardened ge- 
neration of men to deal with, who have «© made their 
« necks an iron ſinew, and their brow as braſs,” inflexibly 
defending their heinous errors and backſlidings, and ob- 
ſtinately reſiſting the truth; they muſt not be afraid of 
their faces, but make « their forehead hard againſt their 
« foreheads:” ſtanding as “ an iron pillar and a brazen 
« wall” againſt them: oppoſing their groundleſs preſump- 
tion with well-founded confidence; their ferocity and 
fool-hardineſs with true Chriſtian courage, tempered with 
meekneſs; their obſtinacy in evil with a wiſe and enlight- 
ened zeal, and a warm love and inviolable attachment to 
a good cauſe; their inſolent threatenings with ſilent con- 
tempt and holy ſcorn; and their carnal boaſts, and their 
vain triumphs, with the noble boaſt and heroic triumph 1 


of faith. 


Seventhly, Fidelity, conſtancy, and perſevering patience 
are required of ſuch as have appeared on the Lok p's ſide 
in an evil time. There is great danger of wearying in 
well-doing, and fainting before the taſk is ended. Through ; 
trials multiplied and lengthened out; through increaſing 
difficulties and oppoſition ; through diſappointments and 
' croſs | 
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croſs e occurring, the ſaints of the Moft High 
may be wearied out, and think themſelves en in 
conſulting their eaſe by making a truce with the enemy, 
and declining a proſecution of the conflict. There are 
many that ſet out with warm love at frſt, that give ſtriking 

evidences to all of their love waxing ſufficiently cold before 
all is over, There are few, very few, whoſe laſt works 
are found to exceed their firſt. . % But he who endureth 
« to the end, the ſame ſhall be ſaved.” Our Lok p has 
therefore repeated that charge unto the churches, « be 
thou faithful unto the death :” and nothing is more fre- 
quently enjoined in the Goſpel, than to © ſtand faſt, and 
« hold faft.” Thoſe who have opened their mouth to the 
LoRD, cannot, muſt not go back: Their engagements are 
perpetual, and their obligations indiſpenſible: They who 
enliſt under his banner, muſt never deſire a diſcharge in 
thatwar, norentertain a thought of returning, while he has 


obtain an honourable diſmiſſion: The term of their en- 
gagement 1s till death. On no pretence whatever can 
they be warranted in relinquiſhing his cauſe, or with» 
drawing their help. Though theſe who ſeem to be pillars 
ſhould reel and ſhake; though ſtars of the firſt mynitude 
ſhould fall; though ſtandard-bearers ſhould faint; though 
©. miniſters or ſaints of the greateſt uſefulneſs and eminence 
E ſhould drop one after another; though many, yea, though 

| all, ſhould ſorſake him, they muſt not reckon themſelves 
= at liberty to do ſo. They are bound to hold on their way, 
looking out ſtill for new dangers to try their faith and ex- 
erciſe their patience, No occurrences in Providence; no 
examples, no prevailing power of temptation, no degree of 


. 
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any occaſion for their help, till the war be cloſed, and they 


t 1 


ſuffering, can at any time excuſe a ſhameful —_— 
from, or even indifferency in his cauſe. 

« All this is come upon us,” ſaid the faithful of ad, 
« yet have we not forgotten thee, neither have we dealt 


« falſely in thy covenant. Our heart is not turned back, 


« neither have our ſteps declined from thy way, though 


thou haft ſore broken us in the place of dragons, and 


« covered us with the ſhadow of death. If we have for- 
« gotten the name of our God, or ſtretched out our 


« hands to a ſtrange god; ſhall not Gop ſearch this out? 


* for he knoweth the ſecrets of the heart. Yea for thy 
« ſake we are killed all the day long z we are account- 
« ed as ſheep for the ä Pſalm xliv. 17, 18, 
a 

Some has ae thais mouths, and ſubſcribed with 
their hands to the Lon p, in a manner the moſt expreſs 
and ſolemn. They have called heaven and earth to re- 
cord, that “ they ſhall not give up themſelves to a deteſt- 
« able indifferency and neutrality in the cauſe of God z 
« but denying themſelves and their own thingy, they ſhall 
« above all things ſeek the honour of God, and the good 
“ of his cauſe and people.” And has the Gop of Hoſts 
heard thtſe vows, and will he not inquire after the per- 


formance or the breach of them? Shall men break their 


covenant with Gop and eſcape? Such have ſtronger in- 
ducements to be ſtedfaſt and immoveable; and ſhould be 


exhorted to keep the great King's commandment; ang 


that in regard of the oath of Goo. 
Eightly, Such as have affociated together to befriend 


and promote the cauſe of Gop, are ſtriftly bound to 


maintain unity and harmony among themſelves, and to 
1 carefully againſt · all unſcemly contentions and per- 
nicious 
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nicious diviſions. Amidſt all our regard and zeal for truth, 
we muſt not forget what is due to peace. It is the cha- 
racter of the wiſdom that is from above, to be peaceable 
as well as pure 3 * and the fruit of righteouſneſs is ſown 
« in peace of them that make peace.“ The followers of 
CHRIS r are enjoined, ſo far as in them lies, © to live peace- 
ably with all men;” and eſpecially they are under the 
ſtricteſt obligations to cultivate this among themſelves: 
xc Behold how good and how pleaſant it is for brethren to 
ce. dwell together in unity.“ The public intereſts of 1 
body cannot be expected to flouriſh or advance proſper- 
ouſly where this is wanting: Scarce any thing has ſuch 2 
baleful tendency to hurt and weaken a cauſe, and mat᷑ any 
deſigns, as jarring and diſcord among its friends. What 
effectual oppoſition can be done upon the common enemy 
when minds and hearts are divided, and meaſures broken; 
when every man's ſword is turned againſt his brother ? 
« A kingdom divided againſt itſelf cannot ſtand. When 
fellow - profeſſors © bite and devour one another,” they are 
in danger of being « ſwallowed up, one of another.“ By 
concord do ſmall things increaſe; while by diſcord, great 
things decline and come to nought. “ A threeſold cord 


« ig not eaſily broken.” While behemoth's ſcales “c ſtick _ 


tc cloſe together that they cannot be ſundried,”. they prove 
an impenetrable coat of mail; „ then the ſword of him 
te that layeth at him cannot hold; he eſteemeth iron 
cc ag ſtraw, and braſs as rotten wood; the arrow cannot 
« make him fly; he laugheth at the ſhaking of a ſpear.” 


But how do' diviſions and animoſities diſnearten and diſ- 


pirit in the proſecution even of à good cauſe ! Like cold 
water caſt upon fire, they eaſily damp, if not extinguiſh, 
the warm fervour of zeal and public ſpirit; or they will 


* 
4 "9 


C399 


ruth, vert it to towards improper objects, and en kindle in 
its ſtead a falſe, ſultry, devouring flame. How oſten 


cha- 

eable have the Loxp's handful bled by ſnameful variance among 
ſoun demſelves, and been diminiſhed by their own imprudent, 
rs of {Wil-tned, and eager contentions ! What advantages, what 
—_— natter of triumph, and grateful entertainment have they 
the coſten hereby afforded their adverſaries} who never fail 
veg? to ſay on ſuch occaſions, ( Aha, we would have it thus.“ 
n t; low hardening do they prove to the neutral and indiffer- 
of ; Nat? They think themſelves furniſhed with a very plau- 


ible, though indeed in itſelf a very weak plea, in join- 
cha Ing with fuch as are engaged in the help of the Lord ; 
when they can ſay they are not agreed, nor at one among 
That themſelves. And how offenfive and ſtumbling do they 
emy dove to the weak who are ready to halt? Their ſpi- 
ns hereby are burdened and broken; many ſigh and 
er? 20 backward; while others are put to a painful ſilence, 
hen ind have their minds filled with diſcouraging reflections. 
are « For the diviſions of Reuben there were great thoughts 
By of heart.“ e S gs 

Not as if all ſtrivings, or even ſeparations, were -unwar- 
nntable or prejudicial to the Loxp's cauſe : In many 


Yrd 

ick Wl cafes they may be neceſſary means for its maintenance; 

Ve zor as if any ſinful compliances were ever allowable, in 

im order to prevent diſturbances; or any bonds between men 

on or Chriſtians ſo ſacred, as not to yield to the ſuperior force 

ot of truth and duty. All ties, public and private, whereby 

** we are connected with others, are ſtill ſubordinate to thoſg 

f- vhich bind us to Gon and the intereſt of religion; and 

Id thoſe deſerve great praiſe rather than blame, who can 
ly break through the cloſeſt and deareſt connections, natu- | 


nl, civil, or religious, when faithfulneſs requires it. 22 
8 3 & Rut 


5 


- their promiſe, and plighted their oath, to ſtrengthen one 
anothers hands in proſecuting the ends of their holy'pro-M me 
ſeſſion? How imprudent was it for the herdmen of A-M vo 


« But the ity of the ſpirit ought to be kept in'the bohd to 
of peace.“ And nothing is more contrary to the goſpel I Þ: 
than implacable animoſities, perſonal quarrels and re- ou 
ſentments, a- ſchiſmatical ſpirit, and! cauſeleſs. diviſions ; ¶ ov 
ſuch as too often abound even under the ſpecious pretext I re 
of conſcience” and ſingular faithfulneſs.” The Apoſtle en- ga 


joins to «mark ſuch as cauſe diviſions, and to avoid them. an 


All who truly wiſh well to Jeruſalem, ſhould ever earneſt- 
ly pray for, and aſſiduouſſy promote, & peace within her 
walls; and in ſo doing they ſeek her felicity. If her 
members or miniſters ever ſtrive together, it ſhould only 
be for the goſpel of CHRIS T. But how ſhameful, how 
unnatural, how lamentable, are differences and conteſts 


among brethren who own the ſame cauſe, and have given 


bram and of Lot to ſtrive among themſelves, while « the is 
6 Canaanite and the Perizzite dwelt in the land?” When for, 
Moſes ſaw an Iſraelite ſtriving with an Egyptian, he took die: 
part in the quarrel, and ſmote the Egyptian; but when he and 
beheld two. Ifraelites ſtriving together, he would have kt] the 
4 them at one again; ſaying, Sirs, ye are brethren, why do wor 
<;ye;-wxong: one-to another?“ Acts vii. 23, 25. When ble: 
members of the ſame body, and different parts of the ſame ſeſſ 
community, carry on hoſtilities againſt each other, ho- ve! 
ever: ſhall prevail, there is little cauſe to boaſt of a victo- and 
ey. No advantage but loſs hereby redounds to the com- ¶ latte 
men intereſt: By a ſeries of ſuch victories, a ſociety may and 
8 | EP © 

No 1 were 1 of old time among the Romans fo ſtri 
thoſe who overcame in civil wars. 7 
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foon find itſelf undone. When the reſt of the tribes 
had waged a bloody war with Benjamin, which turned 
out in the end ſo deſtructive to the latter; when all was 
orer, they found cauſe to bewail their ſucceſs : Inſtead of 
rejoicing, they ſhed tears at the conqueſt, when they be- 
gan to reflect that hereby one tribe was almoſt 1 
and laking in Iſrael. 

Finally, It is eſpecially the duty of ſuch as are main- 
taining a diſtinguiſhing profeſſion in behalf of truth and 
the cauſe of reformation, to adorn the doctrine of Gon 
their Saviour, and that holy profeſſion, by a ſuitable life 
and converſation. No ſyſtem of truth however pure, no 
belief however orthodox, no pretenſions to zeal and pub- 
lic ſpirit can ever compenſate for the want of the fruits 
of holineſs, ſo glorifying to Gop, and ſo profitable to 
men. A man's faith muſt be ſhown and juſtified by his 
works, and by works muſt faith be made perfect. 'There 
is no method ſo effectual to juſtify a good profeſhon be- 
fore the world as by a good life. Mankind are ever rea- 
dier to form their opinion of any profeſſion by the lives 
and actions of thoſe who adhere to it, than by examining 
the truth and falſehood of its principles; and as the 
world goes, there will ever be a multitude to remark the 
blemiſhes, and cenſure the practical miſcarriages of pro- 
ſeſſors, for one that attends to the force of reaſoning, or 
weighs abſtract arguments. Few are properly qualified, 
and fewer ſtill are diſpoſed, to take the trouble to do the 
latter; while all, in ſome meaſure, who have eyes to ſee. 
and ears to hear, are capable of the former. And there 


6 a prevalent diſpoſitjon in men to ſearch more narrow- 
ly, and ſcan more rigidly, the conduct of ſuch as have 2, 


bye and diſtinguiſhed profeſſion; and many take a ſecret 
but 


222 


dut Jiaboll cal pleafure in hearing of evil to the reproach 


L 180 J 


of ſuch, aggravating to the utmoſt real ſcandals when 


chey fall out; and, when theſe do not occur, they will 


not ſeruple even malicioufly to invent and wantonly cir. 


culate calumnious reports to their prejudice, laying things 


to their charge which they know not. It is indeed na- 
turally and reaſonably expected, that thoſe who profeſs 


more than others, ſhould alſs do more than others. 'This 


being the caſe, perſons ſhould be more on their guard, 
and by well-doing they ſhould endeavour to “ put to ſi- 
« lence the ignoratice of faoliſn men.“ How tender 


ougght they to be of wounding a good cauſe, and rellect. 


ing diſgrace upon the ways of Gop and truth, cauſing 
others to think and ſpeak evil of them on their account, 


| It were to be wiſhed that the preſent teſtimony were as 


well ſupported: and vindicated by the exem plary charac. 


ters and converſation of thoſe who have adopted ity as it 


is capable of being defended by argument. Could as 


much be ſaid in behalf of the one as of the other, we 
might have cauſe of rejvicing; but this is far from be- 


ing the caſe. Though it is hoped, upon compariſon, 
they will not yet be found worſe than others (to fay no- 


ching farther here left it ſhould have the appearance of 


boaſting), yet this is ſurely too low a degree of commen- 
dation for ſuch as are under peculiar obligations to do 
more than others. | And is it not affecting to behold the 
garments of many among them ſpotted with the fleſh ? 
Alas, for the covetouſneſs, the carnality, the conteſts, the 


pride, the hatred, the envy, the fraud, the falſehood, and 


the flanders of many! Alas, for even the ſcandalous falls 
which take place, and the flagrant erying #bominations 


that "—_ and then are * cut among them! 0 
8 8 


8 Y 
came! that there ſhould be Hars, driikitds; Alert 
fornicators, -adulterers—But tell it not in Gath. Suck 
may lie down in the duſt, and « their confuſion may c- 
4 ver them, when they reflect on the aggravated nature 
of their guilt, and the offences which they cauſe. t. But 
« offences muſt needs come.” From the words f our 
Lon p, and from the corruption of human nature, which 
is in all the ſame, ſuch things may be expected to appear 
more or leſs in every ſociety, however purely conſtituted; 
or carefully regulated. And at any time they are very 
unjuſtly employed to diſparage Chriſtianity in general, 
while they are ſtriking, though ſad, exemplifications of 
ſome of its leading doctrines, and at the fame time a ve- 

rification of its predictions: and they are ho leſs impro- 
perly urged as an argument againſt any particular profeſs 
fion, or as a reproachful charge againſt a whole body, 
while there is nothing in the former that has the ſmalleſt 
tendency to produce or countenance ſuch evils, but en- 
tirely the reverſe; and while the latter, inſtead of hold. 
ing © fellowſhip with the unfruitful works of darkneſs,” 

are rather reproving them, mourning for them, and te- 
ſtifying their deteſtation of them, by a ſtrict and impar- 
tial exerciſe of diſcipline upon the offenders. Among the 
twelve that were called to aſſociate with our Loxn, and 
who were employed i in public office under him, there was 
a traitor, one who Had a devil: But was this a real diſpa- 
ragement to the true Apoſtles or their cauſe ? In one of 
the primitive churches, planted by Paul, and watered by a 
Apollos, it was not only commonly reported, but paths 
to be a fact, that thert was * ſuch fornication among them 
“ag was not ſo much as named among the Gentiles, that 
* one ſhould have his father's wife.“ 1 Cor. v. 1. But 
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1 hen that "WY was duly humbled on that account, 
and had put away from among them that wicked perſon; 
—when: that ſelf-fame thing made them ſorrow after a 


godly ſort, and wrought great carefulneſs in them; when 
they ſhowed becoming « indignation, fear, vehement de- 


d « fire$ zeal, and revenge” '—in all things they approved 
= themſelves to be clear in this matter. —But it muſt be far 


more defirable for the church to want ſuch unhappy oc- 


} caſions of manifeſting its integrity and zeal. Better that 
1 body ſhould not be diſeaſed, than to have its health and 


n e ff its infected members. | 


was *t 


| L ; ſoundneſs recovered by the uſe of painful remedies, or the 
| 


May the time Ke, haſtened when the « 3 ſhall be 
1 all righteous ;” when the falſe Prophet and the un- 
75 clean ſpirit together ſhall paſs out of the land; and when 
5 there ſhall. no more be a Cannaanite i in the houſe. of 9 
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